
CBA
SOUTH MIDLANDS GROUP

SOUTH 40
MIDLANDS 2010
ARCHAEOLOGY



The Newsletter of the Council for British Archaeology, South Midlands Group
(Bedfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Northamptonshire, Oxfordshire)

NUMBER 40, 2010

CONTENTS Page

Editorial

Bedfordshire 1

Buckinghamshire 7

Northamptonshire 17

Oxfordshire 22

Index 83

Notes for Contributors 91

It should be noted that the reports in this volume refer, in the main, to work carried out
in 2009.

ISSN 0960-7552

SOUTH MIDLANDS ARCHAEOLOGY

EDITOR Barry Home
'Beaumont'
Church End
Edlesborough
Dunstable, Beds
LU6 2EP

CHAIRMAN: Ian Nunney
2 West View
London Road
Little Irchester
Wellingborough
Northants
NN8 2DZ

HON SEC: Julia Wise TREASURER Stan Cauvain
County Archaeological Services 97 Guinions Road
Bucks County Council High Wycombe
County Hall HP13 7NU
Aylesbury
HP20 I UY

Typeset by Barry Horne



EDITORIAL

Welcome to volume 40.

Compared to last year this volume is a bumper edition.

As the content from commercial organisations has gone down, that from independent
contributors has gone up. I find this most encouraging.

I would like to thank Northants Archaeology for sponsoring the cover. I would also like to
profusely apologise to Northants Archaeology for missing out part of their contribution to
SMA 39.

In conclusion I would like to thank all those who sent in reports and ask that they, and anyone
else, send in articles for SMA 41.

Copy date for SMA 41 is 31st March 2011; please refer to Notes for Contributors.

Barry Horne AffA
Editor

Front cover -
Calverton Quarry, Roman Mausoleum.
Sponsored by Northants Archaeology.

CBA South Midlands website: CBA-SouthMidlands.org.uk

On this site are:

The cumulative index to volumes 1-39

The index to the CBA Industrial Bulletin Nos 1-16 (1967-71)

Scanned copies of SMA 1-35

II



Land west of Bedford: Pipe trench, Kempston Rural
(TL 19444746):
Mike Luke, Ben Barker and Richard Gregson

During September and October 2009 open area excavation
was undertaken in advance of the construction of a pipe
between one of the Land west of Kempston housing areas
(Luke et al. 2009) and the River Great Ouse. A c 4m wide
corridor was stripped between Cemetery Road and the river
(a distance of c 350m). The eastern part of this lay within the
present floodplain of the River Great Ouse.
The earliest activity was located in the western part of the
trench and comprised a concentration of ditches and pits
(including storage pits) indicative of a middle Iron Age
farmstead.
Ditches and small pits containing late Iron Age and
Romano-British domestic debris occurred more extensively
within the western part of the trench. With the exception of
quarry pits, which were dug into the edge of the gravel
terrace, no focus of activity could be identified. The quarry
pits were overlaid by a cambered road c 5m wide believed
to be Roman in origin but which had continued in use into
the medieval period. Some of the ditches were substantial
and, like the road, were clearly part of the Romano-British
settlement identified to the north (Dawson 2004, Luke et al.
2007) and south within the Cutler Hammer Sports Ground
(BCAS 1999). On the basis of the recent and previous
investigations and non-intrusive survey, the overall extent
of the settlement is now known to be over 17ha.
A shallow deposit overlying Romano-British ditches
contained small quantities of domestic debris including
early Saxon pottery. This appears to provide evidence for
the continuation of occupation within part of the
Romano-British settlement.
The east part of the pipe trench contained alluvial clays
known to be c 3m thick in places. Truncating these was a
straight-sided channel, probably associated with Kempston
Mill c 250m to the southeast. Its position corresponds
exactly with a channel marked on a map of 1804. The river
was diverted away from Kempston Mill in 1980 and the
presence of modern textiles within the channel backfill
would suggest that it was backfil led at that time.
This trench represents the final fieldwork associated with
the West of Bedford development area and the results will
be incorporated into the ongoing analysis and publication
programme.

References

BCAS, 1999; Cutler Hammer Sports ground; Archaeological field
evaluation (Report 99/33)

Dawson, M 2004; Archaeology of the Bedford Region, BAR
British Ser. 373

Luke M, Archer 1, Barker B, Beswick I and Smith M 2007;
'Bedford Western Bypass', SMA 37, 1

Luke M, Barker B and Osborne V 2009; 'Land west of Kempston',
SMA 39, 6-8

1

A watching brief on groundworks for the creation of a new
temporary classroom and external play area was carried out.
Nearly forty sherds of Roman, medieval and post-medieval
pottery were recovered. The majority of the Roman
assemblage is dated to the Et and 2nd centuries and includes
types found within previous nearby investigations. The
smaller medieval assemblage includes types of both early
and later medieval date. The school is located on the
periphery of an extensive Romano-British settlement (see
above). Although the groundworks did not reveal Roman
features, this may well be because only the topsoil and upper
part of the subsoil were removed. In places, the latter had the
appearance of alluvial (flood) clays and it is possible that in
situ archaeological remains might still survive below these
layers.

Battlesden, Battlesden House (SP 9586/2922)
James Newboult

Evaluation for a new pool house and an extension to
Battlesden House revealed the remains of a small,
double-skinned structure to the immediate west of a former
stable block. Cartographical analysis demonstrates that it
dates from between 1881 and 1901. Given its proximity to
the stables, it is likely to have had a utilitarian function. A
probable drainage ditch for the broadly northsouth aligned
trackway or path shown on the 1 881 1st edition Ordnance
Survey map was also revealed. Other remains included two
modern (probably 19th century) pits and several 19th century
and later service trenches.

Bedford, Bedford College (TL 0492/4942)
James Newboult

Evaluation revealed a variety of archaeological remains.
Saxo-Norman and early medieval remains included
domestic pits and a well, located in the back-plots of the
medieval buildings which formerly lined St Mary's Street.
A possible early phase of the King's Ditch was also
encountered in the western part of the site. These remains
are of significance for our understanding of land use within
Bedford's southern burh, at a formative period in the town's
history.
Post-medieval remains chiefly comprised brick-built walls,
related to 18th, 19th and 20th century buildings. Buried soils
from this period were also encountered.

Bedford, St Paul's Church (TL 0498/4968)
Ian Turner

Groundworks associated with internal renovation work
revealed no deposits or features of architectural or
archaeological interest. Outside the west entrance,
excavations for drainage pipes and the installation of a level
access identified a disturbed topsoil deposit in excess of
0.75m deep and a small portion of brick pavement of
possible Victorian date. This portion of pavement probably

Bedfordshire

BEDFORDSHIRE Kempston Rural Lower School (TL 1530/47890)
Mike Luke, Ben Barker, Marcin Koziminski and Mark
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Bedfordshire
represents the remains of an earlier paved route between the
churchyard gate and west door.

Bedford, St Paul's Square (TL 0502/4970)
Ian Turner

A total of 41 small foundation pits were dug for the
installation of market stalls on the north side of St Paul's
Square, Bedford. Seven pits contained archaeological
remains. These mostly comprised soil layers containing
early medieval artefacts. A Saxo-Norman pit was also
revealed. A possible human burial confirmed that the
boundary of the graveyard associated with St Paul's Church
formerly enclosed a larger area.

Biddenham, St James' Church (SP 1409/9937)
Mark Phillips

A watching brief was undertaken during construction of a
French drain around the chancel and north aisle of the
church. Variation in the construction of the chancel
foundations was apparent. The eastern bay was set on a
foundation plinth, while no separate foundation was visible
for the western bay. This may indicate that the eastern end
of the chancel was reconstructed or extended, perhaps in the
14th century when the east window was constructed.
Buttresses on the chancel appear to be additions, with
different foundations to the adjacent walls. The northern
buttress may have been a later replacement constructed to
stabilise the chancel wall which bulges outwards at this
point. The masonry of the northern buttress contrasts with
that of the nave and southern buttress. It is also larger than
its southern counterpart.

Brogborough Pipeline Relay (SP 9719/3846)
Rob Wardill

A c 700m section of new pipeline was constructed 800m to
the north-east of Brogborough. Two drainage/boundary
ditches of post-medieval or later origin were identified,
together with a possible post-medieval quarry pit.

Chicksands Priory (TL 1215/3931)
Rob Wardill

A new communications cable was installed adjacent to
Chicksands Priory, a scheduled ancient monument. The
shallow trench had only limited impact on archaeological
levels. A small area of sandstone was exposed but it was not
possible to determine whether it formed part of the remains
of a larger structure or was just rubble.

Felmersham, St Mary's Church (SP 99140/57845)
Kathy Pilkinton

Archaeological observation of groundworks identified the
remains of at least nine individuals within four separate
burials, located to the south-east of the church. There were a
number of gravestones in the area, although none appeared
to be associated with the burials. The absence of coffin
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remains and the relative shallowness of the graves suggest a
medieval or early post-medieval date.
A rubble layer at the east end of the church probably
represents evidence of building activity and may be
associated with the construction of the church itself or later
drainage works.

Houghton Regis Cemetery (TL 0170/2361)
Robert Wardill

Six trial trenches within a proposed extension to the
cemetery revealed no remains of archaeological
significance.

Marston Moretaine Pylon Replacement - Marston Farm
(SP 9861/4161) - Robert Wardill

A watching brief was maintained during groundworks for
the relocation of two overhead power line pylons to the cast
of Marston Moretaine. No archaeological remains were
identified.

Sandy, 4-6 London Road (TL 1665/4915)
Wesley Keir

Trial trenching in the western part of the site revealed
features and deposits associated with 19th and 20th century
properties fronting onto London Road. No evidence for
earlier activity was found.

Sandy, St Swithin's Lower School (TL 1748/4901)
James Newboult

Evaluation revealed two distinct phases of 20th century
landscaping. The first pre-dated the school and comprised
large scale ground reduction followed by the deposition of
levelling layers and a landscaped topsoil surface, c 0.7m
below current ground level. The second was associated with
concrete surfaces and paths, constructed as part of the
school in the 1990s.

Stanbridge, Green Farm House, Tilsworth Road
(SP 9664/2417) Gary Edmondson

A watching brief within the footprint of a new garage failed
to reveal any medieval or later archaeological remains.

Sundon to Bedford Pylon Replacement Works
Robert Wardill

A total of 16 rectangular pits around the legs of four pylons
were monitored during pylon replacement works. The
majority revealed only backfilled material, deposited during
the construction of the original pylons. In situ soil profiles
were only identified on the outer edges of the pits; no
archaeological deposits or features were found.



Thurleigh, Romp Hall (TL 0409/5733)
James Newboult

Groundworks associated with extensions and alterations to
the 17th - 19th century barn at Romp Hall were monitored,
revealing evidence for its past use (including wood storage
and stabling) and construction. The evidence recovered
suggests that there has been continuous activity on the site
of the barn and within the surrounding area from the 12th
century to the present.

Totternhoe, St Giles' Church (SP 9884/2088)
Mark Phillips

A watching brief on drainage works revealed a block of
stonework - apparently the remains of a foundation - below
the cast end of the south aisle. A straight join with the
foundation of the le century chancel suggests that it was
built up against the chancel. A single sherd of late medieval
pottery embedded into the stonework also suggests that it
was not built before the 14th century. The size and
distinctive shape of the foundation suggest that it may have
been intended to support stonework in the angle between
the chancel and the east end of the south aisle. It is possible
that the design was changed during construction work or
that the east end of the aisle has been altered subsequently.
No in situ burials and few disarticulated bones were found
in the uppermost part of the soil profile. In situ burials were
only revealed at depths of at least 1 m in the deeper
excavations for soakaway pits. The presence of coffin nails
and handles (with a variety of backing plates) indicates that
a number of the burials were associated with coffins.

Torternhoe, Wingfield Pipeline Relay (SP 985/226)
Kathy Pilkinton

A watching brief on the route of the pipeline identified a
number of archaeological features in the vicinity of a water
course. The majority dated to the Roman period, principally
the 2ad 3'd centuries AD, and included probable boundary
ditches, a gully and a pit. To the north-east of the area, an
extensive spread of deposits yielded building material and
other Roman artefacts. Although no structural features were
identified, the presence of such material suggests a building
is probably located nearby. The range of artefacts recovered
also suggests that the building is likely to be a dwelling
rather than a more functional structure such as a barn.

Arlesey, Wilbury Farm (TL 1903 3318)
David Kaye

A trial trench evaluation was carried out at Wilbury Farm to
assess the archaeological potential of the site prior to the
construction of a grain store and associated access road.
Seven trenches were opened within the footprint of the
proposed building and road. No archaeological cut features,
deposits or artefacts were observed. The soils revealed
during trenching suggested that topsoil on the higher, more
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exposed ground had been eroded by the wind, and
ploughing had homogenised the topsoil and subsoil. At the
lower end of the site the soil structure had been maintained,
and some colluvial deposits were noted.

Bromham, The Green (TL 0086 5129)
David Kaye

A programme of trial trenching was undertaken at 1-2 The
Green, in advance of residential redevelopment. Three
trenches were opened within the footprint of the proposed
new build and the associated access road and car park. A
shallow ditch or gully containing post-medieval pottery was
present in one trench, and a 19th or early 20th century pit or
ditch was revealed in another.

Colmworth, Church Road (TL 1085 5866)
Carina Summertield-Hill

An evaluation was undertaken on the land adjacent to the
Moat House, Church Road, prior to residential development
of the site. Two trenches were excavated, uncovering the
remains of a wall and related stone surface. Ceramic
building material and pottery dated to the 12th-13th century
suggest that this represents a building of medieval date.

Kimpton, St Peter & St Paul's Church (SP 1852 1776)
Carina Sunamerfield-Hill

A watching brief was carried out at Kimpton Church to
monitor the replacement of three soakaways. The remains
of an earlier masonry soakaway were revealed, constructed
with window ledges which probably did not originate from
the church. Sparse disarticulated human remains, three
articulated human burials and a coin of William III, dating
to 1701, were recovered.

Toddington, Mander Close (IL 0083 2888)
Martin Cuthbert

An evaluation was undertaken at the former Health Centre,
Mander Close, prior to the residential redevelopment of the
site. Five trenches were excavated, revealing a number of
features, one possibly dating to the post-medieval period,
one undated and two modern features.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SERVICES AND COTSWOLD ARCHAEOLOGY

CONSULTANCY
Dunstable, Land at North West Dunstable
(TL 0000 2240) Tim Havard

Evaluation comprising 89 trenches revealed a possible
Middle Neolithic pit and another of Late Neolithic date. The
evaluation confirmed the presence and survival of ring
ditches of possible Late Bronze Age or Early Iron Age date
and a trackway of possible Romano-British date detected by
geophysical survey. A possible field system associated with
the trackway was also recorded. An area of medieval
activity was identified in the north-west corner of the
evaluation area.



Bedfordshire
LEIGHTON BUZZARD AND DISTRICT
ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

27 Rothschild Road, Linslade
Barry Horne

During November and December 2008 Northamptonshire
Archaeology carried out an archaeological evaluation in an
adjoining field. This comprised a fairly regular pattern of 37
trial trenches. Thirty five of these trenches were 50m long.
Two others were 30m and 20m long. These trenches picked
up many features. See page 6.
The results of these investigations were reported in
Northamptonshire Archaeology Report 09/05, January
2009 by Anne Foard-Colby.
The evaluation produced evidence of Late Iron Age, Roman
and Saxon settlement as well as evidence of iron working. It
is thus one of those rare sites where we have the possibility
of studying the transition of Iron Age into Roman and
Roman into Saxon. It also offers the opportunity to study
pre-Medieval iron working in the area.
The Society was given the opportunity to excavate in an
adjoining garden by the owners, Mr and Mrs C Dawes.

Description
The garden is long and stretches 117m from Rothschild
Road to the field boundary. Much of it is a fairly steep slope
where there is little chance of occupation. Towards the top,
the northern boundary, the ground begins to level. Here
there are a number of trees.
The underlying geology is Woburn Sands, the top of the hill
being capped by glacial sand and gravel (British Geological
Survey, 1992).

Excavation
Bearing in mind the slope and the likely presence of tree
roots we placed our 4m x 2m excavation as near to the field
boundary as possible.
Excavation commenced on 19th July 2010 and was carried
out by hand. Once the turf was off the underlying soil was
trowelled. Some of the pieces of sandstone had the
appearance of coarse Roman and Medieval pottery but it
was soon realised that the finds were all Victorian and

Fig 1. Eastern end of the excavation showing the
sandstone natural.
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Edwardian. Careful mattocking and 100% sieving was
introduced to speed up excavation. Trowelling was
reintroduced when a layer of sandstone was encountered at a
depth of about 26cm. 100% sieving continued.
Two contexts were distinguished; the topsoil being 1001
and the sub-soil 1002. Context 1002 came down onto a layer
of natural sandstone. Fig 1.

Finds
Context 1001 - top soil
The finds were all small and are listed here.
Bone
Cement 1

Clay pipe 8

Coal 4
Coke 3

Copper alloy
Glass - miscellaneous 57
Glazed modern miscellaneous
Iron 18

Pitch
Plastic 6
Post-Medieval - Blue and white ware 12

Post-Medieval - Brick 119
Post-Medieval - Brown glazed 19

Post-Medieval - multicoloured glaze 8
Post-Medieval - Salt Glazed 5

Post-Medieval - Tile 8

Post-Medieval - Unglazed red 6
Post-Medieval - White Tin Glaze 57
Slag 8

Slate 35
Slate pencils 2
White Glazed China 7

Context 1002 - sub soil
The finds were all small and are listed here.
Bone 2
Brick 4
Glass - miscellaneous 1

Iron

Medieval - Coarse grey 1

Post- Medieval Black Glazed Earthenware 1
Post-Medieval - White Tin Glaze 2
Slag

The finds were all small and seem to date to the Victorian
and Edwardian periods. In all there are some 400 finds from
a 4m by 2m trench.
The piece of glazed pottery showing birds is clearly from an
"Asiatic Pheasant" pattern plate. Unfortunately this pattern
has been popular from 1834 until the present day so it is of
limited value for dating.

Probe survey
A probe survey was carried out up slope and down slope of
the trench to try to determine the extent of the sandstone
layer. It was found to extend at least 10m in each direction.
Fig 2.



27 Rothschild Road Probe Survey

Excavation

Fig 2. Results of the probe survey showing the depth of the sandstone layer beneath the surface. On the right is a plot

Discussion
It was hoped that our excavation would pick up evidence of
the Iron Age, Roman and Saxon occupation from the
adjoining field. Our work shows that the occupation seems
restricted to the top of the hill and does not extend down the
slope.
While the excavation was taking place the volume of finds
came as a surprise and the initial explanation that they were
the result of manure spread seemed unlikely. However,
documentary research has failed to reveal the presence of a
building in the area so manure spreading must be the
explanation.
The sandstone layer underlying Context 1002 came as a
surprise as no such layer was reported by Northants
Archaeology or by Paul Brown at 25 Rothschild Road from
his digging activities in his garden.
The three striations designated Contest 1005 are worthy of
note, we have no explanation. Fig 3.

Fig 3. Natural sandstone with striations.
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Conclusion
Although we did not find evidence of early occupation the
excavation has shown the volume of material involved in
manure spreading and the variable nature of the geology in
the area.

References

British Geological Survey, 1992; Leighton Buzzard, Sheet 220,
Solid and Drift edition.

Northamptonshire Archaeology Report 09/05, January 2009 by
Anne Foard-Colby.

MUSEUM OF LONDON ARCHAEOLOGY
SERVICE

Biggleswade, Biggleswade Wind Farm
SG18 - TL 20236 41817 Louise Wood

Sixteen evaluation trenches measuring 20m x 2m were
excavated across the site. Six of the trenches contained no
archaeological features, however, and the majority of the
features that were found appear to relate to agricultural
activities but contained few finds and so have proved
difficult to date. Evidence for earlier, possibly medieval,
field boundaries was found across the site and above the
natural glacial till, with the remains of medieval furrows
recorded in two trenches towards the centre of the site.
Undated postholes were also found in the same area. An
irregularly-shaped feature just to the north of the furrows
contained lenses of burnt material and small angular flints,
scorched red. Similar deposits have been found in the
vicinity of 'burnt mound' sites in Bedfordshire but it is not
clear what the purpose of this feature is. Modern ploughsoil
extended across the site.
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Bedfordshire
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGY

Ampthill, Ampthill Park, Woburn Road (TL 0247 3839)
Jim Brown

Trial trench excavation on Ampthill Castle (Scheduled
Ancient Monument 20429) was undertaken with Ampthill
and District Archaeological and Local History Society and
volunteers, for Ampthill Town Council and The Greensand
Trust through Awards for All Community Archaeology
Project. Geophysical survey by Ampthil I and District Local
History Society was used to target areas of potential
interest.
An extensive layout of features produced Saxon pottery and
a large ditch, a possible sunken building with a hearth at its
base were also investigated. Substantial levelling may have
flattened earthworks and filled depressions, preceding the
construction of a palatial residence by Sir John Cornwall in
the early 15th century. Remains of the palace building
ranges, used by Henry VIII's staff and surveyed in 1567,
comprised the base of stone wall foundations, floor
preparation levels with clay floors partially intact and the
base of a brick chimney hearth. These remains were heavily
robbed and it is likely that they did not survive the
Parliamentarian capture of Ampthill during the Civil War.
BEDFM.2009.49. OASIS 72708

Biggleswade, Potton Road (TL 2070 4580)
Chris Jones

An archaeological strip, map and sample excavation,
commissioned by CgMs Consulting acting on behalf of
David Wilson Homes, was undertaken on land at Potton
Road. Two areas were excavated in the vicinity of two
trenches from an earlier evaluation. One area was targeted
on three known Neolithic pits and another on a late Bronze
Age/early Iron Age pit. Both areas were extended but no
archaeological features beyond those previously identified
were present. However, a previously unexcavated Neolithic
pit produced multiple sherds that make up about a quarter of
a Peterborough ware Mortlake bowl. BEDFM.2009.63

Harrold, Church Walk, Longridge (SP 9518 5675)
Jim Burke and Jim Brown

A trial trench evaluation was commissioned by Resolution
Homes Ltd. Several pits and gullies containing Late Iron
Age and Romano-British pottery and animal bone were
excavated. Two postholes contained medieval pottery, and
there was post-medieval pottery in the garden soil.
However, modem disturbance had affected much of the
surviving archaeology. An archaeological watching brief
was also conducted in order to observe the installation of a
concrete raft that would enable preservation of the Iron Age
and Roman remains in situ and to preserve by record the
medieval pits and buried soil encountered in other building
footings. BEDFM:2009:48

Houghton Conquest, High Street (TL 0117 6708)
Anthony Maull and Jim Burke

Archaeological excavation was undertaken on behalf of
Bloor Homes in advance of development. The presence of a
medieval moat was known from extant earthworks and
previous evaluation of the site, although the full extent has
not been defined. Late Saxon settlement included
parallel-ditched boundaries as evidence of plot formation
beginning in the 10th century. A small structure may have
been a focus for iron smelting during this period. The
boundary plots were retained until the mid-13th century with
some modification and renewal. A copper bowl dating to the
12th or 13th centuries was found in a pit. Following the
probable creation of a moated enclosure in the mid-13th
century settlement was restricted to the interior; the land to
east reverting to agricultural usage. There were no manorial
buildings within the excavated area, but the finds indicate a
site of fairly high status in the late medieval period. There
was a building of sill-beam construction, demolished when
two large parallel ditches were dug across the site. A stone
building was constructed in the mid-late 15th century,
although its relationship with the moat is unclear. The site
had been levelled by the mid-16th century and has been
pasture since. BEDFM.2009.50

Leighton Buzzard, Linslade, Bossington Lane/Stoke
Road (SP 9150 2600)
Anne Foard-Colby

An evaluation, commissioned by Bloor Homes on land
proposed for housing, located pits, ditches and postholes of
a small Romano-British farmstead, dated to the 1 '' to 3'1
centuries AD, which occupied the western slopes of a small
hill. Finds include Roman pottery, roof and floor tile, an iron
'spud' or hoe and half a rotary quern. Two of the pits
contained iron smelting debris. Evidence of early to mid
Saxon occupation was also present with pottery broadly
dated to the early/middle Saxon period AD450-850, and an
annular loomweight. LUTMN:2008/73. OASIS 72639

Luton, Junction 10A of the M1 motorway (TL 091 188)
Ian Fisher and Anne Foard-Colby

Archaeological geophysical survey, trial trenching, and a
watching brief of geotechnical test pits was carried out on
land proposed for improvements to Junction 10A of the Ml
motorway. There were a small number of undated features
comprising a ditch, three gullies and a pit. Post-medieval
brick and an iron nail were recovered from one of the
gullies. A rumbler bell and an iron disk were recovered from
the topsoil by metal detection. There was another gully in a
geotechnical test pit and a brickearth deposit was identified
in another. LUTNM:2009.122

Northill, Home Wood Medieval Fishery and Warren
(TL 1439 4631)
Anthony Maull

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken on behalf
of the Forestry Commission. Remedial and public access
works at Home Wood Medieval Fishery and Warren,
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Scheduled Ancient Monument (29423), comprised the
dredging of the western arm of the moat, repair and
consolidation of the dam and improvement of the existing
access across the northern arm of the moat. The dam
appeared to be a recent brick and concrete structure and no
elements of any earlier dams were identified.
BEDFM.2009.22. OASIS 72865

Stagsden, 25 High Street (SP 9831 4903)
Adrian Burrow and Jim Burke

Documentary evidence had indicated that a medieval Tithe
Barn may have once stood in the area. The foundations of
two barns were located by open area excavation carried out
on land proposed for residential development for T C
Newton & Sons Ltd. I Iowever, these buildings were dated
to the 19th century. Much of the site had been subjected to
extensive modern ground disturbance. BEDFM:2009.46.
OASIS 72924 and 72935

OXFORD ARCHAEOLOGY EAST

Silsoe TL 0791 3550 (Excavation in progress)
C Thatcher

Ongoing excavations have found medieval ditches, pits and
a cobbled trackway.

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

ALBION ARCHAEOLOGY

Aylesbury - Aylesbury Crown Court (SP 8231/1308)
Kathy l'ilkinton

Trial trenching revealed two large ditches and a pit,
predating the demolition of 19th century terraced houses, in
the northern part of the site. The presence of brick
fragments and mortar suggests infilling during the modern
period. The southern half of the site contained a probable
pond, the limits of which could not be determined. Clay
deposits within the pond contained small fragments of
brick, which indicates it was probably infilled during the
post-medieval period.

AOC ARCHAEOLOGY GROUP

Project Pinewood (TQ 0212 8453)
Ian Hogg

Natural clays were observed at a height between 67.25m
and 56.41m Ordnance Datum; they were overlain in many
parts of the site by natural gravels and a sequence of subsoil
and topsoil. No archaeological features were identified in
this phase of works.
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Buckinghamshire
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SERVICES AND
CONSULTANCY

Aylesbury, Tring Road (SP 8325 1340)
Martin Cuthbert

Following an initial desk-based assessment, an evaluation
of the southern part of Tring Road allotments was
undertaken in advance of proposed incorporation of the this
area into the adjoining municipal cemetery. The evaluation,
comprising a metal detector survey and trial trenching, was
required because previous discoveries within and around
the allotments had indicated that the site may contain burials
of the Saxon period. The evaluation did not reveal burials of
any period, and little evidence of activity pre-dating the
medieval period was observed. The area appears to have
been arable land during the medieval and post-medieval
periods. Significant truncation and reworking of soils and
natural sediments was identified, and it is suggested that
ploughing and recent use of the site as allotments had
destroyed any shallow archaeological features which might
have been present.

Bradwell, Moat House (SP 8300 3960)
Martin Cuthbert

In March a watching brief was carried out at the Moat
House, during groundworks for the construction of a garage.
One possible wall and adjacent floor surface were revealed
in a small area within the trench, but no other archaeological
features were observed within the open area or anywhere
else within the trench.

Bradwell Abbey (SP 8268 3947)
Carina Summerfield-I Jill

In August a watching brief was maintained at Bradwell
Abbey during excavations for concrete display bases for
nineteen Shottlander sculptures, located around the
grounds. One location revealed a stone floor surface thought
to be associated with either the Cruck Barn or the
surrounding farmyard. Within the remaining trenches only
disturbed ground was encountered, and no archaeological
features or deposits were observed.

Denham, Village Road (TQ 0429 8695)
Carina Summerfield-Hill

A watching brief was carried out at Cedar Cottage, Village
Road, during the construction of a single-storey rear
extension to the existing cottage. The site has been much
disturbed due to services, and a former concrete pond and
stream. No archaeological features or deposits were
observed.

Granborough, Biggin Field (SP 7630 2626)
Jonathan I lunn

A 'strip, map and sample' excavation was undertaken at
Biggen Field during construction of a barn, adjacent to the
earthwork site marking the deserted medieval village of
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Biggen. The footprint of the structure was excavated down
to the top of the subsoil under archaeological supervision,
and the excavation of two foundation pits was monitored.
No archaeological features or deposits were located, and no
medieval artefacts were observed.

Great Missenden, High Street (SP 8960 0111)
Carina Summerfield-Hill

A watching brief was carried out at the Fire and Rescue
Station, High Street, to monitor groundworks for a
single-storey extension to the existing building. The
watching brief revealed only made ground from an earlier
demolished building on the site, and a modern brick
soakaway. No archaeological deposits or features were
observed.

Grove, Church Lock Cottage (SP 9212 2248)
Bob Zeepvat

A watching brief was maintained during the construction of
an extension to Church Lock Cottage, a Grade II listed
former lock-keeper's cottage alongside the Grand Union
Canal at Grove. The watching brief revealed a series of
small below-ground structures at the south-west end of the
cottage, extending beyond the limits of the single-storey
extension that had been demolished at the start of the
project. The cellar rooms, which were soundly constructed
of brick, were bonded to the lower part of the house, and
were most likely contemporary with it. Their function
remains unknown. No archaeological deposits or artefacts
relating to the adjoining former church were encountered.

Haversham, High Street (SP 8292 4280)
Martin Cuthbert

In February a watching brief was carried out on land south
of 6 High Street, during the clearance of an area before the
construction of a stable block. No archaeological finds or
features were observed within the stripped development
area. Pottery of medieval to modem date was recovered
from the topsoil.

Haversham, Mill Road (SP 8373 4372)
Bob Zeepvat

In June a watching brief was undertaken during the
excavation of footings for a single-storey extension to Old
Mill View, Mill Road, Haversham. The present house
partly occupies former farm buildings belonging to Hill
Farm, and a number of discoveries of Roman artefacts,
features and structures from in and around the farm have
been taken to indicate the likelihood of a well-appointed
Roman villa in the vicinity. The watching brief revealed a
rough limestone rubble surface, most likely that of the
farmyard, cut by a number of modem service trenches. No
finds of archaeological significance, Roman or otherwise,
were recovered from the footing trenches.
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Leckhampstead, Middle End (SP 7265 3763)
Calli Rouse

A watching brief was carried out during groundworks for
construction of a manege at Valley House, Middle End. The
site is located within the vicinity of earthworks associated
with two medieval manor houses and a possible Civil War
gun battery. The northeast of the development footprint was
subject to a shallow, partial topsoil strip prior to deposition
of levelling material: the presence or absence of
archaeological remains was not determined. Ground level
was substantially reduced at the southwest of the
development footprint, but no archaeological finds, features
or deposits were present at this location.

Middleton, All Saints Church (SP 8876 3917)
Carina Summerfield-Hill

Between April and June a watching brief was carried out at
All Saints Church, Middleton (Milton Keynes village),
during the construction of a new north porch and associated
services. Large quantities of disarticulated human remains,
and eighty articulated/partially articulated burials were
excavated. Several showed evidence of having been coffin
burials, while most lacked evidence of grave type. Roman
pottery and a deposit containing slag, heated clay and
pottery provided evidence for Roman settlement activity
within the area.

Penn, Elm Road (SU 9074 9362)
Martin Cuthbert

A watching brief was undertaken at The Old Antique Shop,
Elm Road, during groundworks for a single-storey rear
extension to the shop. A posthole of possible medieval date,
a ditch or robber trench and a tentatively identified wall
foundation of the post-medieval period were present in the
area affected by groundworks.

Pitstone, Moat Farm (SP 9438 1519)
David Kaye

A programme of recording was carried out at Moat Farm to
assess the archaeological features and stratigraphy in and
around a damaged area of the moat, which is a scheduled
ancient monument. The base of a brick and lime mortar dam
was cleared of spoil, cleaned and recorded, and the silt
immediately adjacent to it was removed. The dam base
appeared to incorporate part of an earlier structure, possibly
a bridge, made at least in part of Tottemhoe chinch. Other
features associated with the dam and adjacent sluice
appeared to have been constructed in an effort to reduce
erosion of the sides of the moat.

Ravenstone, Bay Lane (SP 8493 5083)
Calli Rouse

In April a watching brief was carried out at Sunnyside
Cottage, Bay Lane, during groundworks for a double garage
to the west of the existing cottage. The development area
was located directly adjacent to the Scheduled Ancient



Monument of Ravenstone Priory. No archaeological finds
or features were observed during the watching brief.

Ravenstone, Horseshoe Farm (SP 8510 5087)
Galli Rouse

In April a trial trench evaluation was carried out at
Horseshoe Farm, North End, in advance of the construction
of a dwelling on the site. A single L-shaped trench was
excavated within the footprint of the proposed dwelling,
revealing a cobbled surface and a wall footing, thought to be
associated with buildings shown on the site on 19th century
mapping. A brick floor was also uncovered within the
trench. This was at a higher level than the wall footing or
cobbled surface, suggesting it was associated with a later
building, and may have been part of an early floor surface
associated with a recently demolished barn. All three
features were associated with post-medieval tile and brick.
The site had evidently been terraced at some point, creating
a sharp fall in ground level between the eastern end of the
site and the road to the west. The lack of any earlier
archaeological finds or features suggests that it was
truncated during the post-medieval period.

Sherington, Sherington Manor (SP 8892 4622)
Carina Summerfield-Hill and David Fell

In April the initial phase of a staged programme of
evaluation was undertaken at Sherington Manor. A single
trial trench was excavated adjacent to a medieval moated
site (SAM 29471) that lies within the grounds of the manor.
A shallow spread containing a mixture of local flint, a small
quantity of ceramic building material, and animal bone was
noted at the north-northeast end of the trench. Definitive
dating evidence was not present although the ceramic
building material and the location of the deposit suggest that
it may be associated with construction of the nearby 18th
century manor house. Finds or features defining activity
associated with the medieval moated site were not
observed.

Stony Stratford, High Street (SP 7874 4049)
Martin Cuthbert

In July a watching brief was carried out at 58 High Street
during the excavation of footing and service trenches for an
extension to the existing shop. Only the remnants of a
modern drain were present; no deposits or finds of
archaeological significance were revealed. However, as the
groundworks were limited in scope and the natural soil
horizon was not reached, this does not preclude the
presence of archaeological remains elsewhere on the site.

Tattenhoe, St Giles Church (SP 8280 3395)
Carina Summerfield-Hill

In August a watching brief was maintained at St Giles
Church, as a condition of scheduled monument consent, to
observe the relaying of the existing church path. Due to the
shallow nature of the works no archaeological features or
deposits were found.
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Tattenhoe, Bare Farm (SP 8217 3349)
Carina Summerfield-Hill and David Kaye

In October an evaluation was carried out at Bare Farm,
Tattenhoe Park, to inform development proposals for the
site. Five trenches were excavated, to determine whether the
Iron Age features present in the adjacent fields extended
onto the site. The southeastern corner of the site contained at
least five animal burials, four sheep and one cow, probably
the remains of modern stock buried whilst the farm was still
operational. No archaeological cut features, deposits or
stratified finds were noted. It is probable that the
roundhouses present in the fields to the south and southeast
of the site were contained within the associated boundary
ditches, and the linear features that were orientated towards
the site either terminated or turned before reaching the
evaluation trenches.

Waddesdon, Windmill Hill Farm (SP 7342 1550)
Calli Rouse

Historic building recording was undertaken on two barns at
Windmill Hill Farm, prior to their conversion for use as part
of a research centre. Both buildings date to the late 19th to
early 20th centuries, and have been used for agricultural
purposes since their construction. Building I comprised two
storeys, the lower floor having being used originally to
house cattle and horses, and latterly as a storage space. The
upper floor was latterly used as a grain store, and
paraphernalia associated with this remain both inside and
outside the building. Building 2 was a single storey structure
which appeared to have started life as a piggery. In the latter
part of the 20th century it was used as stables, but the internal
evidence suggested that it was more likely used latterly to
house cattle.

Weston Underwood, Weston House (SP 8672 5078)
Martin Cuthbert

In June a watching brief was carried out at Weston House
during the excavation of footing trenches and associated
services, in relation to the conversion and extension of the
existing garage and workshop. One wall, a possible wall, a
layer of mortar and a possible ditch, all of post-medieval
date, were revealed in the footing trenches.

Wheeler End, Laurel Farm (SU 8035 9330)
Jonathan Hunn

A watching brief was undertaken during the construction of
a manege at Laurel Farm. A modern service trench and a
bowl-shaped depression were the only features noted: no
archaeological deposits were present. On the west side of
the field the manege partly overlay an undated chalk
extraction pit, which was partly mulled to provide a level
surface for the manege.
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Whitchurch, Oving Road (SP 8003 2096)
Karin Semmelmann

Historic building recording of the Quaker Barn, 1 Oving
Road was undertaken prior to its conversion for residential
use. The barn is a three-bay un-aisled structure under a clay
tile roof. It was built in the late 17th/early 18th century using
locally sourced stone and some timber that had previously
been used in a domestic setting. The barn appears to have
been rebuilt in the late 18th century, and an inscription on the
northern tiebeam commemorating a wedding in 1794 may
provide an indication of when and why. At the time the barn
was owned by Thomas Fowler, a local churchwarden who
was also active in the Methodist movement. The wedding
was that of his daughter, and the barn may have been a
wedding gill, or the venue for the wedding festivities. His
house, now known as Quaker Barn, was then called
Normead, a name it retained until at least 1934. Records
suggest that the barn has always been associated with the
farmhouse, and was always used for storage.

Wingrave, Church Street (SP 8686 1892)
Karin Semmelmann

Historic building recording of the United Reform Church in
Church Street was carried out as a condition of planning
permission for development of the site. The earliest record
of Nonconformism in Wingrave dates from 1669, when it
was recorded that Anabaptist meetings had been held for
several years. Initially Nonconformist meetings were held
in private houses specifically licensed to hold services. In
1813 William Cox offered licensed land to the local
Nonconformists, who in 1817 formed an Independent
Church consisting of Baptists, Congregationalists and
Quakers, and known as the Union Church. The present
meeting room, which was built in 1832, is orientated
east-west and is brick built under a hipped roof with slate
tiles. It was built onto an earlier meeting room dating from
c1817. Beyond this is a kitchen. Two school rooms were
added to the north of the kitchen and rear meeting room in
1904. As elsewhere, the congregation declined in the
post-war years and the church was closed in 2005.

Winslow, Cattle Market (SP 7698 2748)
David Kaye

Following an initial desk-based assessment, an evaluation
was undertaken on the site of the Cattle Market, to assess its
archaeological potential prior to redevelopment. Seven
trenches were opened within the footprint of the proposed
buildings. Archaeological evidence was observed in four of
the trenches. This comprised two postholes and two
probable gullies, none of which were dated, and the remains
of a wooden Victorian cattle pen. The site appeared to have
been heavily landscaped, probably when the original cattle
market was constructed. The natural geology was overlain
by made ground that deepened from the northern edge to the
southeast corner of the site, at which point it was over a
metre in depth.

10

CHILTERN ARCHAEOLOGY

Charndon, Salvage Recording of the Old Longhouse
(SP 6715 2439) Dr Jill Ayers

The Old Longhouse was built as two small witchert
cottages, semi-detached and one storey, during the 18th
century. They are small and most likely for agricultural
workers employed at the nearby farms. The cottages used
local building materials - witchert with wood inserts for the
walls and limestone for the grumpling layers (Lamberti
Limestone from the Oxford Clay). The witchert comprised a
lime-rich clay (derived from local decayed Jurassic
limestone) to which was added quartz (20%) and
straw/organics (10%). The sediment already contained
limestone pebbles or a further amount was also added to
make up 20% in the final mix. There was one main entrance
doorway to each witchert cottage, sited on the front of the
building and facing onto Main Street. During the 19th and
20th century various alterations involved the addition of an
extension at each end of the witchert structure, closing up
the original two doors and increasing the height of the top
witchert walling with breeze block to form an extra level
and bedrooms on an upper floor. The two new extensions
and the upper floor rooms were linked by two corridors
which were added to the rear and ran the full length of the
new building. These corridors linked all rooms and led to
the staircase put in at the north end. During these
renovations the grumpling layer at the front of the witchert
building was reinforced with a very hard concrete revetment
which would improve drainage away from the witchert
walls.

Hambleden, Woodland archaeological survey, Ridge
Wood (SU 778 865)
Dr Jill Ayers

There are enough species of ancient flora in the south and
southeast to indicate this woodland (Ridge Wood) has been
in existence for a considerable time. Ridge Wood is present
as woodland on the earliest map of the area (1761) and
remains woodland from this time to the present-day. In
contrast, the north and west parts of the wood (Great Wood)
show no such ancient indicator species and show evidence
of much replanting. The earliest maps of the mid-1700s
show Great Wood largely cleared of trees and under
cultivation or grazing. Large areas of the Great Wood began
to regenerate during the early to late 1800s.The redwood
lined, wide, formal bridleway, the Glade, was laid out at
some time between 1883 and 1898. The Glade and other
Victorian tracks then became the main routes through the
woods and previous pathways (such as the deep worn
holloways and other now faint ancient paths) became
disused. Other features, such as the saw pits, are close to the
holloways, indicating these paths were still the dominant
entry and exit points when the pits were in use. The size and
sinuous nature of a ditch and bank on the east side is
characteristic of a woodland boundary feature from the
early medieval period. Indeed, the most northerly holloway
respects this feature, and hence puts the ditch and bank as
the most ancient structure seen in the woodland survey.
There are 7 saw pits and these are all along the east side of



Ridge Wood indicating they were used for the village of
Hambleden. This is also the only area where notable
coppicing was observed, although at a low level.

COTSWOLD ARCHAEOLOGY

Aston Clinton, Land to the rear of Brook Street/London
Road(SP 8751 1234)
Ray Holt

Evaluation identified one Roman ditch and seven
medieval/post-medieval furrows.

Denham, The Lea (TQ 0490 8600)
Laurent Coleman and David Cudlip

Following previous work (see SMA 38), a further phase of
area excavation in advance of gravel extraction was carried
out over an area of c 0.2ha in the south-eastern corner of the
northern field. Ditches representing a continuation of the
Middle to Late Bronze Age field system lay at the
south-western edge of the excavation area. The eastern part
of Enclosure 5, which probably dates to the 1 g to 2nd
centuries AD, was further investigated. The only features
found inside it were two probable Roman wells in the
south-western corner. A south-eastward continuation of
Ditch 1 was also identified. This ditch probably dates to the

4th3rd 4- century AD and extended beyond the eastern edge of
the excavation area.

Stoke Mandeville, Woolpack liul, Risborough Road
(SP 8355 1025) Peter Davenport

A fire on April 28 2009 badly damaged the Woolpack Inn,
an L-shaped Grade II Listed Building described as a 17th
century timber-framed structure. A record of the building
was made to mitigate the effects of the fire damage and to
inform restoration. The fire destroyed one roof slope of the
northern range and caused the collapse of the entire roof
structure and upper floor of the thatched section. Further
demolition of these roof structures and the brick chimneys
was necessary to make the building safe after the fire was
extinguished. Nevertheless, the ground floor and elevations
to eaves level and the central roof truss of the north range
survived to be recorded in detail and large elements of the
timber structures of both it and the thatched, southern range
were recovered from the wreckage.
The north wing had a tiled roof and the south was thatched.
The study of the building has confirmed a likely 17th

century date for the northern range but has shown that the
southern range is considerably earlier and that the northern
range was a structural addition to it. The truss design,
jointing and timber reduction techniques indicate a late
medieval tradition, and a date probably in the late 15th to
16th century. The older range had been under-built in brick
in the late 1 gth or early 19th century. The overwhelming
majority of the timber work and all the older work is in elm.
Dating by dendrochronology was not, therefore, possible.
Many additions and extensions had been made to the
building in the last three or four decades, including
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significant internal alterations to the historic core.
Substantial changes had been made to the core in the later
18th to early 20th centuries as well. Archaeological
monitoring of excavations for new foundations and floors
revealed that the buildings had been erected on a laid
platform of clay which sealed an old ditch or watercourse.
Two sherds of medieval pottery were recovered.

JOHN MOORE HERITAGE SERVICES
Compiled by David Gilbert

Amersham, 74 High Street (SP 9546 9728)
David Gilbert

No archaeological remains were encountered during this
evaluation.

Brill, 20 Church Street, Penn Cottage (SP 6555 1376)
Gwilym Williams

A watching brief was conducted during the excavation of
footings for a replacement rear extension. Three pits dating
from the I7th to 18th centuries, in addition to an undated pit
were observed. Good assemblages of post-medieval Brill
production wares, as well as high status material of
non-local production were recovered.

Brill, 7 & 9 Temple Street (SP 65465 14030)
Gwilym Williams

An excavation was conducted to the rear of the properties.
The site is located within the boundaries of Prosser's Yard
pottery. Several postholes and nine large pits were located.
These all appear to be associated with pottery production.
One pit contained saggars and kiln waste dating from the
15th century. Other pits were identified as sand pits, others
contained clay dumps within the back-fill, 15th century
saggars were also associated with these.

Dinton, Cuddington Road, Marsh Mead Farm
(SP 7578 1157) Gwilym Williams

An archaeological evaluation of five trenches was
conducted that revealed several Roman field ditches dating
to the 2nd century or later, and a single post-medieval gully.
A pit or ditch terminal was also recorded. This may be of
middle Iron Age date.

Foscott, Foscott Old Church (SP 7168 3576)
Gwilym Williams

No archaeological remains were encountered during this
watching brief.
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Frieth, Frieth Hill, The Cottage (SP 7949 9023)
Gwilym Williams

A watching brief was conducted during the excavation of
footings for a replacement extension to the rear of the
property. An undated lime-slaking pit was observed.

Haddemham, 1 Fort End (SP 7407 0879)
David Gilbert

An archaeological evaluation was conducted to the rear of
the property. A single 10m long trench was excavated to the
natural geological formation. No archaeological remains
were encountered.

Haddenham, 15 Townsend, Berry Cottage
(SP 74077 0920) David Gilbert

An archaeological investigation was conducted to the rear
of the property. This comprised a small area excavation that
located two post-medieval postholes, covered by a
sequence of later garden soils.

Haddenham, 37 Townsend (SP 7388 0839)
John Moore

Several pits were noted towards the rear of the plot and it
seems likely that these are 13th century in date. They are
sealed by a later medieval cultivation soil. The site then
appears to have gone out of use until a post-medieval
cultivation soil is observed.

Princes Risborough, 27-29 High Street (SP 8080 0334)
David Gilbert

Three trial trenches were excavated to the rear of the
property. A large proportion of the area had been excavated
in two main events from the 17'h century onwards. Possible
evidence for burgage plot boundaries was also recorded.

Wavendon, St. Mary's Church (SP 9115 3720)
Milena Grzybowska

An archaeological watching brief was conducted during
groundwork within the graveyard of the church. One burial
was located. This was recorded and left in situ.
The evaluation revealed evidence of intensive medieval use
of the rear of the plot, comprising some pitting and
postholes. This may indicate the presence of structures
within the plot boundary. Ditches, at right angles to the
street frontage onto Ickford Road, and forming
sub-divisions of the current plot may indicate that the
current property is formed of at least two plots with internal
divisions within each boundary.
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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGY

(Editor's note: NA's contribution for Buckinghamshire
2008 was inadvertently omitted from SMA 2009, 39, and is
provided this year instead.)

Buckingham, Bridge Street (SP 69660 33900)
Tim Upson-Smith

Excavations on behalf of Lagan Homes comprised two
5m-wide trenches totalling 150m long, joined at right
angles. One trench was parallel with Bridge Street, the other
was parallel with the Market Place and the River Great
Ouse. A section through a sequence of inundation layers
towards the river bank provided widespread evidence of the
build-up of alluvial silt, which changed (principally
narrowed) the river course from the 12th century onwards.
Finds of 12th to 16th century date, including leather shoes,
accumulated on the gravel of the river bed and within the
early alluvium. Along the rear of properties fronting Market
Square, was a possible dew-pond, dated c 1600-1650, and a
series of pits of later post-medieval date. Finds included a
very large late-medieval stone mortar, post-medieval
pottery and clay tobacco-pipes. At the north-west corner of
the site and running south parallel to Bridge Street was a
dense concentration of pits, including a possible carpenter's
saw-pit. Pottery dated a few of these pits to the late medieval
period, though most were of post-medieval date. A
succession of later brick building foundations overlay these
pits. AYBCM 2008.119

Medmenham, SAS Institute (SU 817 846)
Leon Field

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken on behalf
of Brocklehurst Architects, acting for their client Costain
Ltd, during groundworks connected with construction of a
new cricket pavilion at the SAS Institute. Excavations
revealed the area had been subject to extensive disturbance
possibly related to the 20'h century RAF base, and no
archaeological features were uncovered. AYBCM
2008.210

Milton Keynes, Bletchley, Watling Street
(SP 8266 3975 - SP 8637 3541) Anne Foard-Colby

A watching brief was carried out during the laying of a
pipeline along part of the route of the old Roman Road of
Watling Street. A number of previous road surfaces were
observed, including a deviation in the route of the road,
which is shown on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey map.
Brick foundations and the remnants of a tiled floor may be
the remains of the Denbigh Hall public house, also depicted
on the early Ordnance Survey map. AYBCM 2007.120

Milton Keynes, Broughton Bridge (SP 900 389)
David Leigh

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken during
groundworks connected with the construction of a new road
bridge on land at Broughton Bridge. A heavily truncated



natural substratum was present across all of the
development area. No archaeological deposits were present
and no artefacts were recovered. AYBCM 2009.32

Milton Keynes, Eagle Farm and Glebe Farm
(SP 920 380) Stephen Morris

A geophysical survey was conducted on land surrounding
Eagle Farm and Glebe Farm located to the cast of Milton
Keynes, on behalf of Gallagher Estates and Taylor
Woodrow Developments Ltd. Approximately 1 12ha were
examined by topsoil magnetic susceptibility survey and
27ha were examined by detailed gradiometer survey. The
survey identified a single site of enclosures and ditches
possibly dating to the Iron Age or Romano-British period.
In addition there was evidence of extensive medieval ridge
and furrow field cultivation. MKSMR 1119

Milton Keynes, land near Wavendon (SP 924 381)
Ian Fisher and John Walford

A geophysical survey was conducted on land located to the
east of Milton Keynes for Wardell Armstrong, acting on
behalf of Berkeley Strategic. Approximately 14.2ha were
examined by magnetic susceptibility and 2.2ha were
examined by detailed gradiometer survey. No significant
archaeological remains were found. Evidence of medieval
ridge and furrow cultivation was identified. MKSMR 1119

Milton Keynes, Wolverton, Radcliffe School
(SP 8063 4096) Jim Brown

A trial trench evaluation was conducted on the sports field
at the Radcliffe School. A total of 1050m of linear trenches
were excavated within the application area following initial
geophysical survey. The features were mainly shallow
furrows belonging to an earlier cultivation pattern. A
post-medieval ditch identified from the 1885 Ordnance
Survey map divided the area into two parts. Furrows to the
east of this boundary were mainly aligned north-east to
south-west and those to the west of the boundary were
mainly aligned north-west to south-east. The relationship of
the alignments to the 19th century boundary suggested a
medieval or post-medieval origin. 2008.138

Newport Pagnell, former Post-Office Sorting Office
(SP 8760 4375) Adrian Burrow

An archaeological evaluation was carried out on land
proposed for residential development. Two trenches were
excavated, which revealed two postholes and a possible
rubbish pit, garden soils, made ground, and a 19th century
brick-built well. The features most likely relate to the
nearby Anchor Hotel and its ancillary buildings and gardens
established in the 17th century. AYBCM 2008.71, OASIS
55651

Buckinghamshire
Olney, 20a West Street (SP 8875 5151)
Susan Stratton

A trial trench evaluation was conducted on land to the rear
of 43 High Street. A total of 16m of linear trench was
excavated within the 675m2 development area. There were
a series of post-medieval pits cut into the natural clays. The
whole development site had been heavily disturbed by
modern dumping and levelling activities. AYBCM
2008.189, OASIS 55490

Padbury, Betts Farm (SP 72125 30775)
Carol Simmonds

An archaeological evaluation was undertaken on a 0.32ha
parcel of land at Betts Farm. Three trenches were opened
and natural clays, sands and gravels were exposed beneath
the topsoil or modern hardcore surface. Several
archaeological features were investigated, including drains,
ditches and gullies, postholes and a probable pit, some dated
to the 19th century. It is likely that the farmyard has
undergone considerable truncation and alteration from the
19th century onwards. AYBCM2008.126, OASIS 55476

Stowe Landscape Gardens, New Inn Farm (SP 681 364)
Joe Prentice

New Inn Farm, Stowe, owned by the National Trust, was
built during the early years of the 18th century (SMA 36
(2006), 16). The buildings are predominantly of red brick
with some stone sections. All of the walls are bonded in lime
mortar which allows movement, particularly useful for a
building founded on clay which can move both vertically
and horizontally during seasonal moisture changes without
any significant structural damage. The form and depth of
the foundations for the various sections of the building was
not known and therefore a series of small test pits were dug
against the walls to investigate the foundations in order that
plans for the future restoration of the building can be made.
The test pits show that the building exhibits a variety of
foundations both in the types of materials used and their
depths, which varied between c 20-80mm. One foundation
comprises a stepped-out plinth of undressed limestone,
apparently unmortared and bonded only in clay. Other walls
have red brick foundations bonded in a creamy white lime
mortar. One layer beneath both the cobbles and wall footing
was a mixture of gravels and broken bricks and tiles within a
clay matrix and it is thought that this was the sub-base for
the cobble surface which was simply removed and the wall
built directly onto the sub-base below. It appears that the
builders deemed the cobble sub-base sufficiently compact
to support the extension, a supposition which, however
unlikely, appears in actuality to have been largely correct.

Winslow, Little Ilorwood (SP 777 297)
Simon Carlyle

An archaeological trial trench evaluation was undertaken on
the site of the former World War IT airfield at Little
Horwood, situated to the north of Winslow and the proposed
routes of the access roads. The work was commissioned by
Phoenix Consulting Ltd, acting on behalf of Greenway
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Land LLP. The trenches were positioned to target potential
archaeological remains identified by geophysical survey.
There are four settlement sites, three of which date to the
late Iron Age or late Pre-Roman Iron Age (1° century BC to
mid 10 century AD), the fourth to the Roman period. They
generally comprise a number of enclosures and ditches and
are probably the remains of small farmsteads. On two of the
sites there were pit groups, probably associated with
quarrying in the Roman period. Elsewhere,
medieval/post-medieval furrows were identified and there
was also evidence for possible medieval land divisions or
agricultural trenches that predated the extant ridge and
furrow. On the airfield, to the south of the main runway,
there were extensive areas of made-ground, associated with
the construction of the airfield in the mid 1940s. 2008:120

(Northamptonshire Archaeology
Buckinghamshire 2009)

Aylesbury, Quarrendon Leas (SP 8023 1585)
Jim Burke

The excavation of 17 test pits was commissioned by Jacobs
Engineering UK Ltd, on behalf of their client,
Buckinghamshire County Council, to determine the
character and extent of modern disturbance and deposit
accumulation on the moated area on the site of scheduled
medieval earthworks at Quarrendon Leas (Scheduled
Ancient Monument: 12004). The test pit excavation was
followed by a watching brief during the construction of a
footpath across the scheduled monument. The investigation
revealed a brick drain, yard and track surfaces associated
with Church Farm, which formerly occupied the site until
its demolition in the late 20th century, and a range of
demolition deposits and made ground. No deposits
predating the 19th century were encountered. AYBCM:
2009.23

Biddlesden, Whitfield Wood (SP 6427 3930)
Carol Simmonds

A walkover survey in Whitfield Wood,
commissioned by the Forestry Commission,
identified a number of features, including an
earthwork platform, a former gravel pit, a
series of woodland earthworks and drainage
ditches. 2009.9. OASIS 72850

Bradenham Manor (SU 829 970)
lain Soden

Archaeological recording and analysis were
carried out for the National Trust on both the
ruined and standing horticultural glasshouses
which formerly served Bradenham Manor.
Historic maps show that the lean-to and
gardener's shed date from 1885-98, and the
main greenhouses and boiler room between
1900 and 1921. A dated threshold stone (1908)
may denote this second construction phase.

Buckingham, The Chantry Chapel (SP 6957 3403)
lain Soden

An archaeological building recording and assessment was
carried out prior to the National Trust undertaking
alterations to the interior of the building. The Chantry
Chapel was founded in the 12th century, but later converted
into a school building (Fig I). The aumbry and piscina still
remain from its use as a chapel. Its fabric was renovated in
the 19th century, resulting in suites of windows which are
almost entirely of that period. Earlier, blocked windows can
be discerned, as can a configuration of scaffold put-log
holes deriving from previous building or renovation works.
OASIS 72811

Calverton, Passenham Quarry (SP 778 390)
Anne Foard-Colby

Previous work by Northamptonshire Archaeology, ahead of
gravel extraction by Cemex UK Materials Limited, had
examined Bronze Age round barrows and an Iron Age pit
alignment (SMA 34 (2004), 24; SMA 37 (2006), 12).
Archaeological excavation continued and uncovered a
further length of the pit alignment (Fig 2).
A previously unknown, circular stone-built Roman
mausoleum was unearthed during the stripping of the
topsoil. The mausoleum was about 5m in diameter. The
encircling stone wall, which had no entrance was Im wide
and built of rough limestone. Sections of wall foundation
contained stone pitched in opposing directions. At the
centre of the mausoleum was a huge pottery Roman jar, up
to 500mm in diameter, that contained the cremated remains
of at least one individual, together with 1376
square-sectioned iron nails of various sizes. Many nails
were unused and as good as the day they were made while
other nails had been clenched over and retained with a
washer (Fig 3 and cover).

Fig 1. Buckingham, The Chantry Chapel, west elevation.
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Fig 2. Calverton Quarry Iron Age pit alignment.

Fig 3. Calverton Quarry, Roman mausoleum.

Hinton, Oxford Road, Hinton Castle (SP 76540 11548)
Yvonne Wolframm-Murray

Dinton Castle, a Grade II* listed octagonal 'sham gothic
castle' folly was built in 1769 by John Vanhatten to house
his collection of fossils. The brick and limestone structure
includes many large locally-found ammonites incorporated
in its external walls. The building recording was carried out
on behalf of Aylesbury Vale District Council in conjunction
with the Urgent Works Notice required to make it
structurally sound. OASIS 72921

North Marston, The Old Forge (SP 7759 2268)
Nathan Flavell

An archaeological evaluation was undertaken on behalf of
The Providence Partnership on land at The Old Forge. A
wall foundation was found for a post-medieval building
thought to have occupied the site since the mid-19th century
until between the 1960s and 1980s. AYBCM:2009.156.
OASIS 72898
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Pitstone Green Farm (SP 9376 1565)
Joe Prentice

A building assessment was undertaken of the farm buildings
at Pitstone Green Farm which is under the ownership of the
National Trust. The group of brick and timber farm
buildings has been added to, altered and reconfigured
according to agricultural requirements up to the late 20th
century. OASIS 72900

Radclive, Beeches Nursery
(SP 6764833961 and SP 6772033915) Edmund Taylor

A trial trench evaluation during May 2009 on land at
Beeches Nursery, Radclive, on behalf of RPS Planning and
Development, revealed no archaeological remains. 2009.74

OXFORD ARCHAEOLOGY EAST

Buckingham to Brackley Pipeline( SP 6751 3485)
C Thatcher

Earlier work along this pipeline route had identified the
possible course of two Roman roads and a ring ditch.
Remains found during subsequent trenching spanned the
pre-historic to post-medieval periods. Finds included
occasional prehistoric flint and pottery dating to the Early to
Middle Iron Age and the Roman and post-medieval periods.
A sequence of Early to Middle Iron Age occupation
included small enclosures and a roundhouse. No trace of the
putative Roman roads was found.

OXFORD ARCHAEOLOGY SOUTH
Compiled and edited by Edward Biddulph

Brill, Kings Ride House, High Street (SP 6538 1383)
Mike Sims

A watching brief on behalf of Country I louse Developments
revealed deep deposits of worked/garden soil overlying
weathered ironstone. No significant archaeology was
observed.

Buckingham to Brackley Pipeline, Phase 1
(SP 6753 3487 to SP 6877 3424) Mike Sims

Oxford Archaeology carried out a watching brief on Phase 1
of the Buckingham to Brackley pipeline for Anglian Water
plc. The work revealed deposits of modern ploughsoil
sealing earlier 18th119th century worked soils, including
ridge-and-furrow ploughing, as well as two possible clay or
gravel pits and a dew pond.

Gerrards Cross, Bulstrode Park (SU 9870 8820)
Mike Sims

A watching brief within the grounds of Bulstrode House on
behalf of WEC International revealed evidence for an
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east-west aligned boundary or garden wall extending
parallel with the house. The bricks used in its construction
date to the early to mid 181h century, which falls within the
period of landscaping by Henry Wise and Claude Desgots
during the 1730s. Deposits relating to the 19th century
remodelling of the formal gardens were uncovered.
Concrete and brick bases along the eastern edge of the
formal gardens belonged to huts constructed in the Second
World War to provide temporary accommodation for
military personnel.

Marlow, Lower Pound Lane (SU 484140 185390)
Gerry Thacker

Twenty evaluation trenches were excavated for the
Environment Agency in order to assess the archaeological
implications for undertaking flood alleviation works at the
site. The trenches were targeted on geophysical anomalies
and variations in the sub-surface topography identified
from a previous borehole survey.
Significant early prehistoric archaeology has been
previously identified to the north of the site on top of the
gravel island. At least three ring ditches potentially
indicating Bronze Age round barrows have been identified
as crop marks and within the geophysical surveys. The
evaluation revealed a low density of potential
archaeological features scattered across the site. This
included pits, postholes and ditches, most undated but
others dated by worked flint to the Neolithic period. Apart
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from a rectangular ditch identified within Trench 33 there
appeared to be little correlation between geophysical
anomalies and the archaeology. The trenching suggested
that the geophysical responses were caused by geological
and pedological changes and bear little resemblance to the
distribution of archaeological features identified. Most of
the features were dug through an alluvium in the low-lying
areas associated with the palaeography of the site. Some
trenches also exhibited evidence of truncation from
ploughing.
The most significant feature identified was a Neolithic
rectangular enclosure originally identified during the
geophysical survey and then targeted by the trenching. This
produced an assemblage of worked and burnt flint. More
fieldwork identified further evidence for Neolithic
monuments and settlement activity on the island prior to the
construction of the barrows.

Milton Keynes, Brooklands (centred on SP 910 397)
Dan Stansbie

During summer 2009 Oxford Archaeology South undertook
a series of open area excavations on an area of land to the
east of Milton Keynes, These excavations followed on from
previous excavations carried out by OA South in 2007 and
2008 and were carried out on behalf of CgMs consulting,
acting for Cofton ltd and Places for People. The area of land
was bounded by the M1 to the north-east and the A5130 to
the south-west and was under arable cultivation at the time

Pees I

MG 9

210

Fig 4. Plan of excavations at Brooklands, Milton Keynes. Plan prepared by Matt Bradley.
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of the excavation, although the purpose of the excavation
was mitigation in advance of a scheme of mixed
development.
Five open area excavation trenches were targeted on areas
previously revealed to be rich in archaeology by trial
trenching and geophysical survey (Fig. 4). Of the five, areas
5 and 9 proved least interesting, producing medieval and
post-medieval plough furrows and some undated ditches
and post-holes respectively. Areas 6 and 8, which were
adjacent but separated by a modern road produced evidence
for middle Iron Age settlement comprising up to 15

penannular gullies and numerous pits and waterholes,
associated with middle Iron Age pottery. The middle Iron
Age settlement was overlain by a late Iron Age to early
Roman ditched enclosure and trackway, which probably
linked the site to the major Iron Age and Roman settlement
at Broughton Manor Farm, just a few hundred metres to the
west. Activity at area 7 comprised a middle to late Roman
enclosure (probably established between the mid and late
2nd century), along with a trackway and a number of smaller
enclosures, possibly used as animal pens, a scattering of pits
and a trackway orientated north-south. The upper fills of the
enclosure ditch produced a mixed assemblage of late
Roman and early Anglo-Saxon pottery, suggesting possible
continuity of occupation into the 5th and 6th centuries. Area
10 produced a pit alignment and a small penannular gully
dating to the late Bronze Age to early Iron Age.
The results of these excavations suggest the existence of a
multi-period agricultural and settlement landscape, with
multiple connections to the surrounding area, particularly in
the Iron Age and Roman periods to the settlement at
Broughton Manor Farm. The importance of this work lies in
these connections and the increased understanding that we
now have of this landscape as a whole.

Stowe School, Stowe (SP 681 383)
Mike Sims

A watching brief was carried out for Stowe School in
advance of the construction of new playing fields and the
resurfacing of an existing athletics track. Evidence of the
18th century landscaped gardens, including two possible
pathways and a stone wall, was observed within the area of
the athletics track, together with evidence of the original
ground levels prior to the construction of the athletics track.

THAMES VALLEY ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SERVICES LTD
Compiled by Heather Hopkins

Aylesbury, Aylesbury Methodist Church, Buckingham
Street
(SP 8188 1404) Jennifer Lowe

Dwing a watching brief no archaeological deposits or
artefacts were encountered. The natural geology was not
reached but it is possible that this indicates the presence of a
deep feature such as a ditch associated with the Iron Age
hillfort located in the area.
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Aylesbury, Hampden Veterinary Hospital Extension, 29
Cambridge Street (SP 8205 1393)
Danielle Milbank and James McNicoll-Norbury

During an evaluation and watching brief a single possibly
medieval ditch was discovered.

Cuddington, St Nicholas' Church (SP 7372 1120)
James Lewis
A watching brief was carried out during the installation of a
new floor, an earlier floor was exposed. Below this were
two crypts, one dating to the 18th century.

Penn, Penn and Tylers Green Lawn Tennis Club, Elm
Road (SU 9080 9394)
Andrew Weale and Stephen Crabb

During a watching brief no archaeological finds or features
were encountered.

Penn, Victoria House, Elm Road ( SU 9063 9396)
Andrew Weale

During a watching brief an undated ditch with two re-cuts
and a construction trench for a brick and stone wall
foundation were observed. These probably represented the
line of the parish boundary.

Whitchurch, Mullions, 11 Market Hill (SP 7998 2090)
James McNicoll-Norbury

During a watching brief no archaeological finds or features
were discovered.

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SERVICES AND
CONSULTANCY

Everdon, Stubbs Lane (SP 5956 5752)
Karin Semmelmann

In July, historic building assessment of the roof of
Wansbeck', Stubbs Lane, was carried out in order to inform

development proposals. The building had clearly been
re-roofed at least twice in its history. It initially carried
thatching, but had since been altered and now has a slate
roof. The rafters, battens and some of the purlins had been
replaced, and additional purlins had been added where
necessary. The original roof pitch remains unaltered. There
was roofing felt on one side only.

Rushden, Community College (SP 9515 6756)
David Kaye

Following an initial desk-based assessment, in May a
programme of trial trenching was undertaken at Rushden
Community College, on the site of the proposed Vocational
Learning Centre and its associated car park. No
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archaeological features or deposits were noted, though two
fragments of cattle bone were recovered from the spoil of an
alluvial deposit within a palaeo-channel.

COTSWOLD ARCHAEOLOGY

Barby Reservoir (SP 5262 7046)
Tim Havard

A watching brief was undertaken during the construction of
a new service reservoir. This revealed, in an area
approximately 25m by 30m, at least six intercutting ring
ditches, gullies and pits dating to the mid to late Iron Age
and likely to represent walling trenches and drip gullies
from roundhouses. Several of these features were cut by
two later large and well-maintained boundary ditches of a
similar date. The site would appear to represent part of a
settlement extending beyond the limits of the excavation in
all directions.

Moulton, Sandy Hill Lane (SP 7920 6670)
Stuart Joyce

Evaluation found a number of ditches of a
north-east/south-west orientated field system. It is probable
that elements of the field system may date to the medieval
or post-medieval periods although it is also possible that
some of the identified features might be of the Iron Age or
Roman periods.

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGY

A5, Rugby Radio Station (SP 555 770 - SP 576 450)
Ian Fisher

Geophysical survey was commissioned by CgMs
Consulting Ltd in a series of blocks over 52ha of land east of
the A5, proposed for the DIRFT III development. Likely
archaeological features were detected in only 10 of the 37
areas surveyed for this development. These features
included ditches, pits, a possible roundhouse and other
small circular features. Medieval ridge-and-furrow
cultivation systems cover much of the site, in places
surviving as earthworks, elsewhere as sub-surface features.
Evidence of a possible former Radio Station building was
also detected adjacent to Rugby Radio Station East. OASIS
72746

Alderton Mount (SP 740 470)
Tim Upson-Smith

A three-week programme of excavation, commissioned by
The Friends of Alderton Mount and Monuments (FOAMM)
was carried out with the assistance of FOAMM volunteers
on the Scheduled Ancient Monument (County Number
13644). The excavation on a raised platform within the
eastern side of Alderton Mount demonstrated that the
platform was constructed in the first half of the 12th century
and that a stone building, which stood in the southern part of
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the platform, went out of use in the 14th century. A deep
robber trench suggested the former presence of a defensive
wall or building. Further excavation is proposed over two
seasons in 2010 and 2011 to shed further light upon the
structural remains. OASIS 72731

Blatherwyeke Hall (SP 81655 44925)
Joe Prentice

East Northamptonshire District Council requested that
archaeological building recording and desk-based
assessment should be undertaken on the stables at
Blatherwycke Hall before conversion to domestic use. The
stables were built in 1770 by Donatus O'Brien to replace
those which were formerly located in one of the two
pavilions attached to the now demolished hall. The existing
stables comprise a large C-shaped range presenting two
distinctly different facades; those facing the former gardens
to the south of the house are finely finished and furnished
with doors and windows, that facing the entrance drive is
less well finished and is entirely plain with no openings
apart from the central carnage arch. OASIS 72857

Braybrooke, Braybrooke Castle (SP 76811 84591)
David Leigh

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken during
groundworks connected with the construction of a new ford
at Braybrooke Castle. No archaeological deposits were
present and no artefacts were recovered (Scheduled Ancient
Monument 21674).

Canons Ashby House (SP 5765 5048)
lain Soden

An archaeological evaluation in the soft areas of the existing
car park of Canons Ashby House, on behalf of The National
Trust, found no archaeological features, finds or other
evidence for the use of the site before the current usage
(Scheduled Ancient Monument 13643).

Croughton, Rowler Manor (SP 5490 3570)
Danny McAree

An archaeological watching brief was carried out on land at
Rowler Manor during works to remove redundant overhead
electrical supply poles from a hedgeline partly within the
Rowler Manor Scheduled Ancient Monument (22703). Due
to mechanical failure, the posts could not be lifted out as
planned. Instead they were cut off at ground level and the
stumps left in situ. No ground was disturbed and no
archaeology was exposed.

Daventry, Middlemore (SP 565 651)
David Leigh

A programme of archaeological works was undertaken
during groundworks for the construction of footpaths and
cycle-ways at Middlemore. Undisturbed soils were present
throughout the areas of archaeological observation. No
archaeological artefacts or deposits were present.



Deanshanger to Great-worth, Anglian Water Services
pipeline, Brackley to Evenley
(SP 5981 3674 to SP 5886 3430) Simon Carlyle

A stretch of the pipeline between the A422, east of
Brackley, and the village of Evenley was investigated for
the evaluation. On the edge of the floodplain of the River
Great Ouse, excavation and map evidence identified the site
of Evenley Mill and established that the linear ditch and
earthwork in the pasture field is the course of the former
mill leat. The mill and mill leat are post-medieval in date,
although there is documentary evidence for at least two
medieval mills in the area. In the pasture field to the south of
Mixbury Road there was a post-medieval, pre-enclosure
field boundary ditch. OASIS 72891

Easton Neston, First Lodge (SP 6936 4907)
lain Soden

Archaeological recording and analysis of First Lodge
preceded selective demolition and repair designed to restore
the Lodge to its original plan and aspect. They seem to have
become houses in their own right and been in use between
the World Wars. At that point investment stopped and they
were not upgraded, leading to abandonment.

Grafton Regis, Church Road, Grove Cottage
(SP 758, 467) David Leigh

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken during
groundworks connected with the construction of a new
dwelling on land at Grove Cottage. No archaeological
deposits were present and no artefacts were recovered.

Hemington, Beaulieu Hall (TL 0950 8523)
Tim Upson-Smith

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken during
groundworks for the construction of a two-storey garage
building with self-contained accommodation. Within the
foundation trenches only natural clay was observed below
modern ground level. No archaeological deposits were
recorded and no artefacts were recovered, and it is unlikely
that any earlier deposits or features of any substantial depth
could have lain in this area (Scheduled Ancient Monument
13618).

Kelmarsh Wind Farm (SP 721 787)
Simon Carlyle

Two late Iron Age sites, previously identified by
geophysical survey, were located during trial trench
evaluation, commissioned by Entec acting on behalf of
E.ON UK. Renewables Ltd, on the lower slopes above the
floodplain of the River Ise on land belonging to the
Kelmarsh 110 Trust. The first site may have been a
farmstead, comprising a small, roughly square enclosure
and adjoining ring ditch, situated next to a possible
droveway. The second site was a larger, irregular enclosure
that may have been used to hold livestock. Later features
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comprised remnant medieval furrows and a 19th century
field boundary ditch. OASIS 72728

Kings Sutton, Banbury Road (SP 49618 36478)
Mark Holmes and Jason Clarke

Geophysical survey and subsequent archaeological trial
excavations, commissioned by CgMs Consulting, on land
off Banbury Road, identified a concentration of ditched
enclosures, possible ring ditches and postholes, dating from
the middle to late Iron Age on the first gravel terrace of the
River Cherwell.

Naseby, Mill Hill, Sibbertoft Road (SP 6875 7895)
John Walford

An archaeological geophysical survey on the proposed site
of the Naseby Battlefield Visitor Centre in the parish of
Naseby was commissioned by David I Iickie Associates, on
behalfof the Naseby Battlefield Trust. A total area of2.6ha
was subjected to detailed magnetic gradiometer survey.
This work revealed two anomalies which were
provisionally interpreted as ditches and others for which a
geological explanation is preferred. Evidence for two
phases of ridge and furrow cultivation was also found.
OASIS 72800

Northampton, Delapre Abbey (SP 7600 5880)
Adam Yates, Adrian Butler and Chris Jones

A walkover survey of the parklands surrounding the Abbey
and gardens survey, undertaken on behalf of Parklands
Consortium Ltd, identified a range of features associated
with former medieval agriculture and later land usage.
Topographic and geophysical survey of the South Lawn
identified evidence for previous planting and garden layout.
Test pits along the wall of the Walled Garden determined
that it was largely a single phase structure of 18th century
date, and that no traces of a medieval precinct wall on the
same alignment were present. OASIS 72875

Oundle, Station Road, Former Station Hotel
(TL 0463 8890) Chris Jones

As the site lies adjacent to the Scheduled Ancient
Monument of Ashton Roman Town, the former
Northamptonshire County Council Built and Natural
Environment Team had requested that a programme of
archaeological investigation should be carried out prior to
the construction of a hotel complex on the site of the former
Station Hotel. An archaeological trial excavation was
undertaken which revealed a sequence of
disturbed/made-up ground deposits overlying alluvial clay
and natural gravel. No archaeological deposits or artefacts
were encountered.

Overstone, Overstone Leys (SP 797 653 - SP 798 672)
Ian Fisher

Northamptonshire Archaeology was commissioned by
CgMs Consulting Ltd to undertake a geophysical survey of
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approximately 108.8ha of land at Overstone Leys.
Magnetometer prospection located a wealth of subsurface
features. Around Overstonc Farm there was a possible
Neolithic hengi form monument and ploughed-out Bronze
Age round barrows. Further putative barrows were also
detected. Ditched enclosures were located and a possible
industrial site consisting of a quarry into the ironstone and
fired features. Rectilinear ditched enclosures and circular
features indicated a possible small Romano-British
settlement in the south of the area. Further enclosures
detected in Overstone Park may indicate medieval
occupation. Geological 'patterned ground' was evident in
the data over much of the southern part of the site area.

Raunds, 22 Rotton Row (SP 9992 7324)
Mark Patenall

An archaeological watching brief was carried out during the
removal of topsoil and excavation of foundation trenches
prior to the building of a double garage and kitchen
extension at the rear of the property at 22 Rotton Row, as the
property lies within Scheduled Ancient Monument 11507,
lying adjacent to Fumells Manor, excavated in the 1970s
and 1980s as part of the Raunds Area Project. A brick-lined
well was located next to the kitchen foundation, but no other
archaeological features or artefacts were present. OASIS
72902

Raunds Area Project
Andy Chapman

The monograph report describing the excavation of West
Cotton, Raunds has been published in 2010: Chapman, A,
2010 West Cotton, Raunds: a study of medieval settlement
dynamics AD450-1450. The excavation of a deserted
medieval hamlet in Northaniptonshire 1985-89. Copies are
available from Oxbow Books.

Ringstead (SP 982 740)
James Ladocha

Geophysical survey was commissioned by CFA
Archaeology Ltd as part of the archaeological evaluation on
a proposed wind farm site in the parish of Ringstead.
Medieval ridge and furrow cultivation patterns were seen
within the footprint of some turbines. A probable ditch may
comprise part of a prehistoric settlement and field system.
Two sides of a possible rectangular ditched enclosure were
located parallel with a cropmark trackway. A ditch was
identified adjacent to the possible enclosure. OASIS 72706

Rothwell, south of Harrington Road (SP 8100 8065)
Ian Fsher

A magnetometer survey, commissioned by Phoenix
Consulting Archaeology Ltd, was carried out on land south
of Harrington Road. Although part of the area had been
covered by a compound, survey succeeded in imaging a
possible, truncated, ditched enclosure. Other anomalies
described a former watercourse, two possible plastic or
concrete pipes and possible walls.
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Rothwell, Junction 3 of the A14 (SP 8094 8024)
Ian Fisher

A magnetometer survey, commissioned by Phoenix
Consulting Archaeology Ltd, was carried out south of
Junction 3 of the A14. Although heavy growth denied
access to the entire scheme, prospection revealed part of a
relict medieval farming landscape over an area of
approximately 5.6ha within three fields. Two ridge and
furrow cultivation schemes were defined at approximately
right-angles. A possible ditch was also identified. OASIS
72689

Rushden Hospital (SP 9585 6585)
Ian Fisher and Anne Foard-Colby

Ove Amp and Partners Ltd commissioned approximately
2ha of magnetic gradiometer survey followed by trial trench
evaluation across an area of lawn in the grounds of Rushden
Hospital. The evaluations identified the remains of possible
Iron Age enclosure ditches and possible Roman ring ditch.
Substantial earthwork remains of medieval ridge and furrow
cultivation and a furlong boundary were also present as
archaeological features. OASIS 72718 and 72720

Sywell, Sywell Aerodrome (SP 6749 8307)
David Leigh

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken during
groundworks for the construction of a new grain store on
land adjacent to Sywell Aerodrome. Plough soil was noted
throughout the area of archaeological observation. Two
possible ditches were noted. However, these could not be
connected with known cropmarks in the vicinity of the
development area. No archaeological artefacts or deposits
were present.

Thorpe Waterville, Thorpe Castle House
(TL 0220 8141) lain Soden

An archaeological watching brief, commissioned by Sir
Roger Martin and Grace Martin, was carried out during
exploratory underpinning works and the laying of a new
patio area with associated services within Scheduled
Ancient Monument NN 136. The former indicated deeply
stratified but undated deposits, while the latter did not
expose any significant archaeology. There were no finds.

Thorpe Waterville, Thorpe Castle House (TL 022 814)
Ian Fisher

Sir Roger Martin and Grace Martin commissioned an earth
resistance survey on their land at Thorpe Waterville
(Scheduled Ancient Monument NN 136). The survey was
undertaken to investigate the extent and layout of a former
medieval castle. Three areas were investigated: one within a
suspected moat, another to the north of this feature and a
third slightly to the west, alongside a standing medieval
building. The survey confirmed that a large stone building
with corner towers stood within the moated area, and



suggested that further buildings lay to the east. OASIS
72807

Thrapston, 71-75 High Street (SP 9969 7865)
lain Soden

Building recording ahead of renovation, conducted on
behalf of Rosguill Developments Ltd, has shown the steady
subdivision of an original frontage, part of which probably
served as an inn, variously named The Golden Key or The
Ship. Numbers 71-74 High Street were built of squared
coursed limestone with a later stucco facade, roofed with
pantiles at the rear and modern concrete tiles at the front.
Subdivision to form initially two and then three properties
took place in the later 19th century, while a cottage was built
to the rear before 1886, together with unrelated factory
buildings before 1901. OASIS 72878

Towcester, Old Greens Norton Road, Central
Woolgrowers Ltd (SP 6872 4935)
Jason Clarke

Archaeological trial excavations at Central Woolgrowers
Ltd, Old Greens Norton Road uncovered evidence of a lst to
2"d century human cremation burial and two ditches of
uncertain Roman or Saxon date.

Towcester Watling Street
(SP 6948 4851 to SP 6914 4883)
Anne Foard-Colby and Mark Patenall

An archaeological watching brief was carried out during the
excavation of a trench for a new gas pipeline along the
Towcester Watling Street (A5). Redeposited levelling
layers and a concrete road surface were visible in the open
trench. The trench was truncated by a multitude of modern
service pipes along its length. A possible brick drain was
noted. No medieval or earlier features were encountered

Upton, Sandy Lane Relief Road (SP707 604)
David Leigh

A programme of archaeological work was undertaken
during the construction of Phase 1 of the Sandy Lane Relief
Road, Upton, near Northampton. The works comprised an
archaeological watching brief throughout the groundworks
with targeted strip, map and recording and trial trench
evaluation. No archaeological deposits or artefacts were
present. The lack of artefactual evidence suggests that no
settlement areas were present within the development area.

Weedon. Blazing Acres Stables (SP6446 5830)
Jason Clarke

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken on land to
the south of Blazing Acres Stables, Weedon, in advance of
the construction of a general purpose agricultural building.
The footings trenches were excavated without
archaeological supervision but were recorded when open.
No archaeology was present within the development area.

21

Northamptonshire
Weedon Lois, 17 High Street (SP 6025 4700)
David Leigh

An archaeological watching brief was undertaken during
groundworks connected with the construction of a new
dwelling on land at 17 High Street, Weedon Lois. No
archaeological deposits were present and no artefacts were
recovered.

Weldon, Oundle Road (SP 935 897)
Chris Jones

Archaeological trial trenches were excavated, targeting
anomalies identified on a geophysical survey and the
intervening areas, on a proposed development area at
Oundle Road. Two ditches and a pit produced Roman
pottery, one ditch also had some early/middle Saxon pottery
in the upper fill. OASIS 72768

Winwick Warren (SP 640 746)
John Walford

Archaeological geophysical survey was commissioned by
Entec UK, on behalf of E.ON Climate and Renewables,
over a proposed wind farm site at Winwick Warren.
Substantial archaeological features, comprising ditched
enclosures of probable Iron Age or Romano-British date,
were identified in two areas. Furrows, from ploughed-out
medieval ridge and furrow field cultivation were also
present. OASIS 72750

Woodford (SP 962 770)
Mark Holmes and John Watford

An archaeological evaluation in advance of a proposed
development, comprising geophysical survey and
fieldwalking, was carried out on land at Woodford on behalf
of CgMs Consulting. The evaluation found scatters of
middle Iron Age and Romano-British pottery. The Iron Age
pottery might possibly be associated with fragmentary
features identified by the geophysical survey, whilst the
Romano-British pottery is more likely to derive from
agricultural manuring. Medieval and post-medieval pottery
scatters were present and also probably derive from
manuring practices. Ploughed-out ridge and furrow
cultivation was identified by the geophysical survey and it is
likely that from at least the medieval period onwards the
land has been constantly given over to agriculture. OASIS
72804

Wootton, 4 High Street (SP7627 5636)
Tim Upson-Smith

A stone by stone drawing of the elevations and the
photographing of both faces of a wall fronting the High
Street, Wootton, adjacent to number 4 was commissioned.
The wall would appear to date to the 16th or 17th centuries
and was in 1779 part of a long narrow east-west aligned
building. By 1885 this building had been demolished
leaving the north and west walls to form the boundary of 4
High Street, Wootton. OASIS 72830



Oxfordshire
Wootton, Wootton Hill Farm (SP 737 577)
David Leigh

An archaeological strip, map and record action was
undertaken in advance of groundworks connected with the
construction of three new dwellings on land at Wootton Hill
Farm. Undisturbed soils were recorded throughout the
development area. No archaeological deposits or artefacts
were present.

OXFORD ARCHAEOLOGY SOUTH

Brackley, Brackley North (SP 5887 3878)
Kate Wheaton

Oxford Archaeology was commissioned by CgMs on
behalf of Roger Tyers Land and Development to undertake
an archaeological evaluation of Radstone Fields. The
evaluation comprised eighty trenches across nine fields and
approximately 150ha. The trenches in field 3 contained the
most archaeology which corresponded well with a
geophysical survey carried out prior to the evaluation. The
trenches uncovered evidence of a settlement in the form of
penannular ditches and gullies, dated by pottery to the Iron
Age. A pitched and laid limestone surface was uncovered in
Trench 16 which is associated with a large penannular
enclosure. Very little archaeological evidence was retrieved
in the other fields with the majority of the features being
interpreted as medieval furrows or modern land drains.

RICHARD IVENS

Geddington, Church of Mary Magdalene
(SP 89515 82955)

A watching brief was maintained during the
hand-excavation of a service trench (c 32m long, 0.45m
wide and up to 0.9m deep) along the north and west sides of
the church. The service trench was designed to connect new
toilet facilities (to be built in the north aisle) to an existing
main drain adjacent to the West Door. The entire route of
the trench was disturbed by 19th century grave digging and
drainage works, etc. Slight clues were noted suggesting the
east end of the North aisle was rebuilt as part of the 1857
refurbishment. Minor details of the North aisle foundations
were also recorded.
Modern flooring was removed in the North aisle but no pre
19th century deposits were exposed.

Little Billing, The Church of All Saints (SP 80441 61780)

An archaeological watching brief was maintained during
the ground works for the removal of churchyard access
steps and grading of a section of an existing path to provide
wheelchair access. Over the greater part of the length of the
development the works were either confined to the removal
of an existing modern path and underlying topsoil, or where
deeper, were massively disturbed by large tree roots. No
distinct grave cuts or other archaeological features were
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identified. Fifteen fragments of unstratified human bone
were recovered and retained on site, for future reburial.
Several pieces of medieval floor tile and medieval glazed
'cox-comb' ridge tile were recovered from the topsoil and
other unstratified contexts. A single sherd of medieval
(Potterspury type) pottery was also recovered from the
topsoil. All other artefacts recovered are of 19th century or
later date.

OXFORDSHIRE

ABINGDON AREA ARCHAEOLOGICAL &
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Thrupp Cottages, Barton Lane, Thrupp, near Abingdon
(SU 5175 9730) Bob MG Eeles

Nine trenches of various sizes, placed randomly, were dug
in the grounds of Thrupp Cottages between 2002 and 2004
after landscaping revealed substantial quantities of
Medieval pottery, with earlier pottery, some metalwork,
abundant bone (mostly unidentified) and Neolithic flint
artefacts in surrounding soils. Thrupp consists of three
occupied dwellings and in the past was a small village in the
ownership of Abingdon Abbey with perhaps as many as 10
houses during the early-Medieval period. It shrank in size
around the time of the (14th century) Black Death.
An Environment Agency aerial photograph taken in 1991
(Aerofilms 92C/509, run 33, frame 6696) appears to show
the main focus of Thrupp Village as being along the
northern edge of the existing buildings, in the 'crook of the
bend' where Barton Lane changes alignment from east-west
to north-south (Fig 1). 'Hut platforms' appear to be present
as parchmarks in the photograph. Since 1991 this area has
become an orchard and it is not possible to excavate there.
There are numerous historical references to Thrupp and
activities undertaken by its inhabitants including cheese
making and fishing for eels in the extinct watercourse of
Thrupp Water (Fig 1) that used to flow a few metres away
from the existing buildings (Fetes, in prep). Thrupp is
shown on the 16th century Monks' Map and Verney Map
(Steane 2008, Fig 1 and Bond 1979, Fig 6) as two buildings
(including Thrupp Cottages) indicating the decline and
shrinkage of the village occurred prior to when these maps
were painted.
Foundation stones observed in a 'trench' (Trench 8) located
next to the patio on the southeast corner of Thrupp Cottages
show the location of a second building perhaps of the same
type and size aligned northwest to southeast. This is likely to
be the second building illustrated on the Monks' Map and
Verney Map. A Medieval 'hovel' was also exposed during
landscaping along the southern garden boundary (`Trench'
7). This consisted of double courses, one layer in height, of
very large quartzite cobbles as footings for (presumably) a
timber framed or cob building. The quartzite cobbles were
very much larger than those normally found on the higher
gravel terraces or in gravel pits and must have been
specially selected, perhaps from 'northern drift' deposits
31cm or 4km to the northwest. 111h - 12th century potsherds
were found between the cobbles. A hearth was likely,
internally, where an area of reddened earth was observed.
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Fig 1. The locations of Thrupp Village, excavations, the palaeo-channel Thrupp Water (hatched area) and the larger
Gravel Islands along the nearby river Thames (underlined capital letters). Existing watercourses are shown in white.

The building was rectangular, approximately 15m x 7m in
outline, and aligned east to west close to the edge of Thrupp
Water. A reconstruction of what may have been a similar
building is illustrated in Hardy et al. (2000).
The history of Thrupp Village is being investigated by the
Thrupp Research Group who are preparing reports on their
documentary discoveries. For this reason this report
confines its attention to the excavations undertaken by the
AAAHS within the confines of Thrupp Village.

Pottery
Pottery sherds were abundant in topsoils and within features
(pits and ditches) located in the trenches across the entire
site. Rachel Everett and Karen Durkin identified these with
the assistance of Paul Blinkhom. Medieval sherds were
predominately of local to near-local origin (Table 1) and
were generally small in size.

Table 1: Late 9th to early 17th century pottery by fabric types, quantities, weights and proportions recovered by
excavation at Thrupp Cottages.

23

4

10.4"%rtel

007.°047?:"01,

"o'Paa'4,
HM01104010

BUNEHAM WOODS
OCKvvOOD

Statistical analyses (X2) indicate all pottery was residual
within features and surface soils, with the exception of
sherds from Trench 7. Pottery in Trench 7 may have been
thrown into a pit whereas that from other trenches was
dispersed 'randomly' across the area by many phases of
disturbance. Significant quantities of sherds (and bones)
from randomly placed trenches in the garden would seem to
suggest substantially more is likely to be present at Thrupp
and that further targeted excavations would be profitable.
A pottery and ash 'midden' was excavated nearby (SU 5170
9718), approximately 50m west of the grounds of Thrupp
Cottages, next to the old branch railway line to Abingdon.
This 'midden' was located on what must have been the
southern limit of what was Thrupp Village in the 1 lth or 12th

century as this was where the northern bank of Thrupp
Water was present as shown by wide (30m) and deep (2.5m)
deposits of peat and alluvium (Eeles in prep.). A small

Oxfordshire

OXAC = Cotswold-type ware, Late 9th - early 13th C. OXAQ = East Wiltshire ware, Mid 12th - Mid 15th C. OXY =
Medieval Oxford ware. Mid 11th - Mid 13th C. OXAG = Abingdon ware, Mid 11th - Early 15th C. OXAM = Brill/Boarstall
ware Early 13th - Early 17th C. Late Brill = 16th - 17th C.

1 (1.5) 20 (4.3) 6 (5.8) 50 (8.06) 1 (1.4) 15 (4.6)
35 (52.2) 224 (47.9) 41 (39.4) 240 (38.7) 30 (43.5) 145 (44.9) 3 (30) 55 (64.7)
2(2.9) 100 (21.4) 2(20) 5 (5.9)

27 (40.3) 121 (25.9) 47 (45.2) 280 (45.2) 37 (53.6) 138 (42.7) 4 (40) 20 (23.5)
1 (1.4)25 (7.7)

2 (1.9) 20 (3.23)

2 (2.9) 2 (0.4) 8 (7.7)30 (4.83) 1 (10) 5 (5.9)
67 467 104 620 69 323 10 85

TRENCH 1

N. (%) g. (%)
1RENCH 2

N. (%) g. (%)
TRENCH 3

N. (%) g. (%)
TRENCH 4

N. (%) g. (%)
94 (4.3) 832 (4.8) 4 (1.3) 12 (0.5) 29 (16.4) 130 (8.0)

1,205 (54.6) 9,805 (56.3) 191 (62.0) 1,428 (55.9) 77 (43.5) 933 (57.7) 3 (100) 20 (100)
818 (37.0) 6,019 (34.6) 109 (35.4) 1,107 (43.3) 67 (37.9) 529 (32.7)

6 (0.3)50 (0.3) 1 (0.3) 5 (0.2)

72 (3.3) 430 (2.5) 3 ( / .0) 5 (0.2) 4 (2.3) 24 (1.5)
14 (0.6)280 (1.6)

2,209 17,416 308 2,557 177 1,616 3 20

TRENCH 5 TRENCH 7 TRENCH 8 TRENCH 9
N. (%) g. (%) N. (%) g. (%) N. (%) g. (%) N. (%) g. (%)

BARTON Parchmarks. Probable Main Settlement
focus 11th-14th Century Thrupp
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number of 'domestic' vessels of the same fabric were found
(Table 2).

Table 2: Early Medieval ceramics from an ash and pottery
'midden' located on the north bank of the extinct
watercourse of Thrupp Water in 1998.

FABRIC
Sherd weight (g.
Sherd number
Rim form
Rim diameter
Base forms
Vessel types

OXAC (of 11th - 12th C. type)
) 510

36
Flat topped, Mt. & ext. expanded
11 cm
Baggy, flat
Handmade globular and straight-sided
cooking pots, shallow bowl.

It is not possible to make useful comparisons between the
pottery types found at Medieval Thrupp Village versus
those recovered from other Medieval sites excavated in the
past in the locality because the fabric descriptions have
since changed (cf. Parrington and Balkwill 1975;
Parrington 1975, Parrington 1979; Wilson and Wallis 1991
for older descriptions).
Post-medieval pottery was also recovered from the upper
parts of Trenches Ito 9. The fabrics are given in Table 3.
There is nothing remarkable about this assemblage except
for indicating continued use of Thrupp into the modern
period although on a much diminished scale. Therefore, the
reduction in the quantities of later pottery supports the
documentary sources and maps that Thrupp Village
underwent a decline in activity beginning in the 14th
century. It is likely that this relates to events during and after
episodic 'visitations' from the Black Death between AD
1348-9, 1361-2, 1368-9, 1375, 1390-1 and later.

Table 3: Post-Medieval pottery by fabric types, quantities, weights and proportions recovered in a series of trenches at
Thrupp Cottages.

CONTEXT TRENCH 1 TRENCH 2
FABRIC N. (%) g. (%) N. (%) g. (%)
Surrey 1 (1.3) 5 (0.7)
Hampshire Border Ware
Brown Stoneware 2 (2.6) 35 (4.9)
Tin-glazed Earthenware 1 (1.3) 5 (0.7)
Red Earthenware 5 (6.5) 47 (6.7)
White Earthenware 25 (32.5) 170 (24.1)
Manganese 2 (2.6) 5 (0.7)
Earthenware
Slipwares 6 (7.8) 81 (11.5)
Green 11 (14.3) 145 (20.6) 1 (25) 5 (71.4)
Earthenware
Red Earthenware 1 (1.3) 2 (0.3)
(Black glaze)
Porcelain 5 (6.5) 25 (3.5)
Doll/figurine frags. 5 (6.5) 80 (11.4)
Delft 1 (1.3) 1 (0.1)
Scratch blue 3 (3.9) 1 (0.1)
Stoneware
Stoneware 6 (7.8) 95 (13.5)
Glazed White 3 (3.9) 7.5 (1.1) 3 (75) 2 (28.6)
EarthenWare
TOTAL 77 704.5 47

Small quantities of Roman (grey-wares) and Iron Age pottery were recovered, all residual.
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Animal bone
Large numbers of bone fragments were recovered in the
trenches. Most of these are from sheep and cattle and there is
a small quantity of dog. Bones show evidence of butchery.

Flint
Worked flint of Early-Neolithic date occurred residually in
most trenches (Table 4) and more pieces were located on
surrounding topsoils. Trench I was located on the edge of
the extinct watercourse referred to above and it was the
largest excavation. Therefore, the higher number of pieces
of worked flint recovered from this trench may relate to the
quantity of soils removed rather than indicating a higher
concentration closer to an occupation area. (The same
observation would apply to the Medieval and post-Medieval
pottery unless Trench I was a favoured dumping area). The
Thrupp area (south and east of Thrupp Cottages, centring on
SU 520972) was extensively occupied during the
Mesolithic to Neolithic periods with recoveries of over
5,600 flints by field-walking in advance of gravel extraction
(Eeles and Wallis in prep.). Bill Skellington found the
majority of these flints during the 1970s. Flint from Thrupp
Cottages may have been discarded on the periphery of the
main occupation areas although it is not possible to support
this statement, with evidence of density of worked flint in
much of the surrounding area, due to the significant and
widespread destruction of the landscape by gravel
extraction and flyash dumping.

Thrupp Water (Fig 1)
This palaeo-channel existed from the Neolithic to the
post-medieval period. It is shown on the Monks' Map and
Verney Map, both painted in thc 1 6' century, but it is not
illustrated on the Rocque Map of 1761. This watercourse
was located by excavating extensive deposits of peat and
alluvium exposed during gravel quarrying, pond creation,
augering, test pitting, aerial photography, resistivity

TRENCH 9
N. (%) g. (%)

5 (26.3) 85 (44.3)
1 (5.3) 5(2.6)

1 (5.3) 1 (0.5)

1 (5.3) 1 (0.5)

7 (36.8) 75 (39.1)

15 167

TRENCH 3 TRENCH 5
N. (%) g. (%) N. (%) g. (%)

2 (50) 50 (98.0) 5 (45.5) 73 (56.2)

2 (50) 1(2.0) 6 (54.5) 57 (43.8)

451 11 130



*Early-Neolithic blade extensively re-worked possibly during Late Neolithic or Bronze Age.

surveys, observing hollows where modern floodwaters lie
and using floral indicator species. Most of Thrupp Water
has now been destroyed. The peat and alluvium were rich in
archaeological remains including preserved wooden
structures plus extensive evidence for Neolithic, Bronze
Age, Iron Age, Roman, Saxon, early-Medieval and
post-Medieval activity. Thrupp Water flowed along the
western edge of Goseye Gravel Island and along the eastern
sides of Nyatt and Bruney Gravel Islands. A second
palaeo-channel, Bruney Water, lies to the south. What may
be Abbot Orderic's 'cut' bisects part of Thrupp water and
links with Bruney Water. This 'cur is illustrated on the
Rocque Map (1761). Fig 1 shows Bruney Water and the
remnant of Thrupp Water (to the north) discharging into the
Thames but these watercourses were re-aligned during
World War II and now discharge below Abingdon Weirs
300m to the west.
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Abingdon, Abbey Fishponds Nature Reserve, Radley
Road
(SU 512 980) Bob MG Eeles

A trench was dug into an east to west aligned 3m high earth
embankment that crosses through the middle part of this
Nature Reserve. The Nature Reserve (Abbey Fishponds or
Daisy Banks Fen) is a Y-shaped valley lying between
Summertown-Radley gravel deposits (Corser 1978)
situated wholly within the town of Abingdon. The site is a
wetland habitat dominated by species indicative of
waterlogged conditions. The rich multi-period
archaeological sites of Barton Court Farm to the west
(Miles 1984), Barrow Hills to the east (Barclay & Halpin
1999) and the Abingdon Causewayed Camp Enclosure
between the two arms of the Y-shaped valley to the north
(Leeds 1927, 1928, Avery 1982) directly adjoin it. The
embankment is widely believed to be a dam that once
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Table 4: Early Neolithic flints recovered in trenches and surface soils at Thrupp Cottages.

retained fishponds belonging to Abingdon Abbey. A sign at
the Nature Reserve states the embankment was constructed
in AD 1320. Our excavation of this feature indicates that it
was built in two and possibly three stages. There appears to
be a lowest 40cm high gravel feature, overlain by a sandy-
and gravelly-soiled embankment capped with clay. The
surface of this clay was 'metalled' presumably to prevent
people and carts from sinking. Above this are dumps of
unconsolidated gravels and old turf lines. None of the highly
porous soils that make up the structure of the embankment/s
could have acted to prevent water freely percolating through
them. Therefore, the function of the embankment/s must
have been as a causeway across marshy ground and a
periodically very active stream and not a dam (that would
have had to retain a head of water in excess of 2.5m). A
bridge may always have crossed the current gap in the
embankment through which the stream flows. There is
currently no evidence that the embankment was continuous.
Dating of the phases of Causeway construction is currently
unclear but the lower gravel Causeway may be Roman or
Iron Age, the clay-capped and 'metalled' feature may be
Late-Saxon or Early-Medieval and the final construction
stage c 13th to 14th Century. A probable Medieval alluvium
(cf. Allen et al, 1997, Lambrick 1992) overlies the lowest
parts of the causeway and hence its latest construction phase
must have predated this deposition.
Augering across the Nature Reserve showed extensive areas
where peat had been removed. These areas were located on
either side of the embanlcment/s and along the northwestern
edge of the site (Fig 2). Parker (1999) noted a depositional
'hiatus' within the peaty sediments at Daisy Banks Fen
between the mid-second millennium cal BC and the early
second millennium cal AD. Another of our trenches (2) at
the north end of the site confirms this (a Neolithic peat with
worked flints overlain by a watery-peat with 17th to 18th
century pottery). We believe the explanation for the 'hiatus'
is as a result of peat digging and augering seems to confirm
the occurrence of this activity, at a currently unknown
period but probably approximately contemporary or a little
earlier than the building of the Late-Saxon or
early-medieval (?) 'metalled' clay-capped embankment.
The hollows from where the peat was removed (Areas 1, 4,
5, 6 and 7) later filled with an alluvium that is probably
medieval in date. (Area 10 remains difficult to interpret due
to the existence there of an earlier stream course). None of
the removed peat was used in the construction of the
causeways. The alluvium-filled hollow on either side of the
embankment (1 and 7) may have been a fishpond but if it
ever was it appears not have existed for very long and no

Blade core rejuvenation flake
Blades
Retouched blades (along edges)
Notched blades
Flake cores
Burned & unrecognisable pieces
Flakes/uncharacterisable debitage
Scrapers (rounded to ovoid)
Thumb scraper
'Fabricator'
Leaf-shaped arrowhead

Trench I

36

1

2

7

59

1

Trench 2

6

7

Trench 3

3

1

7

Trench 4 Trench 5

1

Trench 7

3

3

Trench 9

1

Surface soils

3

I*
2

1

1
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--TRENCH 1

RENCH 3

Fig 2. Distribution of soils across Abbey Fishponds Nature Reserve as interpolated from auger sampling, trenching, and
examination of sections in the streamside. Areas 1, 7 and areas 4, Sand 6 may have been short-lived ponds.
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sediments were identified that confirm the presence of a
pond in this location. Molluscs within the alluvium that
filled the hollow are almost all (97% of individuals)
terrestrial or 'amphibious' species. It would be unusual to
build an embankment through the middle of a fishpond (ie,
the alluvium-filled hollow on either side of the
embankment) and, therefore, it is questionable if the hollow
ever functioned or was intended for this purpose. It appears
to have been a periodically inundated hollow within the peat
diggings and that floodwaters brought terrestrial snails and
alluvium from the clay slopes to the north. None of the
documentary sources confirm the existence of fishponds in
this location in spite of claims to the contrary. More suitable
candidates for the fishponds referred to in various sources
are those lying closer to the Abbey (Steane 2008).
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Henley-on-Thames, 19-21 Market Place ( SU 760 826)
Les Capon

A programme of historic building recording was carried out
on 19 and 21, Market Place, Henley-on-Thames. A large
two-storey shed to the rear currently part-housing a brewery
was also examined.
Numbers 19 and 21 Market Place are buildings of different
date and form, which now operate as a single structure. Of
most interest is the clearly timber-framed element at the rear
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of No 21, Market Place, which suggests a jettied building of
possible 16th century date. This was significantly affected
by the construction of No 19 in the late 18th or early l9
century, and changed again in the 20th century when its
staircase was replaced.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SERVICES AND
CONSULTANCY

Bucknell, Bainton Road (SP 5609 2562)
Martin Cuthbert

In March a watching brief was carried out at the Old
Rectory, Bainton Road, during soil stripping and ground
reduction for the construction of a garden room. One
possible wall, a posthole and two stone-lined drains were
revealed, none of which were securely dated.

Oxford, Asquith Road and Lambourn Road
(SP 5330 0320) Martin Cuthbert

In October an evaluation was carried out at Lambo urn Road,
prior to the construction of a housing development. Eight
trenches were excavated across the site but no
archaeological remains or artefacts were present. The area
had been extensively terraced prior to the construction of
bungalows on the site in 1951, and any archaeological
remains which may have been present are likely to have
been destroyed or extensively damaged during these
operations. It is unlikely that the development will have a
significant impact on archaeological remains and the
archaeological impact of the proposed development was
considered to be low.

COTSWOLD ARCHAEOLOGY

Langford, St Matthew's Church (SP 2492 0253)
Philippa Mitcheson

Watching brief recorded the footings of the south wall and
porch.

Oxford, Oxford Academy Littlemore (SP 5424 0289)
Mark Brett

Evaluation identified one corner of an Anglo-Saxon
sunken-featured building. Subsequent excavation of an area
measuring 250m2 revealed the entire building and also
identified a small number of pits of prehistoric and Roman
date, as well as an alignment of ditch lengths and postholes,
probably associated with the Anglo-Saxon occupation. The
sunken-featured building comprised a rectangular pit, with
rounded corners, 4.5m long, 3m wide and up to 0.55m deep.
The presence of two postholes along one of the short ends of
the pit, as opposed to a single posthole at the opposite end,
probably indicates repair or reinforcement of that end of the
superstructure. The pit contained a single fill from which
Anglo-Saxon pottery, glass, animal bone and residual
Roman pottery were recovered.
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Oxford, New Molecular Science Building (SP 5173 0704)
Kelly Saunders

Excavation revealed a single east-west aligned Roman
gully.

Stanford in the Vale Sewer Pipeline
(SU 3426 9294 to SU 3473 9358) Jon Bennett

A watching brief was undertaken during the construction of
a 1 km long pipeline to the south-east of Stanford in the
Vale. Two Roman pits containing cremated human adult
remains were identified. These might be associated with a
known small Roman settlement previously identified in
Stanford in the Vale. Residual Roman pottery was also
found within later features and the topsoil. A pit or ditch
terminus containing Anglo-Saxon pottery of 5th to 9th
century date and another ditch containing 11th to 13th

century pottery were also found

Yarnton Proposed Marina (SP 4897 1225)
Stuart Joyce

Evaluation comprising 20 trenches was undertaken. A
single Roman ditch was found, although a number of
undated ditches and pits may be associated with areas of
probable settlement identified at the eastern edge of the site
by geophysical survey. A trackway and associated field
system might date to the medieval period or later.

DAVID ASHBY

Stanford in the Vale, Prior Farm (SU 3443 9364)

Introduction

The Stanford in the Vale, Prior Farm research project is an
ongoing project which commenced in 2008. The projects
aims are to either prove or disprove the theory that Stanford
in the Vale was an early medieval town which then, at some
time, reduced in size to that of a village, which it remains to
this day. During the 2008 excavation season one trench and
seven test pits were dug and also a magnetometry survey of
the top section of the field was undertaken. Within these
trenches excavation revealed artefacts dating from 8,000
BC through to the 14th century AD. Discussed below is the
work which was carried out during the 2009 excavation
season and the aims of the 2010 excavation season.

Excavations

During the 2009 excavation two trenches were dug, Trench
9 and Trench 11. Due to unexpected circumstances Trench
10 was not excavated, and it is proposed that it will be dug
during the 2010 season.

Trench 9
Trench 9 was dug to examine a large magnetic anomaly
shown on the 2008 geophysical survey. The trench
measured 10m by 2m. The survey anomaly was found to be
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a dump of 19th or 20th century metal working slag and
building material, though other earlier features, which were
not shown on the survey, were found below this layer. The
features which were found below the modern material were
that of: a section of the large cobbled surface ([09051
[09091), which was also found in trench 6 of the 2008
excavations; one post hole (cut [09071) which was located at
the edge of the cobbled surface; a possible timber slot (cut
[09131) and also the corner of a large stone building (partly
robbed [09141), and building interior (0937), which was
found at the southern end of the trench. The date of these
features has been shown, by pottery evidence, to be between
the 12th and 14th centuries. Also found within the trench
were two Late Anglo-Saxon features. One is a pit (cut
[09251) which had been truncated by the timber slot, and
contained a section of pot handle which has been dated to
the Late Anglo-Saxon period, and the second is a stone wall
[0923] (0.52m wide) and also a thin gravelled surface
[0922] which butts up to it (0.4m wide). It has been
suggested that this wall is also Late Anglo-Saxon in date as
it was found beneath the cobbled surface and is therefore
possibly contemporary with the truncated pit, though no
artefacts were found within it. A post excavation plan of the
features found within Trench 9 can be seen in Fig 4.
Residual finds from Trench 9 include a few pieces of well
travelled Roman pot, a Bronze Age thumb scraper and other
worked flints.

I I

Trench 9, plan 09.02

Legend

context edge magnetometry survey (geophysics)
posstble edge Value

atone Ffigh 255

j1-1 trench edge

gravel III Low 0

section edge

Fig 4. Post excavation plan of Trench 9, showing the
main features discussed



Trench Ii
Trench 11 was excavated to examine a wall feature which is
situated within the hedge of the southern field boundary.
Within the hedge the wall can be seen to be about 10m in
length. Trench I I was excavated over the south east corner
of this feature. The trench was 2m by I .5m in size. The
dimensions of the wall [1105], within the trench have been
shown to be I .7m long, by 0.9m wide by 1.1m high. The
construction of the wall has been shown to be roughly-faced
limestone blocks on both the interior and exterior faces,
with a rubble core. It has also been shown that the
foundations were dug down to, and bedded onto, the natural
bedrock. Due to the construction of this wall it has been
suggested that this is a very substantial building, possibly of
two storeys. Also found within this trench was the robber
trench for the south east return of the wall. The finds
material which was found within the robber trench was that
of worked flint, 19th to 20th century pottery and also an iron
knife with a flat 'scale' bone handle which has been dated to
the 14th century. From the finds material it has been
suggested that this section of wall was robbed in the 19th or
20th century, but the building itself has been dated to the 14th
century. Also found within this trench was a small section
of the interior of the building [1104]. This was shown to be a
sandy gravelly layer, with no finds material found within or
on it. A post-excavation plan of the trench can be seen in Fig
4.
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Trench 11, plan 11.01

Legend
context edge

possible edge

stone

trench edge

Fig 4. Post excavation plan of Trench II, showing the
main features discussed.
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Aims of 2010 excavations

The aims of the 2010 excavations are to examine and
excavate three main areas: the cobbled track (Trench 10);
boundary ditch; and the building which was found at the
southern end of Trench 9. A topographical survey,
resistivity survey and extension of the 2008 magnetometry
survey are also proposed.

JOHN MOORE HERITAGE SERVICES

Abingdon, 54 Ock Street (SU 4939 9698)
Stephen I lammond

The watching brief located a series of archaeological
features dating from the I 1h century onwards. The pottery
assemblage recovered suggested the site to have been
occupied from the 1 I th century to at least the late 13th
century, before being abandoned until the l9 century. The
presence of a large quantity of horncores hinted at an
industrial usage relating to tanning or horn working similar
to those known at the Morelands Brewery site and 75 Ock
Street nearby. Evidence was also recorded of a 19th century
building.

Adderbury, Mill Lane, The Grange (SU 4710 3541)
John Moore

A watching brief was conducted during the construction
groundworks. No archaeological features or artefacts were
encountered.

Beckley, Thames Water Pipeline and New STW
(SP 56201150-56411167 & 56601150-56561190)
Daniel Beale

A watching brief was undertaken as part of the works for a
new sewerage system for the village. A number of
archaeological features were uncovered including sections
of a Roman road, a 17th-18th century quarry and ridge and
furrow cultivation

Bloxham, Banbury Road, Temple Close (SP 4332 3653)
David Gilbert

The archaeological evaluation revealed an Iron Age ditch
possibly over 40m in length that showed signs of having
been re-cut at different phases. Contemporary with this
ditch was a pit, a possible round house and a buried soil
layer that was thought to represent evidence for Iron Age
agriculture.

Brightwell-Cum-Sotwell, Bell Lane, Ebbes Cottage
(SU 5841 9094) John Moore

A watching brief was conducted during the construction of a
new building. Significant medieval remains in the form of
pits were present either side of a probable plot boundary.
Evidence for kiln drying of cereals and legumes was found
in the pits on the western plot. An earlier ditch that does not

Oxfordshire
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respect the post-medieval or later road layout was also
present. A residual Roman sherd was found in the fill of a
probable plot boundary. A pit containing a late Neolithic
retouched flint flake and a chisel arrowhead was also
present.

Burford, Priory Lane, Burford Priory (SP 2496 1234)
David Gilbert

Three trenches were excavated to the natural geology. To
the west of the house were the remains of an undated
building and stone built drain. To the south of this was a
medieval pit and an undated, but possibly associated, ditch.
All other features recorded related to 19'h century garden
plots and activity.

Chinnor, Station Road, Former Siarey's Yard
(SP 7557 0069) John Moore

The redevelopment of the site required a watching brief. No
archaeological remains were encountered.

Cowmarsh Gifford, The Street, The Old Rectory
(SU 61455 89340) Stephen Hammond

A watching brief was undertaken during extension works to
the building. The site had been disturbed considerably
during the late post-medieval and modem periods. However
a possible medieval soil horizon was encountered.

East Hendred, Hendred House (SU 4610 8865)
David Gilbert

A watching brief was conducted during the groundworks
for a swimming pool and pump house. Earlier garden
features were noted as was at least one and possibly two
wells. Also recorded were the foundations of a
post-medieval, but otherwise undated building.

Epwell, I The Close (SP 3523 4043)
John Moore

A watching brief was conducted during the surface
stripping for a new residential dwelling, a single small pit
was recorded. This may be a modem planting pit.

Goring-on-Thames, Elvendon Road, Elvendon Priory
(SU 62432 81296) John Moore

A watching brief was carried out during lowering of the
floor level within the entrance hallway and dining room and
during work in the Iris Garden. Within the latter an undated
building of probable medieval date was found. This may be
part of the original building on the site known to date from
at least the 12th century. Alternatively it could represent an
outbuilding associated with the 15th century core of the
present house.
Within the entrance hallway the south extent of the original
core of the building was confirmed and the width of this
original part was established before it was extended
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eastwards. The entrance hallway/dining room is an even
later addition and the east wall of this room appears to have
been built in two phases.

Goring, Gatehampton Farm (SP 6029 7973)
Stephen Hammond and David Gilbert

A watching brief was conducted during the upgrading
works to the existing operations for Thames Water supplies
at Gatehampton, Goring. A palaeochannel was located
running across the entire site. This would appear to have
accumulated considerable silt deposits during the
Mesolithic and Neolithic periods. Stray finds of
contemporary flint artefacts were recovered, and it is likely
the area was exploited for hunting purposes.
By the Bronze Age the channel was dry, but was still a
significant feature in the landscape. Hearths of this date are
found within the upper soil sequence and are obviously
associated with the nearby barrows. No evidence of further
Bronze Age barrows expected close to the river was
identified.
The area has seen activity over a broad period of time. Later
features included an Iron Age ditch, a Roman posthole,
hearth and possible quarry pit. Also noted was a Saxon pit. It
is possible that people were not only drawn here by its
location within a bend in the river but also by the nearby
Bronze Age barrows that would have still been an imposing
sight.

Ipsden, Black Barn Farm (SU 6265 8652)
John Moore

A watching brief was conducted during the groundworks for
construction. No archaeological features or artefacts were
encountered.

Kelmscott, Jobbs Close (SU 24805 99068)
David Gilbert

A watching brief was conducted during the construction
groundworks. No archaeological features or artefacts were
encountered.

Lower Shiplake, Crowsley Road, Danes Place
(SP 7735 7923) David Gilbert

A watching brief was conducted during the construction
groundworks. No archaeological features were
encountered.

Milcombe, Horton Lane, Milcombe Hall (SU 4126 3477)
David Gilbert and Milena Grzybowska

A watching brief and recording action were conducted
during groundworks at the site. The remains of at least two
buildings were located, one of which is depicted on the 1885
Ordnance Survey map of the area. Two earlier walls were
also recorded, one with an associated floor surface,
indicating the presence of earlier buildings on the site.



The evaluation revealed five 19th-20th century pits and one
19th-20th century postholc. No other features were
identified.

Oxford, St Giles (SP 51220 06675)
Stephen Hammond

trench opened by BT Openreach who had discovered an
underground stone built structure of unknown date.

Oxford, Windmill Road, Windmill House
(SP 5487 0652) Stephen Hammond

A two-phase archaeological evaluation revealed the
remains of a 19th century barn seen on the 1876 Ordnance
Survey map in the southwest corner of the area.

Oxford, 21 Wolvercote Green (SP 49555 09825)
Gwilym Williams

The evaluation revealed a 19th or 201-1' century gravel
extraction pit. No other archaeological remains were
present.

Ramsden, Akeman Street, St John's House
(SP 3480 1486) John Moore

A watching Brief is in progress at this site. So far no
archaeological remains have been encountered.

Ramsden, Jordans Close (SP 3541 1511)
John Moore

A watching brief was conducted during the groundworks
for a housing development. An undated roadside ditch was
recorded. A single sherd of late medieval pottery was
recovered from the topsoil.

Somerton, Church Street, St James' Church
(SP 4969 2863) David Gilbert

A watching brief was conducted during the drainage work
within the churchyard. One burial was encountered but that
was left in situ.

Souldern, High Street, Manor Farm (SP 5207 3165)
John Moore

A watching brief was conducted during the groundworks
for a new development. A "Belgic Um" containing a
cremation was found. This tradition is given a date range of
20-100AD in the region.
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The watching revealed part of the remnants of a former
cottage, including the remains of a fireplace and flooring
whose walls had been incorporated into parts o f the property
boundary for Ivydene Cottage. An associated well was
uncovered to the rear of the property.

A watching brief was conducted during the groundworks
within the churchyard. Twenty-seven burials were recorded
and reburied. Also revealed were stone built walls
pre-dating the 18th century alterations to the church. These
may relate to a late Saxon church.

Stadhampton, 10 The Close (SU 6013 9854)
Gwilym Williams

A watching brief was conducted during the groundworks for
a new building. A large pit yielding a single rim sherd of 13th
- 14th century Brill/Boarstall ware along with some bone and
an undated ditch were recorded.

Svvinbrook, South Lawn Farm (SP 2879 1460)
Stephen Hammond

The watching brief revealed four gullies, two ditches, two
possible further ditches and two postholes. All features
contained pottery dated to the Is century AD. Two phases of
activity were identified from the features excavated.

Thame, 10 High Street (SP 7055 0592)
Gwilym Williams

The evaluation investigated the rear of two burgage plots.
Evidence for a Victorian garden and an internal boundary,
both of which are visible on the 1881 Ordnance Survey map
were observed as was a post-medieval ditch. Late medieval
pits and undated postholes were also investigated, although
no structures can be proposed.

Wallingford, 2 Norman Way (SU 24805 99068)
David Gilbert

An undated ditch was located during the watching brief for
the construction of 4 houses.

Wallingford, St John's Green, Squires Cottage
(SU 6062 8903) David Gilbert

A watching brief was conducted during the excavation of
foundations for an extension. One 13th century inhumation
was recorded as well as several other cuts for graves. The
inhumation was left in situ. These graves are assumed by
their proximity to be associated with St John's Hospital
founded in 1224.

Oxfordshire
Oxford, 22 Norham Gardens (SP 5138 0753) South Newington, High Street, lyydene (SP 4072 3318)
Stephen Hammond Stephen Hammond

Spelsbury, All Saints Church (SP 3492 2151)

An archaeological recording action was conducted on a Milena Grzybowska
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Witney, Woolgate Centre and Witan Way Car Park
(SP 3571 0974) Stephen Hammond

Two trenches were excavated during the evaluation that
revealed foundations for a 19th century building as well as a
late post-medieval pit .

MUSEUM OF LONDON ARCHEAOLOGY
SERVICE

Sutton Courtenay, former Amey site, Appleford Road
(SU 51105 94235) Louise Wood/Antonietta Lerz

Twelve evaluation trenches were excavated across the
northern and central parts of the site. The southern part of
the site had been truncated during gravel extraction in the
mid-20th century and the trenches located the northern limit
of the quarrying. Subsequent works on the site had also
truncated and disturbed areas to the north of the quarry, with
areas of less disturbance in the northeast corner of the site.
No archaeological deposits or features were identified.

Oxford, Radcliffe Infirmary (SP 409000 207100)
Tim Braybrooke/Mary Ruddy

Introduction

The John Radcliffe Infirmary is situated on a block of land
between Woodstock Road and Walton Street to the north of
the historic walled city of Oxford. In 2007, the Infirmary

relocated to a new site in Headington Earlier evaluations on
the site were carried out in 2002 by Oxford Archaeology
(OXEYE02) and in 2007 by Museum of London
Archaeology (OX-RAD07).

Results of the fieldwork

An evaluation, January to June 2009 and an extensive
excavation, July to September 2009 investigated a total area
of c 2ha across the Infirmary grounds.
The underlying drift geology is formed of Thames terrace
gravels sealed in places by brickearth deposits and capped
by agricultural soil and all deposits were heavily truncated
by 201h century buildings and services. Nine deep
geoarchaeological test pits revealed a series of gravel facies
overlying Oxford Clay bedrock. The majority of these
deposits represent a wide, braided river transporting a heavy
bedload with likely dating to c 186 - 130,000 years BP.
However, two clear separate phases of finegrained
deposition were recorded within the gravels suggesting
deposition by a quieter river, perhaps under a
fluvio-periglacial regime. Ice-wedge features indicate
periglacial conditions ensued after their deposition.

Prehistory
The most striking features of the site were three large ring
ditches: "A" of 60m, "B" of 45m and "C" of 48m diameter.
Ring ditch C (shown in the photograph under excavation)
was the most complete and contained two possible
cremation burials. However, these were both heavily
disturbed, contained very little material, no pottery and
await further specialist examination. The majority of the

Fig 5. Oxford Infirmary Ditch "C".
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interior of the ring ditch appears to have been removed by
ploughing and 18th century landscaping work associated
with the Observatory and Infirmary gardens and buildings.
Only roughly a third of Ring ditch B, the most southerly,
survived but revealed a second ring ditch 6m inside the first.
It was heavily truncated by Infirmary buildings and
services, contained no burials, but a small quantity of
probably Bronze Age pot was found within the outer ditch.
Less than half of the largest Ring ditch A, immediately
northeast of St Paul's church, survived but it did contain
part of a sub rectangular or square ditch feature with a
roughly north-south, east-west alignment. This may
represent an earlier mortuary enclosure or an unusual
contemporary arrangement or possibly a later Saxon reuse
of the monument. Outstanding C14 dates (at the time of
writing) from samples taken from both ditches may help to
resolve the sequence of use as no other datable finds were
recovered. Two cremation burials were recovered from
between the ring ditch and the sub-rectangular ditch
containing burnt bone and charcoal but no pottery.
Given the general lack of datable artefacts or samples it was
decided to try Optically Stimulated Luminescence dating
(OSL) for the sediments of the ring ditch fills, these gave a
date range of 2880-2340 years BP, indicating the
monuments were out of use and silting up from the end of
the Bronze and into the Iron Age.
These ring ditches may form part of a larger ritual landscape
and appear to align with others observed in aerial
photographs taken of the University Parks to the east, they
also share a similar elevation, alignment and position on
ground overlooking a river with the Barrow Hills
monument complex near Radley to the south of Oxford.

Saxon
Close to Walton Street part of a heavily truncated Saxon
sunken feature building (SFB) was found; this contained a
sherd of stamp decorated 516th century pottery and several
burnt timbers indicating destruction by fire. To the south
and west of the SFB, a Saxon pit was also discovered
cutting the twin ring ditch that contained further pottery,
burnt material, several complete and many fragments of
ceramic loom weights.

Medieval
No archaeological evidence for the medieval hamlet of
Buricroll (Barrowcroft), documented as early as the 12th
century in title deeds was found. However, pottery and glass
recovered from a ditch running from the northeast corner of
St Paul's church to the southwest corner of the Infirmary
was of 13th -15th century dates; this ditch forms the top of a
sequence of at least three ditches following the same
aligrunent. Regrettably, the lower, earlier ditch cuts yielded
no datable material but show that this was a well established
boundary.
Further east-west and north-south aligned ditch fragments
of an undated field boundary system were also recorded.

Post-Medieval
The boundary sequence, mentioned above and known from
historical maps, cumulated with a stone wall, originally
separating the Observatory and Infirmary, which is Grade II
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Listed and opened in 1770; fragments of the boundary wall
as well as some associated garden trenches were found.
Cutting through the medieval ditch, just to the west of the
original Infirmary complex was found the 18th century brew
house represented by some stone wall fragments and a stone
built, barrel vaulted cellar. The backfill of the cellar
contained pottery dated to 1807-1820 which conforms well
to the brew house being replaced by the Hakewill Fever
Ward in 1824, a wall of which was also recorded.
Further information including plans, photographs and a
copy of the evaluation report are available to download from
our website.

Sutton Courtenay, former Amey site, Appleford Road
(SU 51105 94235) Louise Wood/Antonietta Lerz

Twelve evaluation trenches were excavated across the
northern and central parts of the site. The southern part of
the site had been truncated during gravel extraction in the
mid-20th century and the trenches located the northern limit
of the quarrying. Subsequent works on the site had also
truncated and disturbed areas to the north of the quarry, with
areas of less disturbance in the northeast corner of the site.
No archaeological deposits or features were identified.

NORTH OXON ARCHAEOLOGY GROUP

Report for 2009

Edward Shawyer

Our archaeological activity in 2009 consisted solely of an
excavation in a previously uninvestigated part of the Roman
settlement at Swalcliffe Lea. The dig lasted from March to
October and was sited in the eastern corner of the field
known once as the "flat", being just 150m east of the "strip"
building excavated by the Shipton historical Society from
1965-8.
We started the excavation with a long exploratory trench
(Trench I) to see what turned up. The southern end of the
trench proved to be where the best archaeology was and so
we extended this section of Trench 1 into our major area of
excavation (Trench 2). It was here we discovered Roman
buildings, a Roman road and a medieval road with a few
intrusive modern features for good measure.

Excavations

Swalcliffe Lea Roman settlement (SP 39153848)

Trench 1
The topsoil was a dark brown humus containing a mixture
of mainly Roman wares with Victorian pottery and modern
clay pigeon fragments. Just 35cm below the surface there
was a layer of small stones and ironstone gravel about 8 -
10cm thick containing small amounts of Roman pottery,
bits of charcoal and some iron slag. Just one very abraded 3rd

4th century minim was found on this surface. This layer,
possibly a yard, gave way to a different stone surface
composed of large cobble stones, gravel and some building
stone, which we identified as one of the streets of the
settlement.
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Below the gravel layer was 50 - 60cm of brown humus/clay
soil in which we found two late 3rd century coins of
Claudius II and possibly Victorinus, both 268-270 A.D.,
then at a depth of 85 - 90cm we found another layer of
stones around the same thickness as the stone layer above,
also with Roman pottery. Beneath this was 30cm or so of
the local orangy-yellow ironstone soil with streaks of blue
clay and beneath this was ironstone bedrock.
The interpretation is that the two stone layers were probably
metalled yards, possibly for farm compounds which over
time were covered with dirt and manure, which built into a
deep layer of soil. The lower yard is probably 1st 2nd

century in date and after a period of time was renewed in the
4th century. After that the settlement was abandoned save
for only the southwest quadrant where the Saxon and
medieval hamlet was sited.

Trench 2
As mentioned the first feature we discovered was the road,
made up of large cobbles and gravel, with some building
stone on top, presumably rubble from the demolition of the
buildings. Sections through it revealed it to be one of the
streets of the village. It was about 5m wide, the same width
as the road we found in 2006.
This road ran on a parallel course and the stretch we
excavated was about 50m or so to the southeast of where we
were digging this year. The 2006 road had a ditch on the
north side, while the one we found this year lacked any
ditches. It was lined with buildings on its south side, while
on its north side it gave way to a gravelled yard. We exposed
10-13m of this road and coincidentally a 1950s water
pipeline cut through its northern edge, which rendered any
detection of a side ditch difficult, so there might have been
one.
The road surface fell steeply to the northeast by 1m to cross
an ancient stream. Sections through it revealed that at the
break of the slope the upper road surface was only 10cm
thick, but just 2m away it deepened to 20cm, so the Romans
had attempted to lessen the slope in this section. Beneath the
upper road was a layer of brown humus with streaks of blue
clay, which was 4cms thick at the break of slope and 12cm
thick 2m further down. Below this was another layer of
stones about 10cm thick laid directly upon the
orangy/yellow clay ironstone soil.
The upper road had plenty of late Roman pottery on it and
among the stones, with one coin of the empress Faustina,
wife of Marcus Aurelius 161-180AD on the surface; while
the lower stone surface had early Roman pottery of the 2"
century AD.
The interpretation is that the lower surface was probably an
early street and that later it was renewed by the end of the
3rd century. The soil in between the two layers represents
either a build up of mud on this road or possibly a deliberate
attempt to lessen the gradient of the street in this natural dip.
The dirt layer is similar to that found in Trench 1 under the
gravelled yard.

Building la
This was the first structure we discovered and consisted of a
wall running southwest-northeast on the sloping southeast
section of Trench 2. Then at the break of the slope there
were traces of a return wall The long wall sloped 52cm to
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the northeast from the break of slope and 7m of it were
exposed. The wall was about 65-70cm wide, its lower two
courses being the usual flat stones, but the upper course was
of pitched stone. The stones were bound by blue clay and
soil.
Associated with the wall was an interior floor of large
stones, which gave the appearance of being a working
surface and it had been partially robbed in its lower section.
The stones were also set into soil and blue clay. The floor
had late Roman pottery on it, bone and also quantities of
iron slag. In the robbed section we found two 4th century
coins of the house of Constantine and either Gratian or
Valentinian, that is from 307-378 AD.
Sections through it revealed it rested upon a 10cm thick
layer of soil and blue clay and beneath that was another
stone layer of about 10cm thick, which in turn rested upon
another 10-20cm of loam/clay soil and blue clay, which lay
upon the local orangy-yellow clay soil which was very
stony.
We discovered a wall associated with the lower floor which
lay partially beneath the upper wall of building I a. This we
designated Building 1 b.

Building lb
Consisted of this wall which ran parallel to the later one and
partially beneath it. At the break of slope the wall tacked
onto another early wall, but of another building (2b) which
lay on a different alignment. In the section at the top of the
slope the wall lay at least 7-10cm above the layer of the
early road surface. There were traces of white clay on the
stone floor, but the impression is that this was merely a
working outbuilding tacked onto the main house above. The
date of this structure is probably 3rd - 4th century.

Building 2b
This was the second structure we discovered and it consisted
of a wall of large stones which seemed to tack onto the long
wall of 1 a at a funny angle, but it became apparent it was an
earlier structure. The return wall of la rested directly upon it
and had been partially destroyed and covered by a later
medieval road.
We found just the corner of 2b. The return wall consisted
largely of a robber trench with a few large stones remaining
in places, it having been damaged by a modern electrical pit
with an earth for the turkey sheds. We couldn't dig any
further since the building lay under the modern road and a
medieval one, as well as there being a tree in the way!
The walls were quite stout, being constructed of large stones
about 40cm long x 43cm wide and 16-20cm thick. The walls
were trench built, bound by blue clay and dirt and were
about 90cm wide from the evidence of the trench. The
pottery found near the foundations of these walls seemed to
be no later than the 3rd century AD, though the pottery still
needs expert confirmation.

Building 2a
This structure was built over 2b and was detected last of all,
since the remnants of the wall lay beneath the medieval
road, the rest had been robbed save for a small section near
building I a. Only small parts of the wall were exposed but it
was similar to the lower courses of I a. The date for this
building is the 3rd - 4th century.
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Building 3
This edifice was revealed because of the electrical pit which
had removed part of the medieval road and also part of the
wall of 2b. While trying to use the pit as a section through
the features we discovered an earlier wall on a different
alignment going southeast to northwest. The wall of 2b
above ran southwest to northeast. The wall was largely
robbed, but we found a layer of stones at the base of the
trench. This cut was 46cm deep and about 60cm wide. A
small amount of early 1 - 2nd century pottery was found at
the base of this trench. If this building lined the early road
then we had probably exposed the gable wall.

The medieval road
This roadway was metalled, with a camber and had a small
stone-lined drainage channel on its north side. It runs on the
same course as the modern road and partially underlies it.
The cobble stone and dirt was laid directly upon the late
Roman buildings to a depth of 10-15cm and it was on the
edge of the road that we found sherds of greenish-yellow
glazed pottery which probably dates to the 12th - 13th

centuries.
About 2m of the northern edge was abandoned for some
reason and became covered by 15cm of brown humus,
while the southern edge was covered by a mixture of soil
and small ironstone chips. The road must have become
covered with mud and the next time the metalling was
renewed was only on the southern side in the form of
ironstone gravel.

The later road
A new road was constructed probably in the 18th or 19th
century and this consisted of a 25cm thick layer of ironstone
rammed down in some kind of white limestone mortar with
white limestone gravel sprinkled on top. Another layer of
humus built up over the lost part of the medieval road, this
being speckled with tiny grains of white limestone mortar.
The thickness of this deposit declined from 25cm near the
modern road to 5cm thick 2m away. Above the 19th century
road a 10cm layer of gravel was laid down and above this
the modern tarmac was laid. The road was tarmaced over
sometime before the 1940s.

Other features
These consisted of the 1950s electrical pit which was used
to sink an earth in and a water pipeline, both of which served
the nearby turkey sheds. The remnant of an oak gate post
was found, which had pierced the Roman road to a depth of
over I5cm. This was also 20th century. This corner of the
field had a small amount of rubbish scattered in it, which
included a First World War gas mask and a 17th century coin
of "Ludovicus magnus" (Louis XIV of France?).

Conclusion

In brief we have evidence for one of the streets of the
Roman village, which ran parallel to the main road, along
which we have a succession of buildings on its south side
and the yard of another unknown building on the north.
Building 3 was the first structure on the south side and was
replaced by Buildings lb and 2b by the end of the 3rd
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century. The roadway was also renewed and improved, with
the gradient being lessened.
Building 2b lay at the top of the slope, while 2a, which lay
on sloping ground was tacked onto it and had a working
floor. This arrangement is very similar to the compound
farmstead we excavated in 2001/2. Here the main house was
sited at the top of the slope on flat ground, while the side
sheds lay on sloping ground.
Also the course of the street we found this year leads
directly to the compound farmstead, it being only 200m
further east, thus we would seem to have similar complexes
on opposing sides of a small dip where an ancient stream
ran. The complex was rebuilt in the 4th century.
From our 2006 excavation we saw that the main street
leaving the settlement was starting to be covered by
creeping silt from the fields, so the road changed course to
higher ground about 5m to the north and here we can see that
the new road was laid directly upon the old Roman
buildings, the "bakery" of the 2006 dig and the buildings of
this year's excavation as well. Now we have an idea of when
this happened - sometime by the 12th - 13th centuries. Also
we can see that the small medieval village was able to afford
to construct quite a nice metalled road.

Warmington Roman and Iron Age settlement
(SP 411474)

Mention must be made of an important find made near our
2008 excavation by Keith Bennett, a conscientious metal
detector who worked with our team investigating the
surrounding fields. He discovered a hoard of early Roman
coins, dating from the time of Nero (65 AD), which
included a large number of republican coins of such figures
as Julius Caesar, Mark Antony and ones dating back to 200
BC.
There were 1,141 silver coins which had been placed in a
pot and this had been set into a stone surface of an outlying
farmstead to the villa we excavated. We also found a larger
pot inserted into the stone yard between two buildings with
a stone slate placed over it, but unfortunately ours had
nothing in it!
A number of us were present when the find of the hoard was
made and assisted in the discovery. Later we lifted the pot
and both it and its contents went to a Warwickshirc
museum.
Because the find was worth a lot of money, it was kept secret
until this year, but I can now report it. While coin hoards are
quite common, it is rare to find such an early hoard so far
inland. In 65 AD the frontier was on the Fossway, a mere 5
miles away and this was the time of Boudicca's revolt.
Just 2 miles to the south in 1828 another early hoard was
found at the villa between Horley and Hanwell of a pot of 70
or more silver denarii dating from Nero to Marcus Aurelius
and Verus (54- 180 AD).
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Abingdon, Abingdon Museum (SU 4979 9705)
Jodie Ford

Oxford Archaeology undertook an archaeological
evaluation and geotechnical survey in advance of the
construction of a new lift shaft and the lowering of the
basement floor by I m. Pits or postholes were revealed
within two testpits to the south of the museum. Though
undated, they were overlain by a sequence of metalled
Roman road surfaces, and may have been associated with
the extensive Iron Age activity observed elsewhere within
the town. The bases of pits, dated by pottery to the 1 st or 2"
century, were recorded. Roman and medieval soil horizons
overlay the deposits. The primary Roman road surfaces
were well made and in general resurfaced rather than
repaired. However, the latest surfaces were crudely repaired
with cobbles and pebbles, representing the road's relative
disuse in the late Roman and early Saxon periods. A gully
dated to the late Roman period was possibly a drainage
feature, suggesting that the road was aligned north-west to
south-east. However, the road may have continued on a
different alignment, possibly to the south-west where a
similar sequence of surfaces was observed at Twickenham
House, Lombard Street c 65m to the south-west (Wilson
and Wallis 1991). The road may have linked Abingdon with
Dorchester, although it need not have extended further than
the edge of the Roman town.
The medieval soil layers overlying the road surfaces and
'dark earth' demonstrate that the site remained unoccupied
until the construction of the town hall in the 17th century.
The land may have formed a yard within a medieval
tenement or open space opposite the market place.
However, it is possible that medieval occupation deposits
were truncated by later activity. The late cobbled surface's
relationship with the museum building was unclear. It is
feasible that it formed part of a street that pre-dated the
construction of the county hall in the 17th century.

Reference:

Wilson R, and Wallis .1, 1991; Prehistoric activity, early Roman
building, tenement yards and gardens behind Twickenham House,
Abingdon, Oxoniensia 56, 1-15

Ascott-under-Wychwood, Shipton Road (SP 2965 1853)
Mike Sims

Oxford Archaeology carried out an archaeological
watching brief for the Environment Agency in advance of
the construction of a swale and two associated bunds. The
work revealed thick deposits of modern made ground
directly overlying natural clay throughout the length of the
route of the swale and a 19th century trackway on the site of
the southern bund. No other significant archaeology was
observed.
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Cuddesdon, Ripon College (SP 5989 0320)
Brian Dean

An evaluation undertaken on behalf of Ripon College
consisted of four trenches targeted on the impact areas of
proposed new buildings. A shallow pit and a ditch were
revealed. Both of these features are thought to be associated
with the present buildings on the site which date from
between 1853 and 1878. A stone-built wall foundation is
thought to pre-date the current buildings and to relate to
post-medieval activity in the area. Generally, the topsoil
across the site was shallow, and its interface with the
underlying natural deposits indicates that a degree of
landscaping has taken place on the site. This was most
notable in the north-western area of the proposed
development where the deposits were truncated through
levelling of the area for a tennis court.

Dorchester-on-Thames, Discovering Dorchester project
(centred at SU 577 941)
Paul Booth

Excavation continued on an area within the south-west
quarter of the walled Roman 'small town' as part of the
Discovering Dorchester project, a collaboration between
Oxford Archaeology, Oxford University, Dorchester
Museum and the people of Dorchester on Thames.
The focus of the 2009 investigation was the late-Roman to
early post-Roman sequence adjacent to and above the
principal north-south Roman road through the town. The
road and associated surfaces were cut by a number of pits,
and the road was also cut by a row of postholes, suggesting
that a structure had been placed on the metalled surface.
Most of the pits have yet to be examined, but a late Roman
or even later date seems likely. Some of them are related to
the sequence of dark earth deposits which originally
covered most of the site. These deposits were particularly
substantial in the central area of the site, where successive
spreads of stone within them (including a possible building
platform identified in 2008) indicate that they accumulated
over an extended period.

Removal of the dark earths in the north-western part of the
site, where they were thinner, revealed mixed gravel
deposits, again cut by pits in places. One well-defined
sub-rectangular patch of gravel possibly formed the floor of
a building. The dark earths also sealed features identified in
earlier excavations by Professor Frere as wall trenches for a
Saxon building. Re-examination showed that these features
were very different in character - one a shallow slot, the
other a substantial steep-sided ditch. It is possible that the
latter was of Roman date, with Saxon material from the
upper fills.
As in 2008, large quantities of fmds were recovered. These
include an important late Roman pottery assemblage, and
early Saxon pottery was also recovered, along with two
ring-shaped loomweight fragments. The most significant
individual object was a second late Roman buckle of
Hawkes type IB (an unstratified example was found in
2008) from one of the components of the dark earth
deposits. The recovery of two of these buckles from a small
excavation area is remarkable and underlines the



importance of Dorchester for the understanding of events at
the very end of the Roman period in Britain.
An enigmatic object found in 2008 (Fig 8) proved to be a
fine copper-alloy Medusa head mount, probably of 3`d or 4th
century date. This seems to have been reused as it is backed
with a very substantial lump of lead, originally contained
within thin copper alloy sheeting. The function of this
apparently composite object remains obscure.

Fig 8. Copper-alloy mount from Dorchester.

Godstow, Godstow Abbey (SP 485 091)
James Mumford

A watching brief for University of Oxford revealed material
relating to the construction of the present river bank
revetment wall, but no archaeological deposits or features
relating to the medieval abbey were seen.

Headington, Warneford Hospital (SP 538 059)
Brian Dean

Oxford Archaeology completed an evaluation on behalf of
GBS Consulting. A total of five evaluation trenches were
excavated. The trenches were located to provide maximum
coverage whilst taking into consideration a previous
geophysical survey. Archaeological deposits were observed
in only a single trench. A ditch containing pottery of a broad
Roman date and a small posthole nearby to the west of the
ditch were recorded.

Henley, Market Place (SU 7591 8257)
Mike Sims

A watching brief at Henley Baptist Church for Stephen
Birch Practice Ltd, revealed brick paths and brick
foundations associated with the site's previous use in the
19'h century as a malthouse.
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Horley, Horton Lane (SP 417 439)
Mike Sims

The majority of deposits, features and structures observed
during the course of Oxford Archaeology's watching brief
at Park House for Mr David Marriott relate to the
construction and use of standing farm buildings and date
from the 18th century or later. A layer of earlier worked soil
pre-dates the construction of the stables, but is probably
post-medieval in origin.

Moulsford, Old Vicarage (SU 589 839)
Ian Cook

A watching brief for Baqus Boxall Sayer revealed topsoil
overlying modem demolition deposits. The demolition
deposits were most likely laid down to level off and
landscape the gardens surrounding the existing care home.
No archaeological deposits or features were encountered
during the course of the watching brief.

Nettlebed, The Old School site (SU 699 867)
Mike Sims

A watching brief for Colin Goodgame of Builders Ede Ltd
revealed deposits of topsoil overlying natural clay, and
features relating to the demolished school buildings. No
other archaeology was observed.

Oddington, College Farm (SP 5529 1492)
Mike Sims

A watching brief commissioned by Mrs V Robinson
revealed modem disturbed ground overlying colluvium and
weathered limestone.

Oxford, Acland Hospital (SP 5132 0639)
Bryan Matthews

An evaluation was carried out on behalf of Keble College.
The earliest-dated features are likely to be a series of
possible postholcs and a northwest-southeast aligned ditch.
The location of a prehistoric ring-ditch is tentatively
postulated in the southwest corner of the site (potentially
re-used as a bastion within the Civil War defences).
A large pit was also located to the east of the site which
produced a sherd of 10`h - 12th century pottery. This suggests
some sort of low-level occupation activity. A layer of
reworked loam overlay the pit; pottery recovered from it
may indicate ploughing in this area in the 13th century.
A very large pit or ditch was identified within the southwest
corner of the site. Its fills contained early post-medieval
finds giving a date of 1630 onwards for deposition. This
feature is probably the ditch that encompassed the
northernmost bastion of the civil war defences, as
represented on de Gommes Plan of 1644. A later re-cutting
of the fills of this feature is likely to have been caused by
subsequent post- medieval pits.
Another deep feature was identified within the northwest of
the site. Its interpretation is problematic, given the limited
profile obtained, although a single sherd of 18th century
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pottery was recovered from just above the base of this
feature. It is most likely that this is a relatively late
substantial pit, probably a quarry hole. The foundations of
the former Northgate House were also uncovered.

Oxford, Beaumont Street (SP 5118 0654)
Mike Sims

Oxford Archaeology carried out a watching brief during
trenching adjacent to the Ashmolean Museum,
commissioned by Oxfordshire Highways. The work
revealed a well-constructed stone-built cess pit with a stone
arched roof and an access passageway leading off to the
cast. The feature was sealed by deposits producing
18th/early-19th century dating evidence, including brick and
clay pipe.

Oxford, Magdalen College (SP 5214 0618)
Ben Ford

A watching brief was carried out during investigatory
floor-slab removal within the Music Room/Store, Linen
Room and Lobby. The work was commissioned by Steven
Smith of Wright and Wright Architects LLP on behalf of
Magdalen College. In the Music Room/Store a short stretch
of stone wall/foundation aligned NE-SW was found, and
probably relates to the medieval infirmary of the Hospital of
St. John the Baptist at Oxford. These remains were overlain
and abutted by foundations and floor make-up deposits
relating to the current college buildings. Only service runs,
pipework, modern wall foundations and modern floor
make-up deposits were observed in the Linen Store and
Lobby. No dating evidence was retrieved during the works.

Oxford, Ship Street (SP 5132 0639)
Mark Dodd

In December 2008 and early January 2009, Oxford
Archaeology carried out an evaluation at the former Oxford
Story buildings. Architects Design Partnership LLP
commissioned the work on behalf of the Clarkson Alliance
Ltd (Oxford).
Two archaeological test pits were excavated within the
former Bakers warehouse. The earliest feature encountered
during the evaluation was a north-south aligned wall. The
wall was probably a continuation of the eastern side of
bastion 4, the extant remains of which were incorporated
into the northern wall of the warehouse. The 1879 Ordnance
Survey plan indicated an east-west continuation of the city
defences to the east of bastion 4, but no evidence of such a
structure was located during the works. A robber trench was
observed within test pit 2. It is more likely that this is
evidence for the removal of a 17th century structure later
mistakenly assumed to be part of the city defences.
To the west of the wall in test pit 1, undisturbed 17th century
deposits were recorded. These were contemporary with a
sequence of floor layers observed within test pit 2 and
truncated by the possible robber cut. The later surfaces from
a floor sequence recorded within test pit 2 were dated by
pottery to the 18th century, and probably relate to the use of
the site as stables for the former Ship Inn, which stood on
the site from c 1756.
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During the mid-19th century, development of the site was
evident from significant truncation, followed by the
construction of the former Bakers Warehouse in 1882. The
possible robber cut was also incorporated into part of this
work. A sequence of make up layers, floor surfaces and
drainage features were also observed and relate to the use of
the site by William Baker & Co and subsequent
development into the Oxford Story.

Oxford, University Parks (SP 5146 0707)
Jodie Ford

An evaluation for Glanville Consultants Ltd and Scottish
and Southern Energy Plc on the site of the proposed
extension to an electricity sub-station uncovered pits and a
ditch. These were undated, but a fragment of 13th - 14th
century tile was recovered from a buried soil that sealed the
archaeological remains.

South Hinksey, Oxford, Church of St Laurence
(SP 509 039) Mike Sims

The Parochial Church Council commissioned a watching
brief, which uncovered three inhumation burials. The coffin
furniture recovered from the earliest of these graves
suggests a 18th/19th century date. All the burials were cut
through the layer of earlier churchyard soil, which produced
18th -19th century clay-pipe stems.

Stadhampton, School Lane (SU 6004 9861)
Mike Sims

A watching brief for Mr R Campbell revealed evidence of
small-scale gravel extraction, probably post-medieval in
date.

Wallingford, St Mary-Le-More (SU 6071 8933)
James Mumford

A watching brief for JBKS Architects revealed the south
wall of the 1 1 th century original church, a number of
brick-lined vaults and late 19th century alterations to the
church heating and floor.

Wantage, former ambulance station (SU 3999 8776)
Robin Bashford

An evaluation was carried out on behalf of Builders EDE
Ltd. The focus of the evaluation was within the footprint of
the proposed new build, and comprised two trenches. The
evaluation revealed one east-west aligned ditch and two
intercutting ditches on a roughly north-south alignment.
The dimensions and profile of the earlier of the north-south
aligned ditches suggested a possible correlation with the
east-west aligned ditch, as did the similarity between the
composition of the fill of the east-west aligned ditch and the
upper fill of the earlier north-south aligned feature. A single
small sherd of pottery from the upper fill of the latter
suggested a possible late Saxon date for this feature -
although the suggested correlation between the two ditches
remains tentative. The second of the north-south aligned



ditches may have represented a re-cut of the earlier feature,
although no dating evidence was recovered.
Three modem trenches were also revealed, which almost
certainly represent the grubbed-out foundation trenches of
the recently-demolished ambulance station. Within the
footprint of the demolished building, the natural geology
was directly overlain by a deposit of similar composition to
the fills of the foundation trenches, and likely to have
originated from the recent phase of demolition. Outside the
footprint of the former building, this demolition deposit
overlay a buried soil horizon which in turn overlay the
natural geology. This deposit was cut by a linear
configuration of modem post-holes, and is likely to
represent the ground surface which pre-dated, and was
truncated by, the construction of the ambulance station.

Wolvercote, St Peter's Church (SP 496 098)
Mark Gibson

Oxford Archaeology carried out an evaluation comprising
two trenches on behalf of Wolvercote PCC. In Trench I
four inhumations, one with with associated 171h to 19th
century coffin fittings, and three unexcavated features, all
likely to be graves, were revealed. In Trench 2, one
inhumation and nine unexcavated features, all likely to be
graves, were found. A grave memorial was also found in
Trench 2 just below the topsoil.
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Woodcote, Olga Mowforth house (SU 643 820)
Jacek Gruszczynsk

An evaluation was carried out on behalf of Builders Ede
Ltd. With the exception of a single undated posthole and a
treehole or a planting pit, the work did not encounter any
archaeological remains. All trenches revealed a deep
accumulation of cultivated soil over 0.5m thick. No finds
were recovered from this deposit, but overlying topsoil
contained a single sherd of glazed red earthenware dated to
the 18th to 19th century, two sherds of 19th or 20th century
flower pot and a sherd of 191h transfer-printed
Staffordshire white ware.

OXFORDSHIRE BUILDINGS RECORD

East Hagbourne, Sundial Cottage (SU 5274 8831)
David Clark

The house consists of three main elements, a two-bay hall,
formerly open now floored and cei led, parallel to the street,
a (later) extension to the west (both now under the same roof
with a chimney-stack between them) and a two-bay
thatched rear north wing, possibly once detached, but now
connected with the front ranges. Around the two-bay
structure is wrapped a (probably 191h century) lean-to
passage and corridor area. The plan is shown at Fig 9.
Much of the central hall truss (Fig.I 0) is intact. The posts
have extended jowls, rising some 6 ins above the wall-plate,
with a cavetto-moulding to the east face, and a more

Fig 9. Sundial Cottage, ground plan
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complex ogee double moulding to the west. On the eastern
face of both posts there is a distinct shelf in the chamfer at
the height of the lower face of the wall-plate.
Evidence in the rear thatched structure of a diamond
mullion window and some smoke blackening suggests a
medieval origin, but on the basis of its roof structure,
probably later than the front range. It might have been a
chamber block or a (possibly detached) kitchen and service
wing. Its subsidiary position favours the latter possibility.
A tentative development history is thus suggested as
follows:
1400 hall house built along main street, services to the east.
1450 two-bay detached kitchen and service range built to
the rear.
1550 fireplace inserted at high end, hall floored over, stair
tower erected.
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Fig 10. Central hall truss.

1650 west range rebuilt, rear range floored, fireplace
inserted and linked to front, present staircase built.
1850 old service end demolished and present passage
created.
Shipton-under-Wychwood, The Shaven Crown
(SP 2785 1780) David Clark

Although a well-known building, with a history linking it to
Bruern Abbey, no detailed archaeological study seems to
have been made. Work carried out in 2009 showed that the
north and south wings almost certainly pre-date the central
hall range.
The roof of the south wing has cambered collars, clasped
purlins, some windbraces and no blackening. The
undersides of the collars, windbraces and purlins are
chamfered. The quality of the roof suggests it was intended
to be seen from below and the style of the carpentry suggests
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a date in the later 15th century and that of the north wing is
contemporary. I Iowever, if an octagonal chimney-stack on
the north wing is an original feature, the structure could be
earlier. Both wings have been considerably altered and it is
not now possible to locate early staircases in the wings.
Both wings seem to have had a heated ground floor, and a
heated first floor open to the roof. As such they could have
been chamber ranges and would have been associated with
a hall. Around 1500 the south range was extended
westwards with added (heated) accommodation on two
levels.
The central range certainly was built as a hall of a
substantial high status building - the roof construction
shows little concern for the cost and availability of timber
and is probably mid-15th century in date, by analogy with
the hall roof at Lincoln College, Oxford (1440s), and
definitely intended to be seen. The entrance archways are of
a style noted elsewhere in the 1480s. The Bruem Abbey
connection may therefore be that this is where the roof and
other features came from after the Dissolution - there is no
evidence that the Abbey actually owned it. This conjecture
is supported by the beam in the front room of the north
wing, which has an octagonal base for a post, the most
obvious explanation for which is that the post was a
crown-post. It is not normally productive to ask questions
such as "where did such reused timbers come from", but
here there are three key factors. Firstly, crown-post roofs
are not normally found in this part of the county, secondly,
where found they date from c 1280 to 1350, and thirdly, the
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Fig 11. Shaven Crown ground plan: suggested earliest parts (shaded) SJ = straight joint.

quality of the carpentry here as shown by the augured
mortice for the braces, is indicative of a high status use.
We concluded that the hall was inserted after the
Dissolution between these two chamber ranges, around the
time (1556) when it was first recorded as an inn. In the early
17th century the north wing was extended with a kitchen and
other service rooms, including a dovecote.
The main obvious changes in the 18th century were in the
north wing where a plaster vaulted ceiling was created in an
upper chamber and sash windows in classical surrounds
were inserted, as can be seen in pre-1931 images. Perhaps
also in the 18th century with increased coach traffic, an
intermediate floor was inserted in the hall at the level of the
girding beam, and partly supported by a central
chimney-stack. These were removed in 1931. The other
major alterations at this time were the in period style
replacement of most of the windows and the creation of a
new circulation route by means of a new staircase from the
hall to each of the wings.

Reference

1930 sale particulars, which refer to a first floor "bedroom (or
Chapel Room) having an old open oak-timbered ceiling", which is
illustrated with a photograph of the present hall roof.
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The Vale and Ridgeway Project: Excavations at
Mareham/Frilford 2009: interim report

Kamash, Z, Gosden, C and Lock, G (with contributions by
Elizabeth Brophy, Roger Glyde, Jane Harrison, Janice
Kinory, Paula Levick, Sheila Raven, Jane Smaliridge, Dan
Stansbie, Matthew Symonds and Peter Warry)

Introduction to the Vale and Ridgeway Project

The background to the project and site has been detailed in
the previous eight interim reports in South Midlands
Archaeology (Lock and Gosden 2002; Lock and Gosden
2003; Lock eta! 2004; Gosden and Lock 2005; Lock and
Gosden 2006; Kamash et al 2007; Kamash et al 2008;
Kamash eta! 2009), as well as on the project web site:
http://www. arch. ox. ac.uk/VRP1.htrn I
As in previous years the excavation acts as a training
excavation, and is committed to education in the widest
sense. This season's excavation saw participants from
across the world including USA and Kenya as well as from
a selection of British schools and universities. Education
Officers were on-site throughout the month of excavation
and gave tours to many visitors including groups from local
schools and community organizations. Various activities
were organized for National Archaeology Day when over
1000 people visited the site.

The 2009 Excavation Season [Fig 12]
Excavations this year were spread across Trendies Field and
the Noah's Ark garden. In Trendies Field, which has been
the focus of our excavations until this year, three trenches
were continued from previous seasons (MF09: Trenches 9
and 36 and MFP09: Trench 2). Two new Trenches (MF09:
Trenches 39 and 40) were also opened in the central area of
the complex and over the putative end of the drain
respectively. The aims of the season included: continued
exploration of the well inside the shrine in Trench 36;
completion of the excavations in the interior of the arena of
the semi-amphitheatre in Trench 9; gaining a greater
understanding of the archaeology in the central area of the
complex and investigating activity towards the end of the
drain leaving the semi-amphitheatre.
This was also the second year of excavations inside the
Scheduled Ancient Monument (0X211, Scheduled
Monument Consent 1ISD 9/2/9919) in the Noah's Ark Inn
Garden, where Bradford and Goodchild (1939) first
excavated the temple site. One trench (MENA09: Trench I)
was continued from the 2008 season to complete
investigating the date and character of the barrel-shaped,
ditched enclosure. After a geophysical survey over the main
temple building carried out by William Wintle before the
2009 season (Wintle this volume), three new trenches
(MENA09: Trenches, 6, 7 and 8) were opened over the site
of the temple originally excavated by Bradford and
Goodchild.

Marchant/Frillord Excavations 2001-2009
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Excavations inside the Noah's Ark Inn garden, Frilford
(SAM 0X21 1): MFNA08 Trenches 1,6-8 [Figs 13-18]

Trench1 [Fig 13]
Excavations in the 2009 season in Trench 1 focussed on the
Iron Age ditches in this trench. Ditch group 1016 was on an
east-west alignment and formed the northern boundary of
the enclosure. The ditch was a stepped v-shape, c 3.2m wide
x 1.75m deep, which was very similar in profile and size to
the ditch sections excavated in Trenches 2 and 3 in 2008
[Fig 14]. The upper fills were extremely rich in finds,
especially in early Roman pottery. In addition a carefully
stacked pile of animal bone, from which an iron knife was
protruding, was also found. This concentration of finds was
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markedly different from the ditch sections in the other
trenches. The close proximity of this section of the ditched
enclosure to the Roman temenos may explain the high level
of deposition in this area and may be related to a possible
southern entrance to the temenos.
Ditch group 1014 was on a north-south alignment and
formed the western boundary of the enclosure. Somewhat
unexpectedly, this section of the ditch was narrower (1.8m
wide) than the other sections of enclosure ditch and had a
different profile being v-shaped without the step feature and
was I .4m deep. It is unclear why this was the case, but it
may be possible that this side of the enclosure was not dug at
the same time as the northern and eastern sides.

Ditch Grp 1016 g

Fig 13. Plan of MFNA Trench I.
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MFNA 09
Trench I
Section 1.31

Fig 14. Section through ditch [1182] in MFNA Trench 1.
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The temple trenches: trenches 6-8
Three trenches were excavated in the area of the temple. The
largest of these trenches was located over the south-eastern
corner of the main temple building (Trench 7) and two
smaller trenches were placed over the north-eastern corner
of the temple and the side annexe (Trench 6) and over the
north-western section of the temple in the area of the
tripartite annexe (Trench 8). There were several reasons
behind excavating the temple area again; these included:
confirming the location of earlier excavations,
understanding the extent and thoroughness of the earlier
excavations in order to be able to assess their conclusions
and to gain a fresh insight into the date and nature of the
temple building and any activities that may have been
carried out inside. These trenches generally avoided the area
excavated by Harding (1987), though the north-western
corner of Trench 7 intersected with Harding's trench in
order to confirm its location. The trenches excavated by
Bradford and Goodchild (1939) proved to be easy to locate,
a testament to the accuracy of their surveying. More
unexpected was the shallow depth of the majority of these

Fig 15. Plan of MYNA Trench 7.
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trenches. The majority of them hit the tops of the robber
trenches for the temple walls, but these were very rarely
excavated to any greater depth, meaning that the temple is
in a better state of preservation than may have been assumed
previously. Their plan of the eastern sector of the temple
also proved to be extremely accurate. Somewhat more
difficult to locate were the evaluation trenches excavated by
Oxford Archaeological Unit in the 1980s (Miles and Wait
1987; Wait and Miles 1988). Allowing for survey errors, at
least one evaluation trench should have run through either
our Trench 6 or our Trench 8, but no excavation trenches on
the right alignment could be traced, so the location of these
remains unclear.
The temple [7011=7118=7020] and cella [7004] walls were
largely robbed out and the robber trenches backfilled with
large quantities of small, unwanted stones and mortar [Fig
15]. The date of this robbing of the walls is still unclear. One
small part of the cella wall [7052] was not entirely robbed,
illustrating that the foundations were made of vertical and
pitched limestone pieces [Fig 161. The extent of the

MFNA 09
Trench 7
Section 7.04

Fig 16. Section through part of the cella wall in MFNA
Trench 7, showing where the wall has not been robbed.

remaining foundations and the size of the robber trench in
this area were the same, suggesting that the robber trenches
provide a good proxy for the size of the walls. In this case,
we can say that both the temple and cella walls were c lm
wide and their robber trenches c 0.5m deep. At the
south-eastern corner of the temple, a buttress-like extension
[7170] seems to be have been added to the corner, which is a
detail not recorded by Bradford and Goodchild. Inside the
cella the upper layers contained large pieces of limestone
rubble, but no floor layers survived. Like Bradford and
Goodchild, we found large numbers of scattered ceramic
tesserae, which suggest that a plain tessellated floor has
been ploughed out or destroyed. Underneath this layer were
a series of silt layers containing very few finds. Similarly no
floor layers survived inside the ambulatory between the
outer temple and cella walls. There was evidence for several
small burning episodes in the upper layers in this area that
might be related to some of the activities that occurred
inside the building. A similar sequence of silts to those
inside the cella underlay these areas. Where bedrock was
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exposed inside the temple building no cut features were
recorded, suggesting that Harding's stake-walled
roundhouse was not accompanied by any features to the
south and east.
Outside the temple walls was a series of destruction layers
(7015, 7016, 7022, 7027 and 7080) surrounding the temple
building. Copious fragments of wall plaster of a variety of
colours were retrieved from these deposits. In contrast, very
little wall plaster was recovered from the deposits inside the
temple and cella walls. This suggests very strongly that the
outside, rather than the inside, of the temple was decorated,
which would have made the building a striking and
colourful focal point inside the temenos. Another significant
find from outside the temple to the east (from layer 7022)
was the finely-modelled head and neck fragment of a
ceramic bull figurine wearing a painted garland on top of its
head. It appears that this figurine was a product of the local
Oxfordshire potteries (P Booth pers comm) and may have
been made specifically for deposition at this temple. This is
the only figurine that has so far been found at Marcham,
though a ceramic model of an animal horn was found in the
upper ditch fills in Trench 1 to the south in 2008.
It was hoped that excavations in the north-eastern annexe

(Trench 6; Fig 17) would help elucidate its character and
purpose, but it is still unclear what this small space was used
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Fig 17. Plan of IvIFNA Trench 6.

for. The finds, in particular the very large amounts of
ceramic building material, from this trench have been
instructive, however, about the broader building history of
the temple. A very large concentration of roof tile was
recovered from Trench 6, principally from layers 6010,
6003 and 6008. It would appear that these represent two
deposits of roof tile with one roof dating from the 2"I
century AD (deposited in 6010 and 6003) and another roof
dating from the 3rd century AD (deposited in 6008) (Warry
2009). This suggests that the roof was renovated at least
twice during the life of the temple and also suggests that the
temple must have been constructed in the 2nd century AD at
the latest; an earlier building with a roof of a different
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Fig 18. Plan of MFNA Trench 8.

material may be possible. A clay-tilled pit [6012] of unclear
date was also found in the north-eastern corner of the
trench.

It was also hoped that excavations in Trench 8 would help
unravel the function, purpose and chronology of the
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Fig 19. Plan of MF Trench 9.
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tripartite annexe. Unfortunately, the majority of the
archaeology in Trench 8 was severely truncated by a large,
probably post-medieval, pit or cellar [8016] that may have
been related to the Noah's Ark Inn when it was functioning
as a pub, as well as by the earlier excavation trenches [Fig
18].

Excavations in Trendies Field

The semi-amphitheatre arena: Trench 9 [Fig 191
For the first time in several years conditions allowed
excavation in the centre of the arena. Work in 2009 sought
to answer questions about the course and character of the
north-south axial drain and possible post-Roman activity
within the arena.

The north-south leg of drain [9333], uncovered in the south
of the arena in 2005, was found to continue north [9502]
through the centre, so the exact point of origin of the drain is
still not known, but it cannot have been in the centre of the
arena. As in other sections of the excavated drain, the
sidewalls of the drain were constructed throughout of 3-4
courses of relatively small roughly-faced stones, without a
base, creating a channel never more than 0.35m wide and
0.2m deep. These sidewalls remained of consistent build
and gently meandering course, but major alterations were
made to the capstones (see below). There was also evidence
that main drain had been remodelled and repaired a number
of times: trample and disturbance in the surrounding sandy
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clays (9479) testified to both water-logging and repeated
attempts to master the rise and flow of water. This
demonstrated that water management was a challenge
throughout the life of the arena.
North of the centre two exceptionally large capstones
[9498] over lm long and 0.8m wide were uncovered. These
later slabs may have functioned as foundations for a path to
the centre, perhaps as the middle became wetter. The central
2m length of the drain demonstrated an earlier capstone
model [9476]. These stones were much more modest and
only roughly shaped. Here the single clay fill over the drain
was undisturbed within a very clear cut [9474]. However,
the base of the southern end of this portion of drain channel
was lower than the base of the continuation south - above
which yet another arrangement of capstones [9497] and fills
evinced further remodelling. This drop of over 0.1m
happened across the only break discovered in the drain
channel. This suggests either that the drain to the north had
subsided gradually, fracturing the channel, or that the
southern portion was rebuilt at a higher level to create an
improvised sump. South of the break the capstones were
thin and angular and of a regular size (c 0.5m square), but a
succession of patchy fills, including a final rubble packing
(9496), were clearly the result of increasingly desperate
overhaul and intervention.
Excavation to the south-east of the centre provided more
evidence for drainage problems. Traces of the arena
surface, including sand, were discovered in an area (c 3m x
3m as revealed) which had become a muddy pool of
stagnant water into which were dumped stones, ceramic
building material and organic waste leaving a sludge (9523)
containing bone, fragments of wood, charcoal and Roman
pottery. This was sealed by a rough stone layer (9518) of
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large pieces of building stone and roof-tile, perhaps from the
demolition of structures elsewhere on the site. Above this a
deep layer of clayey colluvium (9501) from the south-east
bank demonstrated reverse stratigraphy with early medieval
pottery at the lowest level of in-fill. A rubble layer (9518)
might tentatively be linked to very late or immediately
post-Roman activity but no artefactual evidence was found
to support this hypothesis.

Exploring the end of the drain: Trench 40 [Fig 20]
Trench 40, c 25m x 25m, was opened in the area of the
putative end of the drain. The earliest layers encountered in
the trench were (40,040) and (40,032), which were two
layers of clean natural sand that probably underlie
everything in this area. The upper of these (40,032) was cut
by the drain cut [40,008]. The drain cut was filled by the
drain structure [40,007], which was constructed in a similar
manner to the rest of the drain further north. A very
widespread, dark blackish grey deposit of 'swampy' layers
overlay the fill of the drain and extended to the southern end
of the trench. Numerous soil samples have been taken at
regular intervals of these layers to understand them further.
Contained within these layers were numerous large sherds
of pottery, coins and vessel glass fragments. The sherds of
pottery appear too large to have passed through the
comparatively small drain channel, so it seems probable that
these, along with the other items, were deliberately placed in
this boggy deposit - a practice that is well-attested in
prehistory and is becoming increasingly well-known in the
Roman period (Bradley 1998; Kamash 2008; Goldberg
2009, 193-195). It is hoped that further excavation of this
interesting deposit will help elucidate any such activities.
The remaining contexts arc all either natural limestone

spreads or post-medieval, for example ditch
[40,006] and land drain [40,002].

Activity in the central area of the complex:
Trenches 36 and 39
Excavations of the well/shaft [36123] inside
the shrine in Trench 36 were completed in
2009 [Fig 21]. The feature was c 1.8m deep
and c 0.75m in diameter. The stone-lining, size
and shape would suggest that the feature was a
well, but the stone layer (36173) at its base
might cast some doubt on this interpretation.
No further excavations were carried out in this
trench.
Trench 39 was located to link the southern
edge of Trench 22, the eastern edge of Trench
34 and the western edge of Trench 2. The
intention was to discover any relationships
between the large late Roman building in
Trench 2, the three-sided building in Trench 22
and the smithing hearths found in Trench 34,
while investigating several geophysical
anomalies within the new area. The

friee archaeology in Trench 39 was concentrated in
the southern and eastern parts of the trench and
provided useful phasing for activity in this area
[Fig 221.
Two of the geophysical anomalies were
caused by smithing hearths: [39016] aligned
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Fig 21. Section through the well/shaft [36123] in MF Trench 36.
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east-west and [39008] aligned
north-south - similar to those in Trench
34. The southern fan of raked-out
material from the open end of [39008]
ran so close to [39016] that it is
unlikely that the two hearths were used
at the same time. Both had been
partially dismantled before the area
was levelled using a spread of oyster
shells (39001). This layer, several
shells thick, covered an area in the
south of the trench over 5m long x 3m
wide. Sealed by this oyster shell layer,
along with the hearths, were several
postholes or post-pads, and another
hearth [39014]. Some posthol es,
post-pads and small pits, discovered to
the east, were just beyond the oyster
shell layer, but these seemed to have
represented temporary structures,
possibly belonging to a period of
industrial activity focused on the
hearths.
In the absence of stratigraphical
relationships between the building and
hearths found in Trenches 22 and 34 it
had been proposed in previous seasons
that the metal-working activity took
place after the Trench 22 building's
main period of use. It now appears,

10,10

0 5 10 Metres



MEP 09
Trench 2

6176 57;76

1=1 7--
-

0

.92 I I ,53592

50 Metres

Fig 23. Plan of MFP Trench 7.

however, that the smithing hearths belonged to a phase
before construction of the Trench 22 building. This
hypothesis is perhaps supported by the position of the
hearth in Trench 22 - impractically close to an internal
corner of the building - and would explain more neatly the
tree-throw hole filled with metal-working and hearth debris
in the building's annexe as part of site-clearance and
levelling for building.
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Fig 24. Section through ditches [2131] and [2055] in MFP Trench 2.
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A cobbled surface (39028), revealed in
previous seasons to the west of the
Trench 2 building, was found to
continue into Trench 39 and,
significantly, to overlie the oyster shell
spread. The cobbles were in turn
sealed by demolition debris (39010),
presumably from the Trench 2

building. In the south of Trench 39,
west of the cobbled surface, faint
gravelly traces were found of
foundation trenches 1390291[39038]
for a three-sided building open to the
south, c 7m long x 4m wide. The
remains of these gravel-lined trenches
just scooped the top of the oyster shell
layer and made use of the western side
of hearth [390081 as part of the
foundations, suggesting that the shell
layer had been part of site preparation
for this building. Any other remains of
this later construction, apart from a
spread of debris related to the gravel
foundations, has been lost to
ploughing.

MFP09 Trench 2 [Figs 23-24]
The D-shaped enclosure over which
Trench 2 was targeted is a
flat-bottomed Bronze Age ditch
[2 1 3 1 ] approximately 2m deep,
flanked by a bank of re-deposited
material on either side. Several pits of
probable Iron Age date had been cut
into the bank on the south side, whilst

the bank on the north side appears to have slumped into the
ditch. The ditch, pits and bank were all subsequently
truncated by a V-shaped Iron Age ditch [2055] that was
re-cut twice, once during the Iron Age and once during the
Iron Age to Roman transition [Fig 24]. The alignment of the
Iron Age ditch has yet to be conclusively proven.
Investigations elsewhere in the trench have identified up to
three probably Bronze Age pits, two of which appear to be

bell-shaped. The primary fill (2178) of one
of these pits [2205], on the southern edge of
the trench, consisted of mixed silts and
general waste including charcoal flecks and
contained large fragments of pottery dating

4/.10,82 95 to the Late Bronze Age to Early Iron Age
S transition. These features were filled from

the north side with alternating bands of
mixed silt with domestic waste and natural
colluvial clay. It is likely that many features
in this area of Trendles Field are masked by
various phases of colluvium. This
conclusion is given weight by the
identification of several ephemeral cut
features, for example [2117] and [2240],
which may pre-date the Bronze Age activity
and are filled with colluvial clay similar to

4 Metres the banding within [22051.
A large part of the trench appears to
comprise several intercutting Iron Age pits
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of varying size, previously interpreted in 2008 as a single
large pit [20121. As the depth of excavation increased it
became possible to see patterns of pits in plan within the
fills. One of these pits, [2214] within the centre of the
trench, contained articulated neonatal remains placed
against the edge of the cut.
In the south-easem corner of the trench there was a complex
sequence of inter-cutting pits. Continued excavation of pit
[21241 revealed that a small pit [2135] was cut into its
primary fill; an articulated bovine leg was then deposited
into this small pit. This feature likewise silted over when a
second pit [21221 of the same shape, size and alignment was
cut into the secondary fill to the south of the first pit. No
significant finds were identified within this second pit. A
third such pit [2138] was identified west of [2135] and
appears to have been cut directly into the base of [2124],
although it is impossible to be certain due to truncation by a
possible linear feature [2216] that cuts through [2124] yet is
of uncertain relationship to [2122] and [2135]. It has been
suggested that the pits within trench 2 were quarry pits for
the extraction of the natural glauconite-rich green sand and
white tufaceous clay where there is a 2 m deep shelf in the
limestone bedrock.
Of continuing interest are the late Iron Age to Roman
midden deposits (2009), (2010) and (2056), in which
excavators have identified specific depositional events.
Examples of this include lines of animal bone, distinctly
separate clusters of pottery of different types and colours,
three large tabular limestone rocks between 0.51m and
1.3m in size, and a minimum of three burnt clay loom
weights. A Roman coin of the 1st century AD was also
found within (2010). Although investigations are ongoing,
it has been suggested that this deposition represents a
closing event where old or out-dated artefacts were
disposed of, perhaps as the focus of activity migrated
westward toward the Temple complex.

Conclusions and future plans

While this season's excavations in the scheduled temple
area were not able to contribute much to our understanding
of the annexe features, they have been able to shed new light
on aspects of the main temple building and its immediate
environs. In particular, the exterior painting of the temple,
the burning episodes inside the temple ambulatory, the
phasing of the roof and the deposition of specially-made
items such as the ceramic bull figurine have added
previously unknown elements to the story of the temple.
In Trendies Field the excavations inside the arena have now
been completed. The hearths in Trench 39 have added to a
growing picture of small-scale industrial activity on the site,
which merits more research. The oyster shell layer in this
trench has also contributed some much needed stratigraphy
to the central part of the site, which in conjunction with
finds data will hopefully help in understanding the sequence
of buildings and activities in this area. Excavations in
Trench 40 will continue in the 2010 season, where a
particular focus will be on the nature of the deposition in the
boggy layers and also further definition of the end of the
drain. Similarly, excavations will continue in the prehistoric
settlement at the far west of Trendles Field. This will
involve investigating further the complex sequences in
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Trench 2 and also opening new trenches in different parts of
this area.
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PAULA LEVICK

Geophysical Survey at Charlton Field, Lockinge
(SU 415 854)
Paula Levick, John Hawes, Patsy Jones, William Wintle
and Charles Wrench

Background

A geophysical survey was carried out to investigate
cropmark evidence for a possible curvilinear enclosure and
a number of associated ditches. Although the cropmarks
show only ditched features, a purported Roman building
was discovered in the 19th century during the construction
of a road on land undergoing enclosure (Akennan 1863).
The road is probably one that now survives as a green lane
running approximately north-south towards Charlton
village, and the reported location of the building
corresponds closely to the area of cropmarks.
A kern-Ian's report describes a shallow flight of steps leading
down into an oven or furnace. Kiln grate bars, possible flue
tile, pottery, 3rd and 4th century coins, and a Roman brooch
were recovered. A report of a further extant building and
Roman pottery in a similar location was made in 1960 by
the landowner. It was therefore possible that further
buildings or settlement lay within the vicinity of the
cropmarks.

The Site
The site is situated on high ground on a northwest-facing
slope of the Downs, with extensive views across the Vale of
the White Horse and beyond. The soils are well-drained
Iknield Series silty rendzinas over chalk.

The Surveys
The geophysical surveys were carried out over two seasons
in 2008 and 2009 on fields either side of the green lane. The
total survey area covered 8.7ha. The survey was undertaken
using a single sensor Bartingtons Grad601-1 magnetic
gradiometer, using a 1-metre line separation, and a
resolution of 4 readings per metre, providing 3600 readings
over a 30 m grid. The instrument was set to a sensitivity of
0.1 nT. The results were processed using geophysical
software ArcheoSurveyor.
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Results
A large curvilinear enclosure measuring approximately
108m x 98m, enclosing an area of 0.9ha was recorded
during the survey (Fig 25). Rounded projections in the
southwest and northeast appear to respect earlier features,
although the survey provides no indication of what these
might be. High value anomalies within the interior probably
represent pits and hearths. Several possible hut circles
ranging in size from 10-14m in diameter were recorded
within the enclosure. The only apparent entrance is an
indistinct break in the east approximately 5m wide. The
southern extent of the enclosure lies close to the modern
field boundary which has caused some magnetic
disturbance, but it is possible to confirm that the ditch is
continuous in this area.
The relatively straight eastern side of the enclosure appears
to form one side of a trackway approximately 9m wide.
However, the corresponding ditch has produced a much
weaker signal to that of the enclosure and it might be
associated with a further ditch on the same alignment in the
east. It is therefore uncertain if the features are
contemporary. The enclosure appears to cut a further ditch,
running east-west in the south.
A possible boundary ditch extends eastwards from the
enclosure, where it continues into the hedge line of the
modern field. No trace of it could be seen on open ground to
the east.
Ditched fields, most probably of a later prehistoric or
Roman date, lie to the west of the enclosure. The
relationship between the two is uncertain, although the
enclosure ditch appears to cut one of the fields.
A small rectangular feature 19.5m x 10.6m was recorded
within the fields. This feature lies on the edge of a square
enclosure or compound, which appears more regular than
the surrounding field systems. A feature of similar size,
interpreted as the foundation trench for a building was
detected during a geophysical survey of the Roman villa at
West Challow, Oxfordshire (Wintle, 2006), and others arc
known from Roman sites across the Thames Valley (Booth,
etal. 2007).
In 2009, further ditched fields, pits, and other features, none
of which had been previously recorded as cropmarks, were
detected by the survey in the field to the west. A ditched
track or drove, which is possibly contemporary with the
ditched fields, runs approximately north-south. This
corresponds to a strip of vegetation observed extending
downslope towards the north of the field for approximately
750m. A number of pit-like anomalies lie within the area of
the fields. The absence of these anomalies outside the
enclosed areas suggests they are man-made features,
possibly wells, watering holes or storage pits.
A ring ditch, approximately 16m in diameter, which is now
overlain by the hedge bank was recorded in the east of
survey area.
A curving ditch, possibly part of a larger enclosure, was
recorded in the south. The ditched fields run up to, but do
not encroach within it, and are possibly contemporary with
the enclosure, or the enclosure might have been extant when
the fields were laid out. The fields appear to be a
continuation of those in the east and probably formed part of
a contemporary system that was cut by the later enclosure
road.
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Surface Collection
In addition to the geophysical survey, surface collection of
pottery and ceramic building material (CBM) was carried
out for each grid in the eastern field during or directly after
each grid was surveyed. A small amount of ceramic
building material and sherds of abraded pottery were
recovered, the majority being from Roman greyware
vessels covering the period AD 43-410, and middle-late
Oxfordshire colour coated vessels, c AD 260-410. A small
number of sherds from parchment ware, Samian and other
vessels were also recovered. Fig 26 shows the plotted
distribution. The highest concentration of pottery
corresponds closely to the area of the possible building and
enclosure discussed above.
Effective surface collection was not possible for the field in
the west, which was harvested but not ploughed. A small
number of Roman pottery sherds, similar to those recovered
from the eastern field were observed, with the largest
concentration corresponding to the dense spread of material
recorded in the east.
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Fig 25. Results of geophysical survey.



Discussion

Prior to the survey it was thought that the large enclosure
might provide evidence for Roman settlement. However its
basic morphology, together with the pits and roundhouses
and particularly the lack of Roman pottery from across the
interior, suggest its main period of use was during the later
prehistoric period.
No physical evidence could be found for the building
reported by Akerman, however, if as stated in the report, the
trackway cut the building, it is possible that it lies wholly
beneath the trackway and hedge banks, which cover a width
of approximately 22m.
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PETER SALWAY

Stanton Harcourt, St Michael's Church (SP 416 056)

A watching brief was carried out for the Parochial Church
Council during repairs in the 13th century south transept.
The timber framework supporting the stepped Harcourt
family pews occupying the southern part of the transept was
shown to rest somewhat precariously on an undated flagged
floor of variable quality that seemed to have subsided
towards the middle of the transept before the pew structure
was constructed.
No firm evidence was observed for the former presence of
the four-decker 16th117th century gallery noted in the
Victoria County History, but there were slight signs
suggesting that it had occupied the same site as the stepped
pews. Dating evidence for the current arrangements in the
transept is also scarce, but it appears that they are the result
of refurbishments and re-orderings over the first half of the
19th century, perhaps originally set in motion by the
decision to erect the Gothic monument to the second Earl
Harcourt (d 1809) in the adjacent Harcourt Chapel.
It seems probable that the splendid Baroque wall monument
to Sir Philip Harcourt (d 1688) now in the transept was
moved out of the chapel at this time to make room for the
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Earl, perhaps displacing the gallery. Temporary removal of
the panelling in the south-west corner of the transept
revealed that Sir Philip's monument had been massively
underpinned by rebuilding the lower part of the 13th century
wall in brick. Ironically, it also seems likely that it was to
accommodate Sir Philip's monument in the chapel in the
first place that extra wall-space had been acquired there by
blocking its 15th century arcade into the chancel around the
end of the 17th century, probably at the same time as the
construction of the large brick family vault beneath the
chapel floor that is still in use.
Pressure on space from the need to accommodate Harcourt
burials seems to have been a recurrent cause of change in the
church. Indeed, the earliest surviving Harcourt memorial -
and one that is clearly still in its original place - was installed
in c 1400, not in the chapel (not built till the 1470s) nor the
transept but in the chancel, inconveniently blocking the
chancel north door.

SOUTH OXFORDSHIRE ARCHAEOLOGICAL
GROUP (SOAG)

The search for the 'lost' church of Bix Gibwyn - interim
report
David Nicholls (Project Leader) and Mike Green

Abstract

During 2007 - 2009 SOAG undertook a search for the 'lost'
church of Bix Gibwyn in South Oxfordshire. The project
was initiated, and partially sponsored, by Victoria County
History (VC11) and was conducted in its later stages in
collaboration with the Geophysics Unit of the Department
of Archaeology at the University of Reading. We believe we
have conclusively located the burial ground associated with
the church and have strong evidence for the existence of a
built structure, the search for which continues in 2010.

Background

In December 2006 the lead author of this paper and Dr
Stephen Mileson of the Victoria County History:
Oxfordshire (VCH) discussed the enigma of the 'missing'
site of the medieval church of Bix Gibwyn in a quiet valley
in the Chilterns approximately 2 miles northwest of
Henley-on-Thames. Despite several decades of sporadic
fieldwork, and documentary research by various county and
local historians, no conclusive structural evidence had been
obtained for the site of the church. Several diverse locations
had been suggested throughout the Assendon and side
valleys and also the higher Bix parish land for this church
which, in the medieval period, belonged to one of the two
main manors, each with its own church. The manors were
absorbed into the adjacent Stonor Estate in the 14th century
and sometime later were united.
The medieval settlement pattern in this area appears to have
been quite dispersed and very little physical evidence
remains, with the particular exception of the well-known,
beautiful ruinous church of St James in the parish of Bix
Brand. This has been extensively recorded and surveyed.
This church was founded in the Norman, or possibly the late
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Fig 27. Location of Chapel Cottages, Bix.
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Saxon, period and survived as a living church into the late
19th century.
The importance of locating the site of Bix Gibwyn church
by systematic search techniques, including the application
of geophysical survey equipment, was outlined by Stephen
Mileson, but, due to VCH budgeting constraints, it was
impossible for this work to be commissioned. SOAG
agreed to adopt the project as an interesting field challenge
for the Group. Four possible primary locations were
identified by the VCH and several others by SOAG.
In June of 2007 the first survey was undertaken in
conjunction with the Marlow Archaeological Society which
had expressed interest in participating. This first site, Old
Chapel, was selected as the most promising, and likely to
yield some evidence. Until 1725, this site was shown on the
Stonor Estate map as Old Chapel, comprising a small close
with a larger enclosure behind (SU 731865) (Fig 27).
Before 1841 this was arable land. As Little Chapel Field it
was sold off in 1899 by the local rector of Bix to one 1
Broad. Soon after this, two cottages were built on the land
and were then known as Broads Cottages, but during this
period of change an excavation took place before the
erection of the cottages in 1900, by Harry Watts, who was
later to become County Surveyor. In 1936 he wrote to local
historian E A Greening Lamborn about his finds and
possible evidence of a collapsed structure, but the latter was
nevertheless still of the opinion that the church was sited
further away.
We do not know where the exact position of this apparent
structure was in relation to these two early cottages. In c
1971, these cottages, situated near, and parallel to, the road
as a joined pair, were demolished, and two detached houses
were built, now known as holly Hill and Keeper's Cottages.
These are positioned much further back from the road at
different orientations. Local people remember a number of
skeletons being uncovered during the foundation
excavations, and these were reported to the local
Constabulary - in all possibly 12 bodies, but apparently no
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recording was undertaken as it was realised these were old
bones, and the remains were covered by the new building.
Over a number of years, a former tenant also reported
carting large quantities of flint and stone off the site to
enable cultivation of the gardens.

Geophysics

Against this background, and with the kind approval of the
owner, Major General Lord Alvingham, and the tenants, in
collaboration with the Marlow Archaeological Society, in
2007 resistivity surveys were undertaken of the cottage
gardens, and also of an adjacent field. The latter yielded no
historic images whatsoever. In the gardens, because of
obvious ground disturbance during periods of building,
demolition work, drainage installation and garden activity,
it was only possible to obtain partial imaging, and the results
obtained were not considered sufficiently positive to
suggest either definite structural features and/or graves.
Over the rest of the year SOAG conducted further
geophysical surveys at several of the other locations, mostly
up the hill and nearer to the present village of Bix, but these
yielded nothing of significance to the search for the church.
In further discussions in early 2008 with Stephen Mileson it
was considered that the most promising site, despite early
negative results, was still Old Chapel, and permission was
granted by the owner for trenching in the gardens of the two
cottages.

Archaeology

From August to November 2008, three trenches were
excavated. The first two were in the front and rear gardens
of the right hand cottage known as Holly Hill, respectively
to depths of 1.3m and I .2m. In both excavations soil
stratification revealed an unexpected homogenous full
depth layer (apart from the plough or worked garden soil) of
c 250mm of disturbed gravelly soil with some small flints,
containing fragments of bone, including human bone,
pottery of Roman, medieval and 19th century date, with
assorted tile fragments. This layer was not backfill and had
not related to constructional activity, but was disturbed. No
firm conclusions were reached on how this matrix was
created.
The third trench, initially interrupted, nominally of 4m by
lm, was positioned northwest to the rear of the left hand
cottage, Keeper's Cottage. Here the ground rises slightly
and is part of the garden. Excavation work proceeded for
several days, encountering similar soil conditions, but with
increased disturbance, and quantities of tile pieces; bone
fragments, including human; pottery shards of different
periods, including 3rd to 4th century Roman; and a few
shards of medieval ware. All these were within the main
homogenous layer: large and small flints and pebbles mixed
in with dark loam and clay. The top layer, about 500mm of
worked garden soil, contained various rubbish and
indications of normal outside privy soil disposal from the
early cottages. At first, there was no indication of church
use. However, within the fill, at a depth of 650mm, an
interesting small bronze hook was found. This has been
identified as a hooked tag, used to fasten either clothing or a
purse. This example may be Anglo-Saxon, probably I 0th or
1 1thcentury (Fig 28). A collection of similar tags was



Fig 28. Hook excavated at Chapel Cottages, Bix.

discovered in the Winchester excavations. Such tags were
in use, intermittently, until the Tudor period.
Towards the end of our anticipated period of excavation,
when little appeared to be gained by continuing, and natural
undisturbed gravel was being revealed, part of what
appeared to be a femur was uncovered at a depth of 960mm
at the north end of the trench. Further trowelling confirmed
this to be the case and work continued in uncovering the
whole of the lower body of this, the first human skeleton.
Shortly after this discovery and during the same work
period, the cranium of a second body was uncovered at the
south end of the trench. Work continued for several days
and a midway baulk was removed. Finally a third skeleton
was uncovered and all three were carefully exposed over
several days (Fig 29). Due to the way this exploratory
trench had been sited, the three skeletons were not exposed
completely, and only one revealed skeletal remains from
the cranium. The depths of the bodies were (to the topmost
bones), 890intn, 960min and 1115mm. Two of the
skeletons were aligned approximately
west-northwest/east-southeast, and the third almost
perfectly west/east. Conditions for excavation during this
latter part of November demanded that careful nightly
covering of the trench was essential to prevent flooding, and
daylight was short.
Assuming that normal ground level increase over the
centuries is also applicable to this site, and despite obvious
human activity, particularly during the past two centuries, it
would appear that these three bodies were buried at a

Fig 29. The three excavated skeletons at Chapel Cottages, Bix.
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relatively shallow depth of about lm. This is about half the
normal depth, but there may be an unexpected reason for
this (see below). Or possibly the bodies were buried quickly
and concurrently. The spacing of the bodies was equal,
indicating perhaps that the burial party or parties were aware
of the exact position of each. Perhaps the graves were
marked or mounded over.
It was agreed with the VCH that it would be very useful if
the opinion of a forensic pathologist could be obtained.
Anna Williams, Lecturer in Forensic Anthropology at
Cranfield University, agreed to examine the bodies. It was
also necessary to obtain an Exhumation Licence from the
Ministry of Justice before the skeletal remains were
partially removed. Anna spent a day working with the team
in abysmal weather conditions. We are fortunate in
receiving a great deal of information concerning the sex,
age, indications of trauma, height and general condition of
the bones. In addition, primarily in an endeavour to obtain a
burial date(s), the VC H commissioned a radiocarbon dating
analysis of selected skeletal material by the Research
Laboratory for Archaeology and the History of Art at
Oxford. The results dated the skeletons to the late 12th/early
13th century, and this, in conjunction with the orientation of
the bodies, supports the theory that this is a medieval
churchyard.
Trowelling had revealed localised deposits of highly sandy
layers, believed, initially, to be natural overlay to the gravel
subsoil, particularly to the north end of the trench. However,
in addition to this, lime mortar was uncovered, first in traces
and then in a tight homogenous layer. It was apparent that
the bodies had been laid over this mortar which was sample
excavated to a further depth of some 350mm below the level
of the bodies. (Fig 30). Within this layer were fragments and
nodules of flint. The conclusion was that this layer was a
deliberate spread - not a loose fill or result of collapsed
masonry. Was this a floor, and, if so, is it within a church
structure? This might explain the very shallow depth of the
interments. Samples of the mortar have been analysed at the
Scottish Lime Centre but they have been unable to provide
an indication of date.
It was anticipated that clear indications of grave cuts would
be revealed, at least in section, but this did not prove to be
the case. Faint traces were noted on plan, especially to one
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Fig 30. Lime mortar beneath the skeletons at Chapel
Cottages, Bix.

of the bodies. The body to the north end of the trench was
buried with the feet resting on a small piece of squared tile -
possibly cut from a roof tile, and measuring some 60mm x
75mm. No traces of coffin boarding or nails were found,
except for one small nail found below the mortar spread
below one of the bodies. It is assumed that the bodies were
wrapped in shrouds for burial. No traces of clothing or
footwear fastenings were discovered. After a reburial
service, backfilling and reinstatement was completed at the
end of November 2008.
This small scale, simple excavation yielded interesting
results, but such a small sample o f human remains cannot be
completely conclusive. However, taken in association with
the discovery of a number of other skeletons during the
1970s, it would appear that this is a Christian graveyard.
In 2009 it was decided to undertake a more extensive
geophysical survey with the goal of locating evidence of a
building. For this project SOAG worked in collaboration
with the Geophysics Unit at the Archaeology Department of
the University of Reading. Dr Tim Astin assigned a student,
and two surveys were undertaken. An adjacent field was
surveyed using a Bartington magnetometer, the results of
which seem to indicate structures which may or may not be
related to the church site, but the analysis is not yet
complete. The second survey was an intensive Ground
Penetrating Radar (GPR) survey of the area of the garden
immediately adjacent to the location of trench that
contained the skeletons. This yielded very promising signs
of rectilinear features at an estimated signal depth of 20-40
ns (approx 1-2m deep) that are on a similar alignment to the
excavated skeletons and are strongly suggestive of the
outline of a church. The data from both these surveys are the
subject of a student's thesis and will be published in due
course.
At the time of writing (March 2010) SOAG is undertaking a
further excavation to test the interpretation of the GPR
survey in a last attempt to locate the precise location of the
lost church of Bix Gibvvyn.
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Human remains found while searching for the 'lost'
church of Bix Gibwyn
Dr Anna Williams, Cranfield University

Abstract

In November 2008, three human skeletons were exposed by
the excavations being undertaken by the South Oxfordshire
Archaeology Group (SOAG) and Victoria County History
(VCH) as part of an ongoing search for the 'lost' church of
Bix Gibwyn, near Henley-on-Thames. Radiocarbon dating
of the skeletons suggested that they were buried in the late
12th or early 13th century, and it is believed that skeletons
were interred in the burial ground closely associated with
the medieval church. As a Forensic Anthropologist, I was
asked to conduct anthropological analyses of the three
skeletons, in order to determine key characteristics of the
individuals, such as age at death, biological sex, stature
during life and to make inferences about their health and
lifestyle. (See article on page 55 by Nicholls and Green on
Bix)

Initial Analysis of Human Remains

Three human skeletons were partially exposed by the
trench. Analysis was conducted as the skeletal elements
were in situ, although removal and cleaning of the os coxae
and other elements was permitted to facilitate determination
of the sex, age at death and stature of the individuals. It
should be emphasised that these are initial findings only,
and that more detailed and precise conclusions would be
attainable through thorough laboratory analysis.

Skeleton 1
Skeleton 1 was partially exposed, from the pelvis to the feet.
The left os coxa and the left femur were lifted, cleaned and
examined.

Fig 31. Skeleton I at Chapel Cottages, Bix.



Sex
The sex of this individual was indeterminate, due the
presence of features characteristic of both sexes. The sciatic
notch of the ilium was large and wide (score = 2, Buikstra
and Ubelaker, 1994), which is a typically feminine trait, but
the metric measurements of the femur (bicondylar breadth =
96 mm) suggest a male individual (Buikstra and Ubelaker,
1994). Without further examination of the rest of the pelvis,
the skull and other long bones, it would be imprudent to
categorically determine the sex of this individual.

Age
It was possible to estimate the age of Skeleton 1 through
analysis of the auricular surface of the pelvis. The
morphology of the auricular surface was best described by
Phase VII of the Meindl and Lovejoy scoring system, which
suggests an age range of 50 - 59 years old (Buikstra and
Ubelaker, 1994). This is corroborated by the presence of
slight increase in porosity on the distal articular surface of
the femur, with the possible beginnings of eburnation
(polishing caused by bone-on-bone contact), which may be
indicative of the earliest stages of arthritis (Buikstra and
Ubelaker, 1994).

Stature
The approximate stature of Skeleton 1 during life was
estimated using long bone measurements. Using the
maximum length of the femur (46.8cm), it was estimated
that the height was between 170.16cm to 178.05cm
(approx. 5ft 7in to 5ft 10in), with an average of 174.11cm,
or about 5ft 8.5in (Trotter and Gleser, 1977). This estimate
is only based on the length of the femur, and could be
refined if the tibial length was included in the calculation.
This calculation also assumes the individual was male,
which may be incorrect.

Skeleton 2
Skeleton 2 was partially exposed, from the rib cage to the
feet. The left os coxa and the left femur were lifted, cleaned
and examined.

Sex
The sex of this individual was determined to be male,
through an analysis of the morphological features of the
pelvis according to Phenice (1969) and the metric analysis
of the femoral dimensions. The pelvis was determined to
have a narrow sciatic notch (Buikstra and Ubelaker, 1994),
and a broad medial surface to the ischiopubic ramus
(Phenice, 1969), which are both characteristics indicative of
a male individual. The diameter of the femoral head in a
vertical plane was found to be 44.43mm, and the bicondylar
breadth of the femur to be 100mm, both of which strongly
suggest that the individual was male (Bass, 1995).

Age
It was possible to estimate the age of Skeleton 2 through
analysis of epiphyseal union of the long bones and pelvis,
and the surface of the pubic symphysis.
Fusion of the head of the femur and the distal epiphysis to
the shaft was not quite complete - the epiphyseal line was
visible. Complete fusion of these epiphyses to the shaft
usually occurs at about 18-20 years (Schwartz, 1995). The

59

Oxfordshire

Fig 32. Skeleton 2 at Chapel Cottages, Bix.

epiphyseal line was still visible around the ischial
tuberosity, and the iliac crest was not completely fused.
Fusion occurs in these areas between the ages of 16 and 23
years (Schwartz, 1995). The surface of the pubic symphysis
showed extreme billowing and furrowing, indicative of a
young adult, and its characteristics were best described by
Phase I of the Todd scoring system (Buikstra and Ubelaker,
1994), which suggests an age of 18-19 years. As a result of
these observations, it is estimated that Skeleton 2 was
approximately 17-19 years old at the time of death.

Stature
The approximate stature of Skeleton 2 during life was
estimated using long bone measurements. Using the
maximum length of the femur (47.5cm), it was estimated
that his height was between 171.79cm to 179.67cm (approx.
Sit 7in to 5ft 10.5in), with an average of 175.73cm, or about
5ft 9in (Trotter and Gleser, 1977). This estimate is only
based on the length of the femur, and could be refined if the
tibial length was included in the calculation.

Skeleton 3
Skeleton 3 was partially exposed, from the head to the
femora. The left os coxa, left clavicle, left humerus and the
mandible and maxillae were lifted, cleaned and examined.

Sex
The sex of the individual was determined to be female from
an analysis of the morphological features of the skull, the
pelvis, and metric measurements of the humerus.
The skull was gracile, and exhibited small mastoid
processes, sharp supra-orbital margins and minimal
prominence of the supra-orbital ridges and glabella. The
mandible exhibited a small mental eminence with little
projection and the angle of the mandible was obtuse. All of
these features suggest a female individual (Buikstra and
Ubelaker, 1994). The diameter of the humeral head in a
vertical plane was 41.67mm, which falls into the female



Oxfordshire

Fig 33. Skeleton 3 at Chapel Cottages, Bix.

range (Bass, 1995). The pelvis exhibited an oval shaped
pelvic inlet and flared ilium, subpubic concavity, as well as
the presence of a preauricular sulcus, which is more
common in female individuals (Buikstra and Ubelaker,
1994).

Age
The age of the individual was estimated using the pubic
symphysis and the auricular surface, as well as dentition
and epiphyseal fusion.
The epiphysis at the sternal end of the clavicle was fully
fused to the shaft, and the third mandibular and maxillary
molars had fully erupted, indicating that the individual had
reached skeletal maturity, and was at least 21 years old
(Schwartz, 1995). The morphology of the pubic
symphysieal surface was best described by the
Suchey-Brooks scoring system at Phase II, which suggests
an age range of 19 - 40 years old (Buikstra and Ubelaker,
1994). The auricular surface morphology was best
described by Phase II of the Meindl and Lovejoy scoring
system (Buikstra and Ubelaker, 1994), which suggests an
age range of 25 - 29 years old. As a result of these
observations, it is estimated that Skeleton 3 was
approximately 21 -29 years old at the time of death.

Stature
The stature during life of Skeleton 3 was estimated using the
length of her humerus. It was calculated to be between
165.74cm and 174.64cm (approx. 5ft 5in and 5ft 9in), with
an average of about 170.19cm, or 5ft 7in (Trotter and
Gleser, 1977). It must be remembered that this estimate is
based only on the humerus, which does not directly
contribute to the height of the individual, and is therefore
not the best element on which to base stature estimation. It
does, however, give a rough idea of the height of the
individual during life.

Dentition
Skeleton 3 exhibited poor dental health. The majority of her
molars and premolars were worn down to the dentine. She
had lost her lower left first and second molar ante-mortem,
as the alveolar bone of the mandible exhibited evidence of
healing. She exhibited extremely large cavities in her upper
left first and second molars, which in the second molar
extended into the root. These extremely large cavities
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resulted in the formation of two apical abscesses at the
apices of the roots of the upper left first and second molars,
with drainage channels perforating the buccal side of the
alveolar bone. These abscesses would have been extremely
painful during life and dramatically reduced the quality, if
not the length, of her life.

Fig 34. Photograph of the left maxillary molar exhibiting
severe cavities (no scale available).

Fig 35. Photograph of the buccal surface of the left
maxilla, showing evidence of the apical abscesses at the
roots of the upper left first and second molars (no scale

available).

Summary of Findings

The conclusions drawn from the initial anthropological
analyses of the three skeletons are summarised in Table I.

Further Work

Further to these initial investigations, SOAG has
undertaken further excavations on the same site. At the time
of writing this article (March 2010), another nine human
skeletons have been uncovered and preliminary analyses of
these have been undertaken.
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Brightwell Baldwin Community History and
Archaeology Project: Brightwell Park 2009 interim
report
Ian Clarke

Introduction

The Brightwell Baldwin Community History and
Archaeology Project (BBCHAP) is run by the South
Oxfordshire Archaeological Group (SOAG). An
introduction to the project was published in SMA No 37, in
SOAG Bulletin No 61 (Clarke 2007) and appears on the
SOAG web site at
http://www.soagarch org uk/bbintro.html. Interim reports
have been published in subsequent issues of SMA and the
SOAG Bulletin.

This interim report covers resistance meter surveys in
Brightwell Park in 2008 and 2009, and an exploratory
excavation in the Park in 2009. The 2008 survey located the
site of the old `Manor of Parkes' (Brightwell Baldwin
Manor) burnt down in 1788 and the location lost. It revealed
an extensive complex of buildings in close proximity to the
well known Brightwell Park dovecote, with clear signs of
formal Italianate' gardens laid out to the east and south of
the buildings. The story of the rediscovery of the site of the
old manor house and the 2008 geophysical survey was
reported in SOAG Bulletin No 63 (Clarke 2009). In 2009 the
survey was extended southwards to cover the remainder of
the park to the boundary, revealing the southern extent of
the formal gardens and south carriage drive. The
exploratory excavation in 2009 targeted part of the manor
house buildings.
The dating of the Brightwell Park dovecote is a key feature
in this work. Peter and Jean Hansell (1988) give it as 1811'
century, but architectural details suggested a possible Tudor
date and the owners too thought the 16th century more
likely. A building survey was therefore commissioned and
carried out in July 2008 by Alan Whitworth of the British
Dovecote Society and David Clark of the Oxfordshire
Buildings Record, as a result of which David Clark has

Table I.
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tentatively suggested a late 16th century dating (Clark 2008,
2009). Alan Whitworth concurred with this (Whitworth
2008).
BBCHAP is a community project and all excavations are
training excavations, with local volunteers receiving basic
tuition from and working alongside, experienced SOAG
archaeologists. The excavations are open to mature students
from universities who need summer field experience as part
of their course requirement. A Geoscan RM 15D resistance
meter and associated equipment was purchased with the aid
of a £10,000 National Lottery grant for BBCHAP in 2007
through the Awards for All scheme.

Geophysical surveys in Brightwell Park (2008/09)

Evidence for the location of the old manor house
The late medieval/early post-medieval Brightwell Park
manor house was burned to the ground in 1788. It was
replaced by a new house for William Lowndes-Stone, who
inherited the estate in 1789, built in a restrained Georgian
style. As far as we know, there is no record of the site of the
old manor house and there are no known illustrations or
paintings of it, but it was generally believed in the village
that the Georgian house was built on the same site as the
earlier one. Certainly the later house is close to the Parish
church, which is often the case with a medieval manor, but
the site is on higher ground and although this is an obvious
location for a late 18th century house with landscaped
parkland vista, it is perhaps less likely for a medieval manor
house which we might well expect to be closer to the
running water in the Park.
An important feature of the visual landscape of the Georgian
house is the large, isolated dovecote (Fig 36) down towards
the lake. But although isolated now (it is over 220m from the
Georgian house) it seemed most unlikely that it would have
been so originally, especially given David Clark's probable
Elizabethan dating. A significant indicator is that the single
doorway faces east, away from the present house.
The ground slopes gently in the central area of the park from
west to east, from just above 90m at the Georgian house to
just below 80m at the floodplain beside the lake, over a
distance of about 250m. The dovecote is at the bottom of
this slope and occupies the north end of a roughly level
platform some 80m long, raised a little above the flood
plain. An inspection of the ground around the dovecote
showed extensive humps and bumps, some suggesting
large, rectangular features in a line southwards from the
dovecote, along the 80m platform. Further evidence is
provided by the Richard Davis '2 inches to the mile' map of
Oxfordshire of 1797 (Fig 37) which shows three buildings
in the dovecote area, confirming that the dovecote was not

Skeleton Sex Age (years) Stature (ave . c m) Comments

Ske leton 1 Indeterminate 50 - 59 174 Possible signs of

e any arthritis

Skeleton 2 Male 17 - 19 175

Skeleton 3 Female 21 - 29 170 2 dental abscesses
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Fig 36. The dovecote in Brightwell Park from the south-east.

isolated but part of a complex of buildings, some of them
still extant in 1797 a few years after the disastrous fire.
All the evidence seemed to point to this area being the
probable location for the old manor house. We therefore
centred the 2008 survey on the dovecote. The survey area
was progressively enlarged through the summer as more
and more archaeology was revealed, eventually covering
220m x 220in of the central enclosure of the Park. In 2009
the survey was further extended to cover the entire southern
enclosure up to the village.

Geophysical survey details
The location is shown in Fig 38 and covers an area of c
4.6ha of the central enclosure of the Park (Area A) and c
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Fig 37. Brightwell Park (shaded area) from the Richard Davis map of
Oxfordshire of 1797.

4.3ha of the southern enclosure
(Area B). The dovecote is located
at SU 6528 9540. The direction of
survey is 25.5° west of grid north,
ie roughly on a
northnorthwest-southsoutheast
line. Grids were edge-matched
and all data despiked before
further processing. Figs 38 and 39
show the data after high-pass
filtering. Dark features indicate
high resistance and light features
low resistance.

Interpretation of the data
The survey data reveals extensive
archaeology in Area A of what we
interpret to be the buildings of the
old manor house, together with
evidence for Italianate' style
formal gardens that once
surrounded the manor house, and
the carriage drives that provided a
formal approach from the north
and south. The dovecote is shown

to be an integral part of the layout. The survey in Area B
confirmed the southern extent of the formal gardens and the
straight line of the south carriage drive through to the High
Street. (It also revealed evidence in the south-east corner of
the Park for the old rectory that was demolished c 1802.)
This report concentrates on the old manor house and many
of the features revealed can be interpreted with a fair degree
of certainty.

The carriage drives
Referring to Fig 38, along the western edge of the survey
area a high-resistance (dark) linear feature is evidence for a
track that follows a gently curving line in Area A and is a

continuation of the track running
through the woods to the northern
edge of the park. Underlying this
curving feature, both from the
south and the north, are two
straight, parallel lines showing as
low-resistance (light) features.
The parallel lines are ditches c 9m
(30ft) apart, flanking what were
once formal carriage drives. The
east ditch of the south carriage
drive aligns with a narrow
passage that runs alongside the
churchyard east-wall and gives
access to the park from Brightwell
High Street. This passage is the
last remnant of the carriageway
that once led to the old manor
house.
The north carriage drive is
inclined some 15° to the west
from the south drive and they
meet at a circular feature showing
as a darker circle inside an
incomplete lighter ring. This is
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Fig 38. 2008-09 twin-probe resistance survey of the
central and southern enclosures of Brightwell Park.
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interpreted as an ornamental 'turning' circle, directly in
front of the main gate of the manor. The circle is some 24m
(80ft) in diameter and is partly encircled by a ditch as a
continuation of the drive ditches.
Reference should now be made to Fig 39. The data plot has
here been rotated so that north is towards the left side of the
page with the carriageways running across the bottom.

The formal entry to the manor house
The 'main gate' was on the east side of the turning circle
with a drive leading from there directly to the west front of
the house. There is evidence for a small building on the
north side of the gate and drive, which is probably a lodge. A
curving feature on the south side of the gate and drive may
be an enclosure or retaining wall flanking the drive. It
curves to the right as the house is approached. Whether there
was a similar feature to the north of the drive is not clear.
There is some evidence for ancillary buildings in the area to
the west of the dovecote. There is evidence to suggest that
the main entrance to the manor house buildings is in a direct
line-of-sight from the main gate.

The manor house buildings
The white rectangle in Fig 39 outlines the area occupied by
the main buildings and Fig 40 is an enlargement of the data
for this area. An earlier report (Clarke 2009) gave a
speculative interpretation based on what we might expect
(or hope) to find in a building of this period, but the 2009

Linear water
feature ('canal')

Circular or elliptical
water feature ('pond')

Area occupied by
the manor house
buildings
(See Fig 5)

Main gate

Lodge

,==

To Cadweli and
Chalgrove

Circular turning area c80ft
diameter in front of main gate

High-pass filtered data - interpretation

Large square garden
feature with diagonal
avenues (Probably
a grove or orchard)

Curving wall flanking
the south side of the
entrance drive

Carriageway c30ft wide
between ditches

v --------

To Brightwell
village

Fig 39. Brightwell Park (Area A): 2008 twin-probe resistance data at 1 x 1m intervals. (D is the dovecote).

Uncertain but possibly Square parterre inside
part of a terrace a circular walk
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20m

?Kitchen & Accommodation over
Courtyard
Main gate (?gatehouse)
Sunken Garden (?courtyard)
?Building
?Terrace (or paved area of garden)

excavation has shown this to be in error. The following is
therefore a revised outline of what we may have.
The features we believe represent principal structures and
buildings are aligned on and parallel to a
northnorthwest-southsouthcast axis with the dovecote at the
north end. Directly on this axis are two large,
low-resistance, rectangular areas (defined by
high-resistance, rectilinear features) which we think are
open areas, or courtyards. Between these two 'courtyards'
is a broad, higher resistance feature that appears to be a
'building' (The western end of this building was the focus
of our exploratory excavation in 2009, as reported below.)
Just to the south of this building and directly on the
rectilinear cross-axis (westsouthwest-eastnortheast) of the
above-mentioned 'main gate', is a feature protruding
westwards beyond the line of the courtyard wall, which is
likely to be the gateway to the courtyard, possibly with a
small 'gatehouse'. Immediately to the east of the two
courtyards is a large, roughly rectangular area of
high-resistance features that is believed to be the 'main
house'.
At this stage it is not possible to be certain about the layout
of the main house, but a provisional interpretation is offered
in Fig 40. This is based purely on the supposition that the
entrance porch is on the principal cross-axis of the main
gate and courtyard gate, and may reasonably be associated
with a screens passage (leading through to the gardens) with
a medieval Great Hall and solar to the south of it, and
service area to the north. This is highly speculative and can
only be proved by excavation.

The Italianate gardens
Referring again to Fig 39, immediately to the east of the
'main house' is a feature comprising a square within a
circle. This is almost certainly a 'parterre' enclosed by a
circular path and close inspection suggests that it is divided
into four quarters with crossing paths. It is centred on the
westsouthwest-eastnortheast cross-axis of the main gate
and suspected courtyard gate (?gatehouse), lending support
to the idea of a porch and screens passage on this same line.
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If we are right about the location
of the main house, then the latter
appears to be fronted on the east
side by a curved feature, perhaps a
terrace, matching the curve of the
surrounding path of the parterre.
To the north of the 'parterre' and
directly in line with it on a
northnorthwest-southsoutheast
axis (parallel to that of the main
house) is a long, narrow, linear
feature, almost certainly a 'canal'.
This leads to and joins with a large
elliptical feature which must be a
'pond'. The canal and pond are
centred on a wide causeway,
either side of which are broad
'ditches' ending in circular
terminals at their south ends.
These are clearly part of the
garden design although their
function is not understood. The
pond is truncated by the northern

limit of our survey, defined by a modern, causewayed track,
so an extension of the survey across this causeway into Area
C may reveal more. (There appears to be another causeway
running the length of Area C, so it is possible that the
gardens continue to the north-west to provide a long vista.)
A high resistance feature near the south end of the canal may
be part of a raised terrace, or a garden structure of some
kind.
There must have been ornamental gardens to the south of
the parterre but the data does not provide clear evidence of
their layout. (Later activity may have disturbed this area too
much, but a twin-probe survey of the gardens at 0.5m x 0.5m
might be worthwhile.) To the south-west of the main
buildings is another large garden feature, defined by a c 75m
(250ft) square of higher resistance, with a lower resistance
border and diagonals some 3.5m ( I2ft) wide. It is rather
large for parterre planting in this context and is more likely
to have been a grove or orchard, with paths around the
outside and along the diagonals.

Enclosing walls and other buildings
Possible ancillary buildings to the west of the dovecote have
already been mentioned. There is evidence for walls
enclosing the main building complex on the north and south
sides and we might expect there to have been others linking
these along the carriage drives, either side of the main gate;
one along the south drive may be evident in the data. A
walled track appears to run alongside the square 'orchard'
feature to join the carriage drive about 70m south of the
main gate. It leads to the gardens and may have been for
maintenance access. Towards the east end of this track is
what may be a building in line with the main house but
separated from it by a 20m (65ft) square area that may be
another courtyard or a private garden. This 'private garden'
occupies an area that is significantly lower than the house
platforms on either side. It may have a wall and gateway into
the formal gardens on the cast side. There is evidence of a
possible building on the west side of this area too.

Fig 40. Possible layout of the manor house provisional interpretation. (The white
rectangle shows the location of the 2009 trench).

Dovecote K&A
Porch CY

SP Screens passage
GH Great hall SG
P&S Parlour & Solar wing
BP Buttery & Pantry (extended west as CB)

Note Some medieval descriptions and usage v&II have changed in the post-medieval period



Later archaeology

There is a brick built ice-house in this area of the park that is
probably 1 8th century and so contemporary with the later
period of the old manor house. The high-resistance, linear
feature crossing at an angle from the south-west corner of
the Area A survey, north towards the dovecote, is a
Victorian, cast-iron drain which incorporated automated
settling tanks. There was also an underground gas plant
from the same period. Both these features belong to the later
Georgian manor house but are worthy of examination at
some time. On the east side of the survey and cutting
through the formal gardens is evidence for a large,
rectangular enclosure some 105m long by at least 70m wide
(truncated by the eastern limit of the survey). A possible
interpretation of this might be a playing field for the school
that was evacuated to Brightwell House during the Second
World War.

Discussion and conclusions

The survey has located a complex of large buildings
associated with the extant dovecote. Analysis of the data
suggests that at the core of this complex is a medieval
hall-house, extended and remodelled as fashions changed.
The formal gardens were probably started in the late Tudor
era, but the formal approaches, rectilinear axial and
cross-axial alignments, water features and long vistas,
suggest that the gardens may owe more to post-Restoration
French Baroque and Dutch influences, than the earlier
Renaissance. The alignment of the main structures and
buildings shows that the dovecote was an integral part of the
layout and the reason for its east facing door becomes clear:
it was a decorative feature to be seen from the gardens. The
archaeology appears to cover the broad period from the
mid-late medieval, through the Tudor and Stuart dynasties
and on into the 18th century, and clearly relates to a single
manor house complex. It was not all created in one
historical period but much of it may well have existed
together in the later 17th and 18th centuries.
Taken together, the evidence can leave us in no doubt that
we are dealing with a high-status property. It occupies the

Fig 41. View of 2009 Trench (two small extensions were later cut
into the north balk).
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whole of the central area of the park and must represent the
principal residence of Brightwell: the old Manor of Parkes
that burnt down in 1788.

Excavation in Brightwell Park (SU 646 958)
In 2009 we carried out an exploratory excavation on the old
manor house site and Fig 40 shows the location of the
trench. A favoured hypothesis at the time (Clarke 2009) was
that this might be the location of the entrance porch into a
screens passage, with the large rectangle to the south
representing the Great Hall with solar beyond. The
emerging archaeology did not support this and by the end of
the dig our tentative conclusion was that we had uncovered
part of a wing of the main house, built along the north side of
a courtyard, with possibly part of a 'gatehouse' in the
south-west corner of the trench. If correct, then the Great
Hall would be fronting the east side of that courtyard, about
8m (25ft) east of our 2009 trench (as outlined in the revised
geophysics interpretation above). Post-excavation analysis
has reinforced this conclusion.
A rectangular trench of 8m x 6m was opened and later
enlarged in selected areas to cover a total of 66m2. Building
archaeology was found 0.1-0.2m below the surface and
covered the whole area of the trench, extending into the balk
on all sides. The archaeology is shown in Figs 41 and 42.

Earlier building levels

The excavation plan did not allow the complete removal of
later building archaeology to fully reveal earlier levels. The
latter were, however, explored by two sondage pits on the
line of the 'west-wall' feature in the geophysics, a feature
not at first evident hi the trench. The first sondage [SOND1]
revealed the lower layers of a substantial wall [016] c 1.2m
thick, built from large, rough-hewn, local chalkstone
(Totternhoe stone) in a lime mortar. This had been reduced
to a level just above a mortar floor [014] about 50-75mm
thick, laid after the wall was built and abutting it on the east
side. The floor was laid on a compacted silty-clay sub-soil
which also bounded the west side of the wall at the same
level. It was not excavated but may be the natural. To the

south the wall appeared to continue under a
chalkstone and mortar floor [018] - certainly the
line of the wall was clearly visible to the south of
the trench as a linear earthwork, corresponding
with the 'west-wall' feature in the geophysical
data. To the north, the wall appeared to continue
beneath a later sand and gravel layer [004], so a
second sondage [SOND2] was dug at the north
edge of the trench on the wall-line, where it was
hoped there would be a corner where the wall
turned east, as suggested by the geophysical
data. Similar large chalkstones and some mortar
were found in the south and east cuts of SOND 2
at the expected depth, but if this was the wall it
was severely robbed out. With only a small area
exposed the result is encouraging but
inconclusive.
The mortar floor [0141 was incomplete and the
ground beneath had subsided, giving the floor a
south-north downward tilt. The same tilt was
visible in wall [016] and in the ground the other
side of it. The broken northern edge of the floor
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Fig 42. Plan of 2009 trench.

was bounded by tumbled stones from wall 10161; its
southern edge by another wall [008] c 0.6m wide, built from
chalk and lime mortar from the same ground level as the
floor. Both walls [0161 and [008] were built before floor
[0141 was laid. The walls were clearly contemporaneous for
a time, but their age and relative chronology could not be
determined with certainty. They contained no brick and
only rare fragments of roof tile, but whilst this might
suggest an early date it is not conclusive. The chalk used for
[016] was generally large/v.large and blocky, but that for
10081 was medium/large rubble. The weight and
construction of [008] suggests it was a dwarf wall to support
a wall plate and timber structure.
Evidence suggests that wall [008] originally extended up to
and abutted wall [016] and that wall [009], built at right
angles to it, belongs to a later phase.

Later building levels

At some point in time, wall [016] was demolished and
covered over with later building levels. A new wall [006]
was built, approximately parallel to and replacing wall
[016], but 2.4m west of it. The thickness of wall [006] was
exposed by a 2m x lm extension in the south-west corner of
the trench where it proved to be c 1.2m thick, but widening
out abruptly to c 1.8m about 0.8m from the south balk. The
remains of the wall comprised a rubble core (or base) of
poorly sorted, small/large chalk, brick and tile in lime
mortar. Brick fragments in the core varied in width from 31/4
- 41/4 inches (89 - 114mm) and in thickness from 11/4 - 21/4
inches (44- 57mm), suggestive of a possible Tudor date. It
seems most likely that the wall had facings of brick
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(although stone is
possible) but this was
not clear at the level
excavated. No
complete bricks were
recovered.
A lmx 1.5m extension
in the north-west
corner of the trench and
one of 1.5m x 0.5m in
the north-east corner,
confirmed that wall
[006] turned east
through a right angle,
to run the full width of
the trench just under
the north balk. The
small parts of the north
wall exposed were only
0.8m thick. The
northern end of the
west wall may have
been only 0.8m thick
too, but this was just in
line with the balk and
was not confirmed.
Outside wall [0061 in
the south-west
extension, a pavement
or drip-course [013]

0.75m wide was revealed comprising large chalk slabs
about 50-70mm thick, close-packed and laid on edge at
about 30° to the vertical. The outer edge of this pavement
was defined by a line of medium/large, cobblestones and
outside this was a packed gravel area [011]. The south-west
extension revealed a similar pavement of close-packed,
inclined chalk slabs outside the north-wall, here at least
1.2m wide. This pavement had been partly destroyed but
numerous loose cobblestones and chalkstones from it were
recovered. All the (inclined) pavement stones had one
well-rounded top edge, indicative of human and animal
traffic over a significant time period.
In this phase, wall [008] remained standing but was
shortened by about 0.6m and a new wall [009] was built at
right angles to it. Wall [009] contained some rubble similar
to [008] but was generally better built, incorporating large,
angular, thin slabs of chalk, with the outside faces well
dressed. It also appeared to have been built from a higher
ground level than [008] although this was not confirmed
with absolute certainty. To the west of wall [009] and
possibly covering part of the remains of old wall [016], is a
sub-floor [018] comprising a mono-layer c 50mm thick of
rough hewn, medium/large angular chalk in a lime mortar.
The remains of this floor stopped short of wall [009] leaving
an irregular gap of 0.2-0.3m. If this floor was laid as part of
the 'Tudor remodelling', then the gap may have resulted
from the post-fire robbing out of a wall facing, or of a tiled
or stone floor. An alternative theory is that floor [018] is an
earlier deposit that has been cut through to build wall [009].
There is an unexplained gap along the north side between
this floor and the remains of the old wall 1016]. It is possible
that this floor was laid in a break in the wall for a medieval
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gateway, the gap on the north side being where the floor
abutted the reveal of a gatepost, later demolished.
Inside the new outer wall [006], the whole area was covered
and levelled by a compacted layer [004] of small/med flint
in a reddish-brown sand matrix. This formed a floor, or
more properly a 'base-layer' for a floor, up to 150mm thick,
bounded by the west and north outer walls, by wall [008]
and floor [018] on the south side, and extending into the
balk on the east side. It merged along an uneven line on its
north-west side with sub-floor [018] with no change in
level, which does support the idea of this perhaps being an
earlier floor. This base-layer was well sorted and was
notably free of inclusions and finds in the limited areas
excavated [SOND1 and SOND2], with only very rare iron
nails being recovered. It seems likely that this area was once
covered by dry-laid flagstones (there was no sign of mortar)
robbed out when the manor house was demolished.
Built on top of base-layer [004] on the east side of the
trench, were two rectangular footings [007] and [015], each
comprising a rectangle of large, thin slabs of chalk bedded
on lime mortar. The east side of the trench was extended by
I m to reveal these footings. Superimposed on footing [007]
was a rectangular arrangement of six bricks, laid with lime
mortar, giving a base c 0.45m x 0.34m (2 x 1.5 bricks). It
was clear from residual mortar and displaced bricks that
footing [015] once had a similar arrangement. These
footings were 3.2m apart and set at right angles to the line of
wall [008], with the centre of [015] c 0.7m from the wall
face. They are too insubstantial to have supported brick or
stone pillars and were probably to support timber framing.

Post-fire/demolition levels

In a localised area of the south-west corner of the trench,
overlying a part of wall [006], the adjacent area of sub-floor
[004] and that of [018], was a weakly-cemented deposit of
reddish-brown sand [0101 up to 20mm thick but tapering
out to nothing within about 2-3m of the corner of the trench.
The deposit was notably clean except for some fragments of
early 18th century stoneware and parts of the base and body
of a fine, red earthenware, lathe-turned bowl (c 1840s),
found resting on wall [006]. This sandy layer probably
derived from gravel material 10031 brought in to level the
site, leached out by rain and panning in some low lying
areas. It was excavated as part of [003] and insufficient
attention was paid to understanding and recording it,
resulting in some post-excavation confusion. It is at least
now certain that it is a post-fire/demolition event.
A deposit [017] in the south-east corner of the trench,
bounded by walls [008/009], composed loose building
rubble in a soil matrix. On the south side was a spread of
chalkstone and mortar c 0.6m wide that derived from the
demolition of wall [008]. Wall [009] seems to have been
dismantled more carefully, supporting the proposition that
it was built from better material. Covering the rest of the
area was a large quantity of broken roof tile, including some
valley tiles. There was insufficient time to excavate this
deposit fully to 'ground' level, but the belief is that this area
is part of the courtyard.
Covering sub-floor [004] over roughly the whole of the
northern half of the trench, was a monolayer of
medium/large, rough-hewn chalk building rubble [005],
some of this being constructional wall-stone and some
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showing the characteristic single worn edge of pavement
stones, and including c 2-5% broken ceramic building
material, mostly roof-tile. The interstices of this rubble layer
in the north-eastern quadrant of the trench contained very
small/small charcoal, varying from 30% coverage close to
the balk, and decreasing to less than 5% over a distance of
3-5m from the corner. The part of sub-floor [004] revealed
in the eastern lm trench extension, was overlaid by a layer
of sandy-silt containing and overlaid by a dense ash layer
[019].
Covering the whole of the trench was a friable layer [003]
25-75mm thick of moderately sorted, small/med angular
flint gravel in a clayey-silt, soil matrix, containing c 15%
medium/large, poorly sorted ceramic building material and
rough hewn chalkstone, rising to c 40% on the east side
overlying the ash layer [019]. This latter area included a
deposit of decayed mortar c 1m in diameter, adjacent to the
north-west corner of footing [0151 and a number of half and
three-quarter bricks were recovered from around this
footing. Over most of the trench, the flint and rubble layer
[003] included occasional very small/medium pottery and
glass, iron nails and clay tobacco pipe, rising to frequent in
the area on the east side close to and between footings [007]
and [015]. This area yielded a significant number of finds of
high-quality 17th/18th century ceramics and large quantities
of broken wine bottles, far exceeding the total recovered
from the rest of the trench - over 10kg of wine bottle glass
was recovered. From the very edge of the trench in this area
also came some dress-making or lace pins and a fragment of
a stick from a lady's fan. The only early period find was a
corner of a medieval decorated floor tile, design Penn P69, c
1350 (Bucks XIV).
Layer [003] was essentially the lowest level of a flint gravel
deposit [002] up to 0.2m thick of similar basic composition,
but including only rare medium/large chalk rubble,
small/medium ceramic building material, rare cobblestones,
and rare bulk finds. This material had been brought in to
cover the site and was overlain by the top-soil and turf [001]
c 0.1m thick. One fragment of dressed marble was
recovered from deposit [002].

Discussion and provisional interpretation

The archaeology is consistent with this being the outer end
of a range of buildings, or wing, of the main house, built
along or forming the north side of a courtyard. The
provisional interpretation is as follows.
The early chalkstone wall [016] was the plain wall of a
medieval courtyard, with the main access gate probably
sited just to the south of our trench. The main house, based
on a medieval hall-house, fronted the east side of this
courtyard. The north side of the courtyard was formed by a
wing built out from the service (north) end of the hall-house,
forming an L-shape. The courtyard wall of this range is
represented by the wall [008] in the south-east corner of our
trench, which was probably a dwarf wall supporting a
timber framed structure.
Some time in the Tudor period the stone courtyard wall was
demolished, wholly or in part, and replaced by a new wall
[006] some 2.4m to the west, most probably faced with
brick. It seems likely that the old courtyard gate was
replaced by a new and grander one, and we may have a
corner of such showing as the thickened part of the outer
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wall in the south-west corner of our trench. Possibly there
was a gatehouse. The stone courtyard wall to the south of
this may have been retained, or possibly it too was replaced
(or refaced) with brick in a consistent architectural style, but
only excavation can determine this. The base of the new
outer wall was finished and protected outside by a
decorative pavement of chalk slabs, laid on edge and
divided from adjacent areas by a line o f cobbles, providing a
drip-course and dry walkway.
The courtyard building was enlarged out to the new
wall-line and extended into an L-shape. The reduced
structures inside were covered and levelled by compacted
sand and gravel, probably to support flagstone flooring. The
new floor was dry laid except perhaps on the south side
between wall [009] and the outer wall [006], where chalk in
lime mortar (floor [018]) provided the base. The enlarged
room was divided by a timber-framed wall, or screen,
supported on footings [007/015]. The function of the
building is not clear, but the finds in this area included a
significant proportion of high-status, 17th/18th century
objects. The buildings clearly had a tiled roof as broken tiles
were found scattered over the whole of the trench, and
outside the courtyard building, in the corner formed by the
walls [008/009], was a large deposit of broken roof tiles,
including valley tiles. The courtyard buildings remained
standing through the early post-medieval and up to the
destruction event of 1788.
An historical account tells us that the house was destroyed
by fire on 11 March 1788. The area of ash and charcoal on
the east side of the trench is therefore significant and may be
evidence for that fire spreading out from the main house
along this wing; alternatively, it may simply be from a
post-demolition bonfire. We cannot be certain either way
without further excavation towards the main house.
Following the fire, all useful building materials were
robbed out and used in the construction of the new house, or
sold, and this certainly included the brick walls and stone
flooring. Any remaining standing walls were slighted and
the rubble spread across the site. There was no incentive to
clear pottery and glass broken by the collapse of the
building, and this was probably left lying where it fell,
becoming mixed with the building rubble as demolition
proceeded and floors were prised up. After the clearance,
gravel (probably from a source within the Parish) was
brought in to level the site and form a drainage layer before
the whole was covered with top soil and seeded for pasture.
The data and post-excavation analysis so far enables dating
of events only to the broad periods of medieval, Tudor and
early post-medieval, and post-fire. And although this
provisional interpretation makes sense of the archaeology
revealed, we have not yet uncovered a sufficiently large
area to be certain. That wall 10091 is later than [0081 has yet
to be determined with absolute certainty; and whether wall
[0091 terminates at a closing wall or joins a gatehouse, is
unknown at this stage. It is also unclear whether floor [018]
belongs to the Tudor remodelling phase or is earlier,
although the idea that it may be part of a medieval gateway
is intriguing. There are unanswered questions concerning
the location and status of the courtyard gateway. The
landowners have kindly agreed that we can return to the site
in 2010 to examine the area immediately to the south of the
2009 trench and this will include reopening part of the 2009
trench to try to resolve some of the outstanding matters.
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Goring, Gatehampton Farm Roman Villa
(SU 60797985)
Hazel Williams

Last reported in SMA 37, the investigation of this 3rd to 4th

century building and the surrounding landscape continues.
This is a voluntary excavation run by experienced SOAG
archaeologists, investigating both the layout and phasing of
the villa building and the multi period features in the
surrounding landscape. We aim to provide opportunities for
diggers of all ages and experience to participate and to
receive basic training in all on-site activities. Averages of 60
people have dug at the site for each of the last three years
and the project has been approved for undergraduate
students from the Universities of Bristol, Nottingham and
Reading.



The site

A substantial area of the western end of the villa building
has been excavated (Fig 43), part of the villa enclosure ditch
and two further ditches to the north. Most of the site field
has been re-surveyed using resistivity and magnetometer.

Outside the villa enclosure
Trench 11 was opened 20m to the north of the villa
enclosure over the line of two small boundary ditches. One
had mid Iron Age pottery in the lower fill but was sealed by
a layer of cobbles that extended almost as far as the outer
ditch. This was filled with quantities of Roman pottery and
bone. A penannular brooch was discovered directly beneath
the cobbles over the first ditch. From geophysical survey we
know that these ditches extend eastwards for over 200m.
A fence line and modern disturbance has prevented us so far
from establishing the full extent of the cobbled area and
whether there was some sort of ancillary building, perhaps
of timber construction. A small quantity of iron slag and
charcoal was found.

Fig 43. Gatehampton Farm Site Plan.

Cobbled courtyard
An extensive cobbled courtyard lies outside the building in
the area between the north wall and the enclosure ditch. A
narrow section of the adjacent wall is probably an entrance.
The cobbles were covered by a very clean layer of clayey
loam up to 30cm thick that appeared to have been deposited
in one event, possibly flooding. Above this a second phase
was identified; a gravel path, 0.75m wide with several
layers of patching, ran the length of the building, leading to
the stokeroom.
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The villa building
Excavation of the north corridor and the long north wall was
completed. The corridor is 8m long with a thin mortar floor.
It joins a narrower corridor running north to south that has a
chalk floor. In both corridors large quantities of red and
yellow painted wall plaster were found. A patch of
terracotta tessellated pavement, approximately 1.5m by 2m,
was found in the north east corner of the large square central
room. It was well preserved beneath the tiles of the
collapsed roof. This room was also the focus of a study of
Roman owls by SOAG's Janet Sharpe after large quantities
of owl pellets containing small rodent bones were found
over the floor surface.

The bath house
This suite of heated rooms at the western end of the building
consists of a stokeroom and a hot room with hypocaust
(with some pilae stacks and box tiles still in place). Also two
further rooms that appear to have been part of a second
phase; a room with a red opus signinum floor with raised
edges and a sunken tank feature and a new discovery in
2008, an apsidal room on the end of the building. This has a
concrete floor with raised edges, interpreted as a possible
cold plunge bath.

Fig 44. View south over bath house.

Three infant burials
Three neonate skeletons were found in the demolition
rubble outside the building close to the apsidal room and the
end of the south corridor. Two were almost complete and in
good condition, the third was identified only by cranial
fragments discovered just days before the area was
back-filled, but which were clearly part of a third infant
skeleton.
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Plans for 2010

Work in 2010 will focus on the rooms on the eastern side of
Trench 7; one has patches of opus signinum floor, another
appears to be a working area with a furnace. The area
between Trench 7 and Trench 3 (dug 10 years ago) will also
be investigated. We know that the building continues
eastwards across Trench 3 and for at least a further 15m. We
intend to do a resistivity survey this area and to extend the
landscape survey to include fields north east of the current
site field.
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Geophysical Investigations at Grey's Mound: An
Interim Report
David Nicholls, Dr Timothy Astin*, Prof Nancy K
Nichols**

* Geophysics, Department of Archaeology, University of Reading

** Department of Mathematics, University of Reading

During 2007 - 2009, non-intrusive investigations were
conducted into this intriguing early site near Henley in
Oxfordshire. The project was led by the South Oxfordshire
Archaeological Group (see SOAG Bulletins 62 and 63)

Fig 45. Grey's Mound - 1947 aerial photo - National Monuments Record (Ref No. RAF/CPE/UKJI 920 FR:4079
F/20"//82 SQDN).
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with the support of Gerard Latham in carrying out resistivity
studies and in collaboration with the Geophysics Unit of the
Department of Archaeology at the University of Reading.
This collaboration has enabled significant new results to be
obtained.

Introduction

Initial work by SOAG was started in 2007 on this site,
identified some 50 years ago as a significant mound and
entered into the Ordnance Survey at that time (see SOAG
Bulletin 62-2007). An aerial photograph from 1947 that is
held in the National Monuments Record shows the mound
within a landscape that has since changed little (Fig 45).
SOAG first carried out surface resistivity studies over the
whole area of the mound, constituting a total of 48 20m x
20m square grids. The images obtained after filtering
showed a high resistance central core with an outer ring of
higher resistance with a diameter of about 62m, and with
additional intriguing features (Fig 46). This is a very large
earthwork, and appears to be not just one feature but a series
of constructions over a number of years. From the evidence,
further investigations were clearly desirable and new
studies were organized for the 2008-9 seasons.

Resistivity Cross-Sections

Cross-sectional results were obtained during the Spring of
2008, using Gerard Latham's modified TR/CIA resistivity
meter with Wenner array, and were re-analysed using the
University of Reading advanced computer software
programme (RES2DINV). The data was acquired by a team
of 5-6 SOAG members carrying out sequences of
measurements on a line of probes with increasingly wider
separations (Fig 47). This enables resistance measurements
at increasing depths to be plotted, providing a



Fig 47. SOAG Team (Dave Nicholls, Nancy Nichols, David Oliver, Mike Green,
Colin Davies (not in photo) and Gerard Latham) acquiring cross-sectional resistivity

(pseudo-section) data at Greys Mound.

cross-sectional image of the subsurface to be produced to a
depth of about 3.5m. Three 30m lines of measurements
were taken on a west-east alignment across the centre of the
mound, plus one line of measurements on a north-south
alignment from the centre of the mound, constituting a total
of 540 readings! The west-east sections were stitched
together and the topographical data acquired previously
(see SOAG Bulletin 62-2007) were incorporated and used
to correct and replot the sections. The resulting west-east
cross-section of 87m in length is shown in Fig 48.
The two resistivity sections (west-east and north-south) are
consistent in that they confirm a highly resistant central core
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of approximately 2.2m depth,
with a diameter of approximately
21m. The outer ring ditch, at a
distance of about 31m from the
mound centre, is also consistent,
and can be seen in Fig 48 as
medium resistant incursions on
either side of the central core,
with a width of 3.5m - 4m and a
depth of approximately 1 m -
1.25m. Between the central core
and the ditches, disturbances of
the turf and top soil can be seen,
indicative of layering over the
mound. The low resistance areas,
seen below the upper layers of
turf to either side of the central
core, are now interpreted to
indicate natural porous
geological features (such as
chalk), leading to a reassessment
of the provisional conclusions
reported in SOAG Bulletin
62-2007.

Ground Penetrating Radar
(GPR) Studies

During early September 2009 a
further survey was undertaken by
a six-member team from SOAG
using Ground Probing Radar
(GPR) equipment under the
direction of the Geophysics Unit
of the University of Reading - in
less than ideal conditions! (Fig
49) Initially 2D radial lines were
collected on both west-east and
north-south alignments, followed
by a 3D survey over the central
area of the mound. The results
obtained can be described as
extremely interesting - and,
possibly, exceptional.
Initial 2D scans along the first
survey grid lines, showing
vertical features, were followed
by closely aligned scans across
the top of the mound, producing
3D images that allowed the data
to be converted from vertical to

horizontal slices at varying depths. The vertical profiles
confirmed results obtained by the earlier resistivity
cross-sectional survey, where strong reflections again show
the central dominant 'cairn' to be about 21m across and
2.2m in depth (Fig 50). The ring ditch surrounding the
mound at a radius of about 31m is also clearly seen in the
images. The west-east profile also indicates and confirms
more complicated archaeology to the west of the mound,
where further ditches and/or features are observed - as
initially suggested from the first resistivity survey.
The interpretation of the vertical sections concludes that
there are strong retaining walls to the central cairn.

Fig 46. Greys Mound Resistivity Survey 2007.
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Fig 48. Grey's Mound - West-East Resistivity Cross-Section.

Fig 49. SOACi Team (David Nicholls, Mike Green,
Gerard Latham, Tom Walker, Nancy Nichols, Colin

Davies) with Tim Astin reviewing the results of the first
profile from the long west-east GPR Scan.

Similarly, the base of the 'cairn' indicates a 'solid' floor at a
depth of approximately 2.2m. Dipping reflectors indicate
layers of material that build out the sides of the mound,
overlapping the central cairn. We may speculate as to the
construction of the retaining walls - given their high
reflectivity to radar, are the retaining 'walls' of quarried
flint or locally obtained large pebble stones of glacial
origin?
More revealing images are provided by the GPR slices at
successive depths. At lm depth, the central 'cairn' appears
to have an enclosed area featuring partitions within the

72

U.5
64.5 72.5 00.5

- ,\
88:1

strong retaining wall, and a central 'structure' of a cruciform
plan (Fig 51). (This is a pattern similar to a sunk trestle
medieval post mill, but too large for this to be considered).
At 1.4m depth - below the level of the outer retaining wall -
the interpretation is that of a smaller inner part of the cairn
associated with the strong 'floor' imaging shown in
cross-section. At 2.5m depth, interpretation is difficult, but
the image could suggest an inner structure to the cairn -

perhaps a lined chamber set into the original ground
surface?
The GPR conclusions from the survey are that:
The central cairn has an ordered internal structure with a
thick retaining wall and possibly internal partitions. This
overlays a possible rectangular structure associated with a
strongly reflective floor.
There are indications that the cairn has been extended
laterally by overlapping layers of low resistivity material.
The ring ditch is wide and deep.
An outer western ring ditch is confirmed, with at least two
further substantial ditches or pits on this side, although this
is based on only one 2-D line.

Conclusions

From the observations of more than one outer ditch, it would
appear that we are dealing with more than one period of
activity, and it is possible that a long sequence of perhaps
ritual use occurred on this site. Further extensive
geophysical survey work was carried out in 2009, when a
new magnetometry survey was conducted jointly by SOAG
and the University of Reading, surveying the original 48
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Fig 50. North-South GPR Scan of Grey's Mound - Central Cairn is 21m across and has a maximum depth of 2.2m.



Fig 51. Grey's Mound GPR Depth Slice at 1m depth -
showing retaining wall and inner partitions with a central

structure.

grid pattern (of 20m x 20m) with the University Bartington
Magnetometer instrument, and extending this to cover the
entire field. Following this, selected areas have been
covered by GPR surveys. Further resistivity surveying has
also been undertaken to the west and to the north, and
sample auguring has been undertaken in selected areas,
with the objective of obtaining stratification data and
possibly environmental material. The results of these
studies are still under analysis. It is expected that in the
future trial trenching will be carried out at locations over the
ring ditch.
Greys mound is proving to be an extremely important site.
This site appears from the typology of the main ring ditch
and central cairn to be a Bronze Age monument of
significant proportions (Prof R Bradley, pers corn). The
suggestion of an older ditch opens the possibility of a
multi-period monument. The Oxfordshire County
Archaeologist, Paul Smith, has indicated that if Neolithic
period material is also recovered, this will further enhance
the local, regional or even national importance of this site.
We must express our thanks to the site owners for their
continued support and interest and to Gerard Latham for his
invaluable support, and especially to the SOAG team
members for many hours of back-bending work.

THAMES VALLEY ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SERVICES LTD

Compiled by Heather Hopkins, January 2010

Ardley, New Composting Centre, Ashgrove Farm
(SP 3544 2555) Andrew Weale

During a watching brief a ditch recorded during
development of an adjacent site was seen to continue on to
this site. It is tentatively considered to be of Iron Age or
Saxon date.
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Checkendon, Church of England Primary School
(SU 6633 8307) Tim Dawson and Heather lIopkins

During a watching brief no finds or features of
archaeological interest were observed.

Cholsey, The Elms, West End (SU 5807 8609)
Tim Dawson

During a watching brief no finds or features of
archaeological interest were observed.

Dorchester, Lychgate Cottage, 8 High Street
(SU 57845 94200) Heather Hopkins

During a watching brief the groundworks did not penetrate
below topsoil and so the archaeologically relevant layers
were not observed.

Little Wittenham, Hill Farm (SU 5626 9257)
Tim Dawson
During a watching brief a re-cut ditch of Roman or later
date, containing a single Iron Age or Roman sherd, was
identified at the base of the dipping pond.

Oxford, Former Bowling Green, Bainton Road
(SP 5057 0852) Sean Wallis and James Earley

During this evaluation the site was landscaped, involving
removal and replacement of the topsoil. The natural geology
was not disturbed.

Oxford. 79 Rose Hill (SP 5364 0373)
James McNicoll-Norbury

During this evaluation no archaeological finds or features
were discovered.

Oxford, Bayards Hill Primary School, Waynflete Road,
Headington (SP 5580 0750) James Lewis

During this evaluation the presence of a Roman road was
confirmed. Roman and post medieval pottery and features
were also encountered.

Oxford, Oxford Options Resource Centre, Horspath
Driftway (SP 5544 0520) Tim Dawson and Heather
Hopkins

During a watching brief no finds or features of
archaeological interest were discovered.

Sonning Eye, Sonning Eye Quarry
Andrew Weale

An excavation prior to extended extraction is taking place.
This will be reported in due course.
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Sutton Courtney, 2 Abingdon Road(SU 5095 9445)
Andrew Mundin and James McNicoll Norbury

During this watching brief six ditches were discovered.
Three of these contained middle Saxon pottery including
'Ipswich ware', which is usually a sign of a high-status site.

Wallingford, 60 Radnor Road (SU 5989 8954)
Sean Wallis

The evaluation exposed two gullies, a pit and a large pit or
ditch containing Roman pottery were discovered. The
follow-up excavation revealed a wealth of features dating
from the Iron Age to Roman periods. The concentration of
archaeological features provides evidence supporting the
theory that the Roman centre of Wallingford was to the west
of the Saxon settlement.

Wheatley, Access Road, Oxford Brookes University,
Wheatley Campus (SP 6034 0600 to SP 5952 0638)
Andy Taylor

During this evaluation no finds or features of archaeological
interest were discovered.

Yarnton, Land adjacent to Exeter Farm, Cassington
Road (SP 4796 1203)
Andrew Mundin
During this evaluation and watching brief seven shallow
ditches were observed in 27 trenches. Medieval and post
medieval pottery were recovered from topsoil and subsoil.

VALE OF WHITE HORSE INDUSTRIAL
ARCHAEOLOGY GROUP

Charney Bassett Water Mill (SU 382944)
Bruce hedge

Restoration of this village watermill has been the main
practical activity since the Group's formation in the 1970s.

Fig 52. The stone floor. The left hand pair of stones are
French Burrs, last used during World War 1. The right
hand pair are Derbyshire Peaks, used right up until the

closure of the mill. (Photo Philip Coldwell)
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Fig 53. Isometric drawing of the mill machinery by Lyn
Jones. The original waterwheel was removed in the 1930s
and subsequently installed at the Abbey Mills, Abingdon,

during WWII.

Fig 54. The ground floor, showing the two bins that
received the meal from the stones on the floor above. The

ladder is believed to be 200 years old. (Photo Philip
Coldwell)
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Fig 55. The south end of Chantey mill showing the
excavation of the by-pass sluice immediately upstream of

the wheelhouse.



The mill last operated in the 1930s and, after the wheel itself
was removed, the building was used for storage. In the
1980s a replacement waterwheel was obtained from St
Helen's mill in Abingdon and ultimately installed at
Charney. Most of the mill machinery has now been
restored. However, in 1974 water was diverted away from
the original mill stream as part of flood protection for the
village. During the past year plans for turning the mill
machinery by other means have been discussed.

WILLIAM WINTLE

Geophysical Survey at the Noah's Ark Inn, Marcham.
William Wintle, Knight Boyer, John I [awes and Paula
Levick.

Introduction

Since 2001 the University of Oxford has been excavating a
late Iron Age and Roman site at Trendies Field in Marcham
as both a research and training excavation (Kamash et al
2007; 2008; 2009). This excavation has stimulated wider
research into the landscape of these periods in the Vale of
the White Horse (Boyer et al 2007; 2008; Wintle et al
2009). However, the excavations and surveys within
Trendies Field have also demonstrated a clear spatial
relationship between features in Trendies Field and features
in the garden of the Noah's Ark Inn to the west. This is
particularly apparent in the outer wall of the temple
enclosure which extends into both areas. This spatial
relationship was explored in a geophysical survey of the
Noah's Ark garden in 2007 and followed up by excavation
of three trenches in 2008 (Kamash et al 2009). A more
limited resistivity survey was performed over the temple
site within the Noah's Ark Inn garden in 2009 in advance of
planned excavation.
This report provides an abbreviated account of two
unpublished survey reports (Wintle 2007; 2009).

The Noah's Ark Inn

A late Romano-British and early Anglo-Saxon cemetery
was discovered at Frilford in the mid-nineteenth century as
a result of quarrying and further excavations were
undertaken just after the First World War. In the 1930s
Bradford and Goodchild (1939) excavated an area to the
south-east of the cemetery at the Noah's Ark Inn and
uncovered an Iron Age settlement and a small
Romano-British temple. A section of the area excavated in
the 1930s was re-excavated and re-interpreted by Dennis
Harding in the 1960s (Harding 1987). A limited area of the
temple and rotunda were re-excavated in 1987 during an
evaluation conducted by the Oxford Archaeological Unit
(Miles and Wait 1987; Wait and Miles 1988).
In 1938 three limited areas were excavated directly to the
east of the Noah's Ark Inn and are referred to as Sites A, B
and C (Bradford and Goodchild 1939). Site A contained a
Romano-British temple overlying an Iron Age hut which
the excavators believed had burnt down immediately prior
to the construction of the temple. Site B just to the south
contained a range of Iron Age pits, together with an
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Anglo-Saxon burial which had disturbed a late Roman coin
hoard. Bradford and Goodchild interpreted Site B as the
main area of the Iron Age settlement as it contained about
half of the more than forty drainage and storage pits
excavated. A circular, Roman structure 36 feet in diameter
was found at Site C, which lay eighty feet south of the
temple. Bradford and Goodchild termed this the 'Rotunda'
and on the basis of votive finds argued that it had a ritual
function. The rotunda overlay an Iron Age penannular ditch,
which the excavators believed was its precursor and which
also had a ritual function. Thus at both the temple and
rotunda Bradford and Goodchild argued for continuity of
activity from the Iron Age to the Romano-British period.
In 1964 Harding re-excavated a part of Site A over the
western section of the temple (Harding 1987). Whereas
Bradford and Goodchild had argued for continuity between
the Iron Age hut and the following Romano-British temple,
Harding saw no chronological relationship between the two.
Instead, he interpreted the hut as a large stake circle, which
with a diameter of 9.6m would be too large for a
roundhouse, and was therefore more likely to have been a
small compound for stock. Moreover, he argued (1987, 13)
that the temple cannot have been built before the middle or
second half of the 2" century. Although Site C was not
re-excavated, he believed that the ditch is better interpreted
as being domestic, relatively early and unrelated to the later
rotunda. By breaking the structural continuity at both Sites
A and C, Harding weakened Bradford and Goodchild's
arguments for religious continuity.
An important analysis of the Noah's Ark Inn site was
published by Hingley (1985) incorporating his evidence
from fieldwalking, analysis of aerial photographs and
excavation.

The 2007 Magnetometer Survey
The geophysical survey had the following objectives:

to allow a comparison with the aerial photographic
evidence, in particular as mapped by Hingley (1985, 206,
figure 4).

to determine the location and extent of features such as
enclosures and pits thereby indicating the density of
settlement.
- to provide a comparison with previous results obtained in
the geophysical survey of Trendies Field.
The survey took place on Sunday 8th, Thursday 12th and
Friday 13th July during the excavation season in Trendies
Field. One survey grid was crossed by a temporary
electricity cable supplying electricity to the excavation.
This grid was re-surveyed on Tuesday 7th August after the
completion of the excavation and the removal of the cable.
The survey grids were positioned to correspond with the
30m squares previously used in the geophysical survey of
Trendies Field to allow the processing of both surveys
within the same dataset. As a result there were only a few
complete 30m grids: the majority of grids were partial and
triangular in shape. Fig 56 shows the processed results of the
16 grids which were surveyed, while Map 1 shows the
survey location together with excavation trenches and
features in Trendies Field.
The geophysical survey confirmed the main elements of
Hingley's interpretation of the aerial photographic evidence
and has provided a much clearer indication of the large
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southern enclosure. In particular its western limit has now
been defined. Although its northern ditch is straight, its
eastern and western ditches appear convex. Within the
eastern and northern ditches is a smaller ditch, possibly a
palisade trench. There is however no clear evidence for
such an internal ditch on the west. As suggested by the
aerial photographs the main enclosure also contains a range
of smaller enclosures some of which are circular. A smaller
enclosure of possibly similar shape to the main enclosure is
located in the south-east. In addition there is evidence for
rubbish or storage pits. An entrance to the main enclosure is
located in the cast but it is possible there may have been
more than one entrance.
To the north of this enclosure is the southern section of the
temple enclosure's temenos wall. The line of the temenos
wall is lost in the west and it is possible that it bends south
towards the southern enclosure. North of the temenos wall
and within the temple compound is an area of considerable
magnetic disturbance on the east of which is a large,
irregular circular feature while to the west is Bradford and
Goodchild's Site C. It is unclear whether this magnetic
disturbance is a reflection of underlying archaeology or
more modern ground disturbance such as spoil heaps or
backlit'.
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Map I. Magnetometer Survey at the Noah's Ark Inn - Relationship to Excavation Trenches (2006) and Projected
Features.

Visible in the northernmost grid is the outline of the eastern
part of the temple portico and cella.
As a result of this survey three excavation trenches were
opened in the garden of the Noah's Ark Inn in 2008
(Kamash 2009), one of which was continued in 2009.

The 2009 Resistivity Survey
The geophysical survey had the following objectives:
- to determine the location, extent and survival of features
within and in the vicinity of the temple.
- to allow a comparison with the previous magnetometer
survey. This had identified the southern and eastern walls of
the temple.
The survey took place on the 5th, 7th and 12th June 2009. On
the 5th June a total station was used to set out a north-south
base line within the Noah's Ark garden to align with the
excavation grid within Trendies Field. From this base line a
grid of six 20m squares were laid out. Map 2 below shows
the survey location together with a number of excavation
trenches in Trendles Field and projected features such as the
temenos wall and entrance ways leading into the Noah's Ark
Inn garden.

Crown _lit/database rig t 2007 n Ordnance Survey/EDINA supplied service



Fig 57 shows the processed results of the six grids which
were surveyed. The raw resistance measurements (ohms)
have not been converted to resistivity (ohm-in). The depth
penetration of a resistivity survey is linked to the mobile
probe separation: the greater the separation the greater
depth but poorer spatial resolution. It can be seen that the
0.5m survey has produced a clearer image than the 1 m and
this suggests that most of the archaeological features are
relatively shallow, possibly about 0.5 m with no deep
features underlying the temple.
The geophysical survey has confirmed the main elements of
Bradford and Goodchild's plan of the Romano-British
temple: an outer portico and inner cella. For the portico, the
foundation trench of part of the southern wall, all of the
eastern wall and much of the northern wall are clearly
visible. In addition, the foundation trench of the inner cella
wall is also visible in all its eastern and some of its southern
and northern parts. Bradford and Goodchild (1939, 29) give
the external dimensions of the portico at 55 feet (16.75m)
and of the cella at 25 feet (7.6m). This agrees very well with
the resistive survey which suggests 16.4m and 8m
respectively. The area of high resistance beyond the north
wall is probably explained by the northern annexe (at the
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I.

Fig 56. Magnetometer Survey of Noah's Ark Inn, Marcham, July and August 2007. (Grids are 30 metre squares. North
is at the top.)

north-east) and by the exterior pathway, 11 feet wide, which
survived only on the northern side.
Bradford and Goodchild argued that the main entrance to
the temple lay to the cast and discovered a substantial
entrance pathway, 22 feet wide and extending 30 feet
eastwards (1939, 31 - 32). This is not apparent in the
geophysical survey and it is possible that the excavators
have removed most of it. There is a line of lower resistance
heading east from the portico and this may correspond to the
excavation trench into this pathway (1939, 28 - figure 9).
To the south of the temple are a number of isolated areas of
high resistance. Bradford and Goodchild suggested that the
exterior pathway found to the north of the temple also
existed on the east and south but had been disturbed and
largely removed by later stone robbing (1939, 29). It is
therefore probable these are destruction and disturbance
deposits rather than structural remains.
The geophysical survey does not provide any evidence for
the western portico wall or for the three rooms of the
western annexe. It is in this area that Bradford and
Goodchi Id located the stake holes of an Iron Age hut (1939,
8 10) and this area was extensively excavated by Harding
in 1964. It is therefore possible that the material in the
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50

foundation trenches has been removed and/or that the
disturbed nature of the backfill masks any archaeological
response. There is a suggestion of a western wall some 21m
to the west of the eastern wall but this does not agree with
Bradford and Goodchild's plan. This high resistance feature
may corresponds to a baulk Harding left between his main
trench and two smaller trenches to the west (1987, 4 5, figs
2 and 3).
The results of this resistivity survey were used to assist in
determining the locations of the trenches opened in July
2009.

Conclusions

The three objectives of the 2007 magnetometer survey
within the area of the Noah's Ark Inn were met. The
southern enclosure, the southern part of the temenos wall
and the temple itself were all detected and the survey added
more detail to the information previously known from aerial
photographs and excavation. In addition, the two objectives
of the 2009 resistivity survey within the temple area were
met. It has been possible to detect the location and extent of
the temple and its inner cella. In addition, areas of high
resistance near the temple indicate areas of building

Noah's Ark Inn Garden

I emenos Wall (south)

78

Temenos Wall (North)

31

Treadles
Field

Temenos
Wall (East)

15

Crown Copyright/database right 2009. An Ordnance Survey/EDINA sup lied service

Map 2. Resistivity Survey of the Noah's Ark Inn Temple Site - Relationship to Excavation Trenches (2006) and
Projected Feature

material (probably rubble and tile). The resistivity survey
has added more detail to the information previously
obtained from the magnetometer survey.

Survey Technique

The 2007 magnetometer survey was undertaken using a
Bartington Instrument's GRAD601 gradiometer with a
single magnetometer tube and set to a scale of 100nT with a
sensitivity of 0.1nT. Grids were laid out in 30 metre squares
and were walked in a clockwise "zigzag" pattern. Traverses
were lm apart with readings taken four times a metre. The
results have been processed by ArcheoSurveyor and are
displayed as block shaded images using a grey-scale.
The 2009 resistivity survey was undertaken using a Geoscan
Research RM15-D resistivity meter. The traverses were one
metre apart and readings were taken every 50cm along each
traverse. Two separate twin probe surveys were performed:
the first with a mobile probe separation of 0.5metres (7'h
June) and the second with a mobile probe separation at I m
(12th June). For both surveys it was possible to survey all the
grids over the temple site without moving the remote
probes. The grids were walked in a clockwise "zigzag"
pattern and the results have been processed by



Resistance Survey Noah's Ark Inn 7th June 2009
(Grids are 20 metre squares North is at top)

Probe Separation = 0.5m

Resistivity Survey Noah's Ark Inn 12th June 2009
(Grids are 20 metre squares North is at top)

Probe Separation = 1.0m

Fig 57. Resistivity Survey of the Noah's Ark Inn Temple Site, Marcham, June 2009.
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ArcheoSurveyor and are presented as block shaded images
using a grey-scale. Areas of high resistance are shown as
light grey or white and of low resistance as dark grey or
black. This allows for easier comparison with the earlier
magnetometer survey.
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THE WALLINGFORD BURH TO BOROUGH
RESEARCH PROJECT
(centred at SU 607 895)
2009 Interim Report

Matt Edgeworth, Oliver Creighton, Neil Christie, Anthony
Gouldwell, Andy Hyam, Gavin Speed, Patricia Baker,
Michael Fradley, Simon Foote, Catherine Keevill, Matt
Godfrey

Introduction

Following on from the 2008 interim report in the last SMA,
this paper summarises the results of excavations which took
place over three weeks in July 2009, and other fieldwork
investigations conducted throughout the year. These were
carried out by a team from the Universities of Leicester,
Exeter and Oxford working in a fruitful ongoing
collaboration with Wallingford Museum and The
Wallingford Archaeological and Historical Society
(TWHAS), as part of the Wallingford Burh to Borough
Research Project (2008-2010). The project is funded by the
Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC).

Excavations

Three trenches were opened in various parts of Wallingford,
targeting anomalies picked up in earlier geophysical
surveys. (For the results of Trenches 1-3, excavated in 2008,
see Christie eta! 2009a, 2009b; Speed eta! 2009).
Trench 4 (Castle Inner Bailey). An area measuring 20m x
8m was opened in the south- western corner of the castle
inner bailey. Excavation revealed an upper layer of
demolition or landscaping debris, probably laid down in the
17th century, covering the entire area and sealing the
surviving medieval archaeological deposits beneath. This
may represent in part the slighting and dismantling of the
castle by Parliamentary forces after a long siege during the
English Civil War, and the later landscaping and levelling of
parts of the denuded inner bailey as gardens. In the central
part of the trench was a substantial and well-preserved stone
wall foundation together with further linear features,
rubbish pits and spreads. The remains of a number of other
lesser walls, masonry structures and robber trenches of
medieval date were also noted. The earliest dated feature
encountered was a possible oven or corn dryer of the 12th
century. An extension on the east side revealed a large
rectangular feature picked up on resistivity to be a spread of
building rubble with a robbed wall along its western edge -

probably a building platform. A further extension on the
west side, going partly down the side of the inner moat,
provided a glimpse of the layered make-up of the outer part
of the inner bailey which must be, to some extent, a
constructed platform. This was the first recorded
archaeological excavation ever to have taken place in the
northern inner castle bailey area of Wallingford Castle, and
the results are extremely valuable for the indication they
give of the richness, depth and complexity of surviving
archaeological deposits.
Trench 5 (Kinecroft). An area measuring 20m x 8m was
opened up on the west side of the central part of the
Kinecroft (Trench 5), immediately south west of the 2008
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Fig 58. Locations of 2009 trenches in relation to earthworks of Wallingford. Earthwork survey by Michael Fradley.

trench (Trench 3). Its purpose was to expand on and
interpret more fully results from Trench 3, which produced
evidence for a timber building of 12th century date, fronting
on to a lost road.
The evidence uncovered can be neatly divided into three
zones, which broadly correspond to the three activity areas
discovered in 2008: a central area where buildings were
situated; an area to the north consisting of a hollow-way or
road running east-west; and an area to the south containing
rubbish pits and midden material. In the central area was a
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series of small slots, pits and postholes, representing small
buildings or lean-tos. The idea that there might have been a
full row of houses or large buildings extending into this area
was thus disproved. To the north of the central zone was one
side of a large linear hollow, running across the trench in art
east-west direction (shown to be about 6m wide in the 2008
excavations). This was interpreted as a continuation of the
road or hollow-way which once extended right across the
Kinecroft almost to the ramparts (see below). As in Trench
3, the road was cut by later medieval pitting, indicating that



Oxfordshire
it went out of use shortly after the demise of the buildings
which fronted onto it. To the south of the central zone was a
large shallow depression filled with midden-like material,
sealing a number of pits, one of which was over 3m in
diameter and 1.5m deep. A ditch running east-west was
found at the south end of the trench; this may have served as
a boundary marker at the rear of the property.
An extension trench was excavated near the north-west

corner to establish the relationship between the
buildings/road/associated features and the late
Saxon/medieval town ramparts to the west. An internal
ditch with outer bank, parallel to, but inside the line of the
rampart, was discovered. At present it is unclear whether its
construction is contemporary with the buildings and
hollow-way to the east (defining the outer edge of the area
of settlement), or whether it relates to the earlier phase of
Saxon defences (perhaps demarcating the inner edge of a
military zone extending along the burh ramparts). The
hollow-way stopped before it reached the internal ditch,
apparently respecting it. Alternatively, the road may have
been carried over the ditch by means of a bridging
arrangement, for which a large post-hole near the inner lip
of the ditch provided some possible evidence.
Trench 6 (Wallingford School Playing Fields). An area of
20m x 7m was opened north of the historic core of the town
in the eastern part of Wallingford School Playing Fields.
The aim was to investigate a linear anomaly that appeared in
earlier geophysical surveys - presumed to denote the course
of a medieval road. Removal of topsoil revealed no subsoil
at all, indicating that the whole area had been truncated,
probably during the levelling of playing fields in modern
times. Directly beneath the topsoil was the upper surface of
a road, consisting of an orange brown band of compacted
gravel running roughly north-south through the centre of
the trench and measuring c 3.5m wide x 0.4m deep. The
road had flanking ditches, each about 1.3m - 1.5 m wide.
Finds from these features were scarce, but several pottery
sherds dating to the 12th and 13th centuries were found in the
fill of the eastern ditch.
A puzzle of the excavation was a section in which a grey

chalky marl of Cretaceous origin could be clearly seen to
overlay river gravels of Holocene date. After consultation
with geologists it was recognised that the marl, which had
the look of a homogenous and undisturbed natural deposit,
was actually the fill of a sizeable gravel quarry, which must
have been excavated elsewhere then re-deposited here as
convenient backfill (perhaps as the end-product of some
other process such as the manufacture of lime). The cut of
the quarry ran alongside the outer cut of the western
roadside ditch, the one feature apparently respecting the
other and presumably at least partly contemporary in date.
A medium/dark brown sandy loam in the eastern part of the
trench contained several pottery sherds dateable to the 12th
or 13th centuries. Evidence of more than one phase of road
use and construction was discovered. The date of the
earliest road surface is not known, but the complex of later
road, roadside ditches and adjacent quarry can be dated to
the medieval period. The road lines up with the course of
Castle Street to the south and must have entered the town
through a different north gate from the one identified by
Nicholas Brooks in the 1960s (Brooks 1966).
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The Garden Archaeology Test-Pit Programme

A total of twenty test pits had been excavated and recorded
in various parts of the town (mostly back-gardens) by the
end of 2009. Volunteers from Wallingford Museum and
The Wallingford Ilistorical and Archaeological Society
(TWHAS) carried out much of the work. A significant
finding was that of decorated tiles and mortar floor in one of
the test-pits in a back garden just to the north of the High
Street, probably indicating the position of part of the
Benedictine Priory of the Holy Trinity, the precise location
of which was lost for hundreds of years. A corollary of this
is that the core of the priory complex is likely to have taken
up a relatively limited space at the southern end of the
Bullcroft, with its precinct extending well to the north. The
main aim of the programme overall is to gather information
from enough test-pits to build deposit models and pottery
distribution maps for the town as a whole. This is one of the
first times that such a test-pitting programme has been
applied systematically to the study of an important medieval
town (although the methodology has been used to excellent
effect within rural settlement studies), and a specific
methodology has been designed to cope with the greater
depth of stratigraphy to be found in urban contexts.

Other Fieldwork and Events

Geophysical investigations in the form of magnetometer
and resistivity surveys were carried out in further areas of
Castle Meadows and St John's Playing Fields, to add to the
open areas already covered the previous year. Of particular
note was the resistivity survey of the central part of the
castle earthworks conducted by Gerard Latham and a
TWHAS team over very challenging temin. Michael
Fradley of Exeter University completed his earthwork
survey of the town. Work was also carried out in examining
the structure and building materials of Wallingford bridge.
The 2009 conference on Medieval Wallingford was jointly
organised with TWHAS and attracted an audience of over a
hundred. Meanwhile, the proceedings of the 2008
conference on the origins of Wallingford were published as
a British Archaeological Report, edited by Katharine
Keats-Rohan and David Roffe (2009). A very successful
Festival of Archaeology Open Day attracted several
hundred visitors to the summer dig, with the children's
excavation proving especially popular. The Wallingford
Burh to Borough Research Project was shortlisted for the
English Heritage Award for the Presentation of Heritage
Research. A final season of project fieldwork and further
events are programmed for 2010.
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Barby Reservoir, Nhants; Iron Age roundhouses and

boundary ditches 18
barns, post-medieval: Oxford 31; Thurleigh 3; Whitchurch

10

barrows, round (see also ring ditches)
Grey's Mound, near Henley (large, possibly
multi-period) 70-3, 70-3

Overstone 19-20
bath-house, Roman; Gatehampton 69, 69
Battlesden, Beds; Battlesden House, C19 features 1
Beckley, Oxon; Thames Water pipeline and new STW,

Roman road, ridge and furrow, C17-18 quarry 29
Bedford

Bedford College; Saxo-Norman and early
medieval pits, King's Ditch, C18-20 walls 1
Cutler Hammer Sports Ground; Roman settlement
1

King's Ditch I
land west of (TL 1944 4746) see Kempston (land
west of) St Paul's Church 1-2
St Paul's Square; Saxo-Norman and early
medieval pits 2

Bedfordshire 1-7
Bennett, Keith 37
Biddenham, Beds; St James' Church, medieval construction

2

Biddlesden, Bucks; Whitfield Wood, undated earthworks
14

Biggleswade, Beds
Potton Road; Neolithic pit 6
Wind Farm; medieval furrows, burnt mound
deposits 5

Bix, Oxon
Old Chapel, possible medieval church of Bix
Gibwyn 55-61; medieval burials 57-61, 57-60
blades, early Neolithic flint; Thrupp 25

Blatherwycke Hall, Nhants; C18 stables 18
Bletchley, Milton Keynes, Bucks; Watling Street, road
surfaces, Denbigh Flail public house 12
Bloxham, Oxon; Banbury Road, Temple Close, Iron Age

settlement 29
bone, animal

late Iron Age/Roman; Harrold 6
Saxon; Oxford 27
medieval; Thrupp 24

bowl, medieval copper; Houghton Conquest 6
Brackley, Nhants; Radstone Fields, Brackley North, Iron

Age settlement 22
Bradenham Manor, Bucks; C19/20 glasshouses 14
Bradwell, Bucks

Bradwell Abbey; medieval surface near cruck barn
7



Index
Moat House 7

Braybrooke, Nhants; Braybrooke Castle 18
brew-house, C18; Oxford 33
Brightwell Baldwin, Oxon

Brightvvell Park; medieval manor house with
Tudor remodelling 61-8, 62-6; dovecote 61-2, 62,
63, 65; geophysical survey 61, 62-5, 63-4, 68;
Italianate gardens 61, 62, 63, 64, 65; manor house
61-2, 63-4, 63-4, 65, 65-8, 65-6
Community History and Archaeology Project
61-8, 62-6

Brightwell-cum-Sotwell, Oxon; Bell Lane, Ebbes Cottage,
Neolithic and medieval pits 29-30

Brill, Bucks
Church Street, Penn Cottage; post-medieval pits
11

High Street, Kings Ride House 15
Temple Street; C15 pottery production 11

Broad, J., of Bix, Oxon VT 1899) 56
Brogborough, Beds; pipeline relay, post-medieval features

2

Bromham, Beds; The Green, post-medieval ditch 3
brooch, Roman penannular; Gatehampton 69
Broughton, Milton Keynes, Bucks

Brooklands see under Milton Keynes area
Broughton Bridge 12-13

Bruern Abbey, Oxon; roof possibly now at
Shipton-under-Wychwood 42-3, 43

Buckingham
Bridge Street; medieval and post-medieval 12
Chantry Chapel, C12 14, 14

Buckingham to Bracklcy Pipeline
SP 6753 3487 to SP 6877 3424); C18/19
cultivation, clay or gravel pits 15
SP 6751 3485; prehistoric flint, lion Age
enclosures and roundhouse, Roman and
post-medieval pottery 15

Buckinghamshire 7-17
buckle, late Roman Hawkes type IB;

Dorchester-on-Thames 38-9
Bucknell, Oxon; Bainton Road 27
buildings of unspecified type

Roman: Lockinge (small rectangular) 53, 54, 55;
Swalcliffe Lea (stone-footed) 33, 34, 35, 36, 37
medieval: Colmworth (stone) 3; Houghton
Conquest (stone) 6; Stanford in the Vale (stone)
28-9, 28, 29; Wallingford (small and lean-to) 81,
82

Burford, Oxon; Priory Lane, Burford Priory, medieval and
undated 30

burgage plot boundaries; Princes Risborough 12
burials see cremations; inhumations
burnt mound type deposits; Biggleswade 5

Calverton, Bucks; Passenham Quarry, Iron Age pit
alignment, Roman mausoleum 14, 15

Canons Ashby House, Nhants 18
causeways, Iron Age/Roman, late Saxon, medieval;

Abingdon 25, 26, 27
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ceramic building material, Roman: Linslade 6; Lockinge
54; Marcham/Frilford 47-8; Tottemhoe 3

cess pit, post-medieval; Oxford 40
chapel, chantry; Buckingham 14, 14
Charndon, Bucks; Old Longhouse, C18 witchert cottages 10
Chamey Bassett Water Mill, Oxon 74-5, 74
Checkendon, Oxon; Church of England Primary School 73
Chicksands, Beds; Chicksands Priory 2
Chinnor, Oxon; Station Road, former Siarey's Yard 30
Cholsey, Oxon; West End, The Elms 73
Civil War period: Oxford 39-40; Wallingford 80
coins

Roman, by ruler/period: C3-4 minim 33; Claudius
II 35; Faustina 35; Gratian or Valentinian: 35;
house of Constantine 35; Nero 37; republican 37;
Victorious 35
Roman, by location: Swalcliffe Lea 33, 35, 37;
Warmington 37
post-medieval: Ludovicus Magnus (Louis XIV of
France?), Swalcliffe Lea 37; William III, Kimpton
3

Colmworth, Beds; Church Road, medieval building and
pottery 3

corn dryer or oven, medieval; Wallingford 80
Cornwall, Sir John, Baron Fanhope 6
cottages

canal lock keeper's; Grove, Bucks 8
witchert, C18; Chamdon 10

Cox, William, of Wingrave (f 1. 1813) 10
cremations

Bronze Age; Oxford 32, 32, 33
Belgic; Souldern 31
Roman: Calverton (in huge jar with iron nails, in
mausoleum) 14; Stanford in the Vale 28;
Towcester 21

Croughton, Nhants; Rowler Manor 18
Crowmarsh Gifford, Oxon; The Street, Old Rectory,

medieval soil 30
crypt, C18 church; Cuddington 17
Cuddesdon, Oxon; Ripon College, post-medieval features

38

Cuddington, Bucks; St Nicholas' Church, C18 crypts 17

Daventry, Nhants; Middlemore 18
Davis, Richard; map of Oxfordshire (1797) 61-2, 62
defences

Saxon; Bedford (King's Ditch) 1
medieval; Oxford 40
Civil War; Oxford 39

Denham, Bucks
The Lea; Roman wells and ditch 11
Village Road 7

Desgots, Claude (gardener, 1655-1732) 16
dew pond, C17; Buckingham 12
Dinton, Bucks

Cuddington Road, Marsh Mead Farm; Roman,
middle Iron Age and post-medieval features 11
Oxford Road, Dinton Castle; CI8 sham gothic
castle 15



ditches (see also defences; enclosures; field systems; ring
ditches)

Iron Age: Ardley 73; Barby Reservoir (boundary)
18; Bloxham 29; Dinton 11; Gatehampton 30;
Kempston 1; Moulton 18
Roman: Aston Clinton 11; Denham 11; Dinton
(field) 11; Kempston 1; Little Wittenham 73;
Moulton 18; Swinbrook 31; Tottemhoe
(boundary) 3; Towcester 21; Wallingford 74;
Weldon 21; Yamton 28
Saxon: Ampthill 6; Ardley 73; Houghton
Conquest (plot boundary) 6; Stanford in the Vale
28; Towcester 21; Wantage 40-1
medieval: Aylesbury 17; Hambleden (woodland
boundary) 10; Little Horwood (boundary) 14;
Oxford 33; Silsoe 7; Stanford in the Vale 28;
Wavendon (plot boundary) 12
post-medieval: Brogborough 2; Bromham 3;
Cuddesdon 38; Evenley (field boundary) 19;
Kelmarsh (field boundary) 19; Thame 31

Dorchester-on-Thames, Oxon
Discovering Dorchester project 38-9
High Street, Lychgate Cottage 73
Medusa head mount 39, 39
SU 577 941, Roman small town; late-Roman to
early post-Roman activity 38-9, 39

dovecote, C16; Brightwell Baldwin 61-2, 62, 63,65
Dunstable, Beds; TL 0000 2240, North West Dunstable,

Neolithic pits, late Bronze Age/early Iron Age ring
ditches, Roman trackway and field system,
medieval activity 3

East Hagboume, Oxon; Sundial Cottage, C15-19
timber-framed building 41-2, 41,42

East Hendred, Oxon; Hendred House, garden features,
wells, post-medieval foundations 30

Easton Neston, Nhants; First Lodge 19
enclosures (see also ditches; field systems)

prehistoric; Ringstead 20
Neolithic; Marlow (rectangular) 16
Iron Age: Buckingham to Brackley Pipeline, SP
6751 3485 (Radelive) 15: Kelmarsh 19; Kings
Sutton 19; Lockinge 53, 54,55; Milton Keynes 16,
17; Rushden 20; Winwick Warren 21
late Iron Age/early Roman; Milton Keynes 16, 17
Roman: Milton Keynes 16, 17; Overstone 19-20;
Winwick Warren 21
medieval; Overstone 19-20
undated; Rothwell 20

Epwell, Oxon; The Close 30
Evenley, Nhants; Evenley Mill 19
Everdon, Nhants; Stubbs Lane, Wansbeck, undated roof 17

fabricator, early Neolithic flint; Thrupp 25
fan, stick from lady's; Brightwell Baldwin 67
farmsteads

Iron Age: Kelmarsh 19; Kempston 1; Little
Horwood 14
Roman: Leighton 1311z7ard, Linslade 6; Little
Norwood 14; Swalcliffe Lea 33-7, 34, 36
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Felmersham, Beds; Si Mary's Church, medieval/early

post-medieval burials 2
field systems

prehistoric: Lockinge 53, 54, 55; Ringstead 20
Roman: Dunstable 3; Lockinge 53, 54, 55
medieval: Moulton 18; Yamton 28
post-medieval; Moulton 18

fishponds, medieval: Abingdon 25, 26, 27; Northill 6-7
flakes, Neolithic flint: Brightwell-cum-Sotwell 30; Thrupp

25

flint implements and worked flint
prehistoric; Buckingham to Brackley Pipeline,
Radclive 15
Mesolithic: Gatehampton 30; Thrupp 24
Neolithic: Brightwell-cum-Sotwell 30;
Gatehampton 30; Marlow 16; Thrupp 24, 25

folly; C18 sham gothic castle, Dinton 15
Foscott, Bucks; Foscott Old Church 11
Fowler, Thomas, of Whitchurch, Bucks (IL 1794) 10
Frieth, Bucks; Frieth Ilill, The Cottage, undated

lime-slaking pit 12
furlong boundary, medieval; Rushden 20
furrows (see also ridge and furrow)

medieval: Aston Clinton 11; Biggleswade 5;
Kelmarsh 19; Little Horwood 14; Milton keynes

Winwick Warren 21
post-medieval: Aston Clinton 11; Little Horwood

Milton Keynes 13

garden archaeology test-pit programme; Wallingford 82
gardens and garden features, post-medieval: Brightwell

Baldwin (Italianate) 61, 62, 63, 64, 65; Burford 30;
Gerrards Cross 15-16; Northampton 19
Gatehampton Farm, Goring, Oxon

palaeochannel, Mesolithic and Neolithic activity,
Bronze Age hearths, Iron Age ditch, Roman
features, Saxon pit 30
Roman villa 68-70, 69

Geddington, Nhants; church of St Mary Magdalene 22
geophysical surveys

Bix 56, 58, 56, 58
Brightwell Baldwin 61, 62-5, 63-4, 68
Grey's Mound, near Henley 70-3, 70-3
Lockinge 53-5, 54, 53-5, 54, 53-5, 54
Wallingford 82

Gen-ards Cross, Bucks; Bulstrode Park, C18-19 garden
15-16

glass
vessel; post-medieval wine bottles, Brightwell
Baldwin 67
unspecified: Saxon, Oxford 27; medieval, Oxford
33

glasshouses, C19/20 horticultural; Bradenham Manor 14
Godstow Abbey, Oxon 39
Goring-on-Thames, Oxon (see also Gatehampton Farm)

Elvendon Road, Elvendon Priory; medieval and
C15 buildings 30

Grafton Regis, Nhants; Church Road, Grove Cottage 19
Granborough, Bucks; Biggen Field 7-8



Index
Grand Union Canal; Grove, Bucks, Church Lock Cottage 8
Great Missenden, Bucks; High Street, Fire and Rescue

Station 8
Grey's Mound, near Henley, Oxon; large monument,

Bronze Age and possibly multi-period 70-3, 70-3
Grove, Bucks; Church Lock Cottage, cellar rooms 8
gullies

late Bronze/early Iron Age; Milton Keynes
(penannular) 17
Iron Age; Harrold 6
Roman: Abingdon 38; Harrold 6; Oxford 28;
Swinbrook 31; Totternhoe 3; Wallingford 74
post-medieval; Dinton 11

Haddenham, Bucks
Fort End 12
Townsend: Berry Cottage, post-medieval 12;
medieval pits 12

Hambleden, Bucks; Ridge Wood 10-11
Harcourt family of Stanton I larcourt; monuments 55
Harrold, Beds; Church Walk, Longridge, late Iron

Age/Roman, medieval and post-medieval 6
Haversham, Bucks

High Street 8
Mill Road 8

Headington, Oxon see under Oxford
hearths, Bronze Age and Roman; Gatehampton 30
Hemington, Nhants; Beaulieu Hall 19
henge, Neolithic; Overstone 19-20
Henley, Oxon (see also Grey's Mound)

Market Place: CI6 timber-framed building 27;
Henley Baptist Church, C19 malthouse 39
hoe, Roman iron; Linslade 6
hollow-way, medieval; Wallingford 81-2
Horley, Oxon; Horton Lane, C18 and later farm buildings

39

horn cores, medieval; Abingdon 29
hospitals

medieval: Oxford 40; Wallingford 31
C19 fever ward; Oxford 33

Houghton Conquest, Beds; High Street, late Saxon
settlement, medieval moat 6

Houghton Regis, Beds; Houghton Regis Cemetery 2
hovel, medieval; Thrupp 22-3

inhumations
Roman neonate; Gatehampton 69
medieval: Bix (with anthropological analyses)
57-61, 57-60; Wallingford 31

Ipsden, Oxon; Black Barn Farm 30
iron smelting debris, Roman; Linslade 6
Iver Heath, Bucks; Project Pinewood 7

Kelmarsh Wind Farm, Nhants; late Iron Age farmstead and
enclosure, medieval furrows, C19 field boundary
19

Kelmscott, Oxon; Jobbs Close 30
Kempston, Beds
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Kempston Rural Lower School; Roman, medieval
and post-medieval pottery I
land west of (TL 1944 4746); middle Iron Age
farmstead, late Iron Age ditches/pits, Roman
settlement and road, early Saxon occupation, C18
mill channel 1

kiln waste, C15; Brill 11
Kimpton, Beds; St Peter and St Paul's Church,

post-medieval 3
Kings Sutton, Nhants; Banbury Road, Iron Age enclosures,

ring ditches and postholes 19

Langford, Oxon; St Matthew's Church 27
Leckhampstead, Bucks; Middle End, Valley House 8
Leighton Buzzard, Beds see Linslade, Beds
Linslade, Beds

Bossington Lane/Stoke Road; Roman farmstead,
early-mid Saxon occupation 6
Rothschild Road; post-medieval pottery 4-5

Little Billing, Nhants; church of All Saints, medieval and
C19 22

Little Wittenham, Oxon; Hill Farm, Roman or later ditch 73
Lockinge, Oxon; Charlton Field, Iron Age and Roman fields

and buildings 53-5, 54
lodge; Easton Neston 19
loom weights

late Roman/early Saxon annular;
Dorchester-on-Thames 38
Saxon: ceramic, Oxford 33; unspecified annular,

Linslade 6
Lower Shiplake, Oxon; Crowsley Road, Danes Place 30
Lowndes-Stone, William, of Brightwell Park VI. 1789) 61
Luton, Beds; MI Junction 10A, undated features 6

manor house, medieval; Brightwell Baldwin 61-8, 62-6
Marcham/Frilford, Oxon; Noah's Ark area, multi-period

site 44-53, 75-80
Iron Age 75
barrel-shaped, ditched enclosure (MENA Trench
1) 44, 45, 46, 75-6, 76-7,78
eastern end of Trendles Field (MFP Trench 2) 44,
51, 51-2
pits 51-2
Iron Age-Roman continuity 51, 52, 75
Roman religious centre 44-53
between temenos and arena 44, 44, 49-50, 50
Circular structure/arena/ semi-amphitheatre;
drainage network 44, 44, 48-9, 48; interior 44,
44, 48-9, 48, 52; sand deposits 49
drain, southern end of 44, 44, 49, 49, 52
hearths 49-51
industrial activity 49-51, 52
large rectilinear building (Trench 2) 44, 49, 51
midden deposits 52
oyster shells 50, 51, 52
shrines: Trench 2249, 50-1; Trench 36 44, 44, 49,
49
temenos and temple complex 46-8, 46-8, 75-80,
76-9; ceramic bull figurine 47, 52; entrance and
pathway 77; interior 76-8, 78-9; north-eastern



corner 47, 47, 77; possible southern entrance 45;
relationship to barrel-shaped enclosure 44, 45;
temple building 47, 47, 76-8, 78-9, (ambulatory)
47, 52, (date) 47-8, 75, (exterior decoration) 47,
52, (roof) 47-8; wall 75, 76, 78
Trenches: 2 44, 44, 49, 51; 944, 44; 22 44, 49; 34
44,49; 36 44, 44, 49, 52; 39 44, 44, 49-50, 50, 52;
40 44, 44, 52
votive offerings 47, 52
geophysical surveys 75-80, 76-9
Noah's Ark Inn garden 44, 44, 45-8, 45-8, 75-80,
76-9
MFNA Trenches: 1 45, 45, 46; 6 47-8, 47; 746-7,
46-7; 848, 48

Marlow, Bucks; Lower Pound Lane, Neolithic rectangular
enclosure, monuments and settlement activity 16

Marston Moretaine, Beds; Marston Farm 2
mausoleum, Roman; Calverton 14, 15
Medmenham, Bucks; SAS Institute 12
Medusa head mount, Roman copper alloy;

Dorchester-on-Thames 39, 39
metal detecting, and Warmington Roman coin hoard 37
midden, medieval; Thrupp 23, 23-4
Middleton, Bucks; All Saints Church; Roman settlement,

churchyard burials 8
Milcombe, Oxon; Horton Lane, Milcombe Hall,

post-medieval 30
mills see water mills
Milton Keynes area, Bucks (see also Bletchley; Broughton;

Wavendon; Wolverton)
Brooklands see under Broughton
Eagle Farm and Glebe Farm; Iron Age/Roman
enclosures and ditches, medieval ridge and furrow
13

moated sites: Houghton Conquest 6; Pitstone 8; Thorpe
Waterville 20-1

monastic buildings: Bradwell Abbey 7; Delapre Abbey 19;
Goring-on-Thames 30; Wallingford 82

monuments, post-medieval church; Stanton Harcourt 55
mortar, medieval stone; Buckingham 12
Moulsford, Oxon; Old Vicarage 39
Moulton, Nhants; Sandy Hill Lane, possible Iron Age or

Roman features, medieval or post-medieval field
system 18

mount, Roman copper alloy Medusa head;
Dorchester-on-Thames 39, 39

nails, Roman iron square-sectioned, in jar with cremation;
Calverton 14

Naseby, Nhants; Mill Hill, Sibbertoft Road, proposed
Naseby Battlefield Visitor Centre, ridge and furrow 19
Nettlebed, Oxon; Old School site 39
Newport Pagnell, Bucks; former Post-Office Sorting

Office, post-medieval features 13
North Marston, Bucks; Old Forge, CI9 foundation 15
Northampton

Delapre Abbey; medieval agriculture, CI8 garden
wall 19
Upton; Sandy Lane Relief Road 21
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Index
Wootton: High Street, C16/17 wall 21; Wootton
I Lill Farm 22

Northamptonshire 17-22
Northill, Beds; Home Wood medieval fishery and
warren 6-7

O'Brien, Donatus, of Blatherwycke Hall (fi. 1770) 18
Oddington, Oxon; College Farm 39
Olney, Bucks; West Street, post-medieval pits 13
Orderic, Cl 1 Abbot of Abingdon 23, 25
Oundle, Nhants; Station Road, former Station Hotel 19
oven or corn dryer, medieval; Wallingford 80
Overstone, Nhants; Overstone Leys, Neolithic henge,

Bronze Age barrows, enclosures and quarry,
possible Roman settlement, medieval occupation
19-20

owl pellets, Roman; Gatehampton 69
Oxford

prehistoric: Acland Hospital 39-40; Littlemore,
Oxford Academy 27

Bronze Age; Radcliffe Infirmary (barrow ditches)
32-3, 32
Roman: Headington, Warneford Hospital 39;
Headington, Waynflete Road, Bayards Hill
Primary School 73; Littlemore, Oxford Academy
27; Molecular Science Building 28
Saxon: Littlemore, Oxford Academy 27; Radcliffe
Infirmary 32, 33
medieval: Acland Hospital 39-40; defences,
bastion 4 40; Godstow Abbey 39; Magdalen
College 40; Radcliffe Infirmary 33; St John the
Baptist, Hospital of 40; Ship Street 40
post-medieval: Acland Hospital 39-40; Beaumont
Street 40; Headington, Waynflete Road, Bayards
Hill Primary School 73; Radcliffe Infirmary 33
C17: Acland Hospital (Civil war defensive ditch)
39-40; Ship Street 40
C18; Ship Street 40
C19: Ship Street 40; Windmill Road, Windmill
House 31
C19-20: Norham Gardens 31; Wolvercote Green
31

undated: St Giles 31; University Parks 40
other sites and watching briefs: Asquith Road 27;
Bainton Road, former bowling green 73; Horspath
Driflway, Oxford Options Resource Centre 73;
Lambourn Road 27; Rose hill 73

Oxfordshire 22-83

Padbury, Bucks; Betts Farm, C19 features 13
palace, C15; Ampthill 6
peat removal, Iron Age/Roman to late medieval; Abingdon

25, 26, 27
Penn, Bucks

Elm Road: Old Antique Shop, medieval and
post-medieval 8; Penn and Tylers Green Lawn
Tennis Club 17; Victoria House, parish boundary
wall 17

Pinewood Studios, Bucks; Project Pinewood 7



Index
pins, post-medieval dress-making or lace; Brightwell

Baldwin 67
pipes, clay tobacco; Buckingham 12
pit alignments

late Bronze Age/early Iron Age; Milton Keynes
16, 17
Iron Age; Calverton 14, 15

pits
prehistoric; Oxford 27
Neolithic: Biggleswade 6; Dunstable 3
Iron Age: Abingdon 38; Bloxham 29; Dinton 1 1 ;
I larrold 6; Kempston 1; Lockinge 53, 54, 55
Roman: Abingdon 38; Dorchester-on-Thames 38;
Harrold 6; Kempston 1; Little Horwood 14;
Oxford 27; Stanford in the Vale 28; Tottemhoe 3;
Wallingford 74
Saxon: Gatehampton 30; Oxford 33; Stanford in
the Vale 28, 28
Saxo-Norman; Bedford 1,2
medieval: Bedford 1, 2; Brightwell-cum-Sotwell
29-30; Buckingham 12; Burford 30; Haddenham

Harrold 6; Oxford 39; Silsoe 7; Stadhampton
31; Thame 31; Wallingford 81, 82; Wavendon 12
post-medieval: Battlesden 1; Brill 1 1 ;

Buckingham 12; Cuddesdon 38; Newport Pagnell
Olney 13; Oxford 39-40; Witney 32

undated lime-slaking; Frieth 12
Pitstone, Bucks

Moat Farm, undated brick and lime mortar dam 8
Pitstone Green Farm; farm buildings 15

postholes
Iron Age: Abingdon 38; Kings Sutton 19
Roman: Dorchester-on-Thames 38; Gatehampton
30; Swinbrook 31
medieval: Penn 8; Thame 31; Wavendon 12
post-medieval: Haddenham 12; Newport Pagncll
13

pottery
Neolithic

Peterborough ware, Mortlake bowl;
Biggleswade 6

Bronze Age; Oxford 33
Iron Age

early; Buckingham to Brackley Pipeline,
Radclive 15
middle: Buckingham to Brackley
Pipeline, Radclive 15; Gatehampton 69;
Woodford 21
late; Harrold 6
other and unspecified: Brackley 22;
Wallingford 74
Belgic urn; Souldem 31

Roman
grey ware; Lockinge 54
Oxfordshire colour-coated; Lock nge 54
parchment ware; Lockinge 54
Samian; Lockinge 54
late: Dorchester-on-Thames 38; Milton
Keynes 17; Swalcliffe Lea 35
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other and unspecified: Abingdon 38; Dix
56; Buckingham to Brackley Pipeline,
Radclive 15; Gatehampton 69; Harrold 6;
Kempston 1; Linslade 6; Lockinge 54;
Middleton, Bucks 8; Oxford 27, 39, 73;
Stanford in the Vale 28; Swalcliffe Lea
33, 35, 37; Swinbrook 31; Wallingford
74; Weldon 21; Woodford 21

Saxon
Ipswich ware; Sutton Courtenay 74
stamp decorated, C5/6; Oxford 33
early: Dorchester-on-Thames 38;
Linslade 6; Milton Keynes 17
middle: Linslade 6; Sutton Courtenay 74;
Weldon 21
late; Stanford in the Vale 28
other and unspecified: Ampthill 6;
Oxford 27; Stanford in the Vale 28

medieval
Abingdon ware; Thrupp 23
Brill/Boarstall ware: Stadhampton 31;
Thrupp 23
Cotswold-type ware; Thrupp 23, 24
East Wiltshire ware; Thrupp 23
greenish-yellow glazed; Swalcliffe Lea
37
Oxford ware; Thrupp 23
other and unspecified: Abingdon 29; Bix
56; Buckingham 12; Colmworth 3;
Harrold 6; Haversham 8; Kempston 1;
Oxford 33, 39; Ramsden 31; Stanford in
the Vale 28; Thrupp 22, 23-4;
Wallingford 82; Woodford 21; Yamton
74

post-medieval
Brill wares: Brill II; Thrupp 23
Brill/Boarstall ware; Thrupp 23
Delft; Thrupp 24
stoneware, English; Thrupp 24
Surrey-Hampshire Border ware; Thrupp
24
other and unspecified: Abingdon 29;
Brightwell Baldwin 67; Buckingham 12;
Buckingham to Brackley Pipeline,
Radclive 15; Harrold 6; Kempston 1;
Linslade 4-5; Thrupp 24; Woodford 21;
Yamton 74

pottery production, C15; Brill II
Princes Risborough, Bucks; High Street, burgage plots,
post-medieval excavations 12

quarries and quarry pits
Roman; Gatehampton 30
medieval; Wallingford (gravel) 82
post-medieval: Beckley 29; Brogborough 2;
Oxford 39-40
undated; Overstone (ironstone) 19-20

quemstone, Roman rotary; Linslade 6

Radclive, Bucks



Beeches Nursery 15
Buckingham to Brackley Pipeline, SP 6751 3485;
prehistoric flint, Iron Age enclosures and
roundhouse, Iron Age, Roman and post-medieval
pottery 15

Ramsden, Oxon
Akeman Street, St John's House 31
Jordans Close; undated ditch, medieval sherd 31

Raunds, Nhants; Rotton Row, brick-lined well 20
Raunds Area Project; West Cotton report published 20
Ravenstone, Bucks

Bay Lane 8-9
Horseshoe Farm; post-medieval surfaces 9

ridge and furrow: A5, Rugby 18; Beckley 29; Little
Horwood 14; Milton Keynes 13; Naseby 19;
Ringstead 20; Rothwell 20; Rushden 20;
Wavendon 13; Woodford 21

ring ditches
prehistoric; Oxford 39
Bronze Age; Oxford 32-3, 32
late Bronze Age/early Iron Age; Dunstable 3
Iron Age: Brackley (penannular) 22; Kelmarsh 19;
Kings Sutton 19
Roman; Rushden 20

Ringstead, Nhants; SP 982 740, prehistoric settlement
and field system, medieval ridge and furrow 20

ringwork; Alderton Mount, Nhants 18
roads

Roman: Abingdon 38; Beckley 29;
Dorchester-on-Thames 38-9; Kempston 1;

Oxford/Headington 73; Swalcliffe Lea (side
street) 33, 34, 35, 36, 37
medieval: Swalcliffe Lea 33, 34, 36, 37;
Wallingford (sunken) 81-2

roof timbers, C15; Shipton-under-Wychwood 42-3,43
Rothwell, Nhants; AM, Junction 3, medieval ridge and

furrow 20
roundhouses (see also ring ditches)

Iron Age: Barby Reservoir 18; Bloxham 29;
Buckingham to Brackley Pipeline, Radelive 15;
Lockinge 53, 54, 55
undated; A5, Rugby 18

Rugby Radio Station, Nhants; ditches, pits, roundhouse,
medieval ridge and furrow 18

Rushden, Nhants
Community College 17-18
Rushden Hospital; Iron Age enclosures, Roman

ring ditch, medieval ridge and furrow and furlong
boundary 20

saggars, C15; Brill II
Sandy, Beds

London Road 2
St Swithin's Lower School 2

sawpits, post-medieval: Buckingham 12; Hambleden 10
scrapers, early Neolithic flint; Thrupp 25
settlements

prehistoric; Ringstead 20
Iron Age: Barby Reservoir 18; Brackley 22; Little
Horwood 14
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Index
Roman: Kempston 1; Little Horwood 14;

Overstone 19-20
Saxon; IIoughton Conquest 6

Sherington, Bucks; Sherington Manor 9
Shipton-under-Wychwood, Oxon; Shaven Crown, C15 and

later 42-3, 43
shoes, medieval and later; Buckingham 12
Silsoe, Beds; TL 0791 3550, medieval features 7
slag, Roman: Middleton 8; Swalcliffe Lea 33, 35
Somerton, Oxon; St James's Church 31
Sonning Eye Quarry, Oxon 73
Souldem, Oxon; High Street, Manor Farm, Belgic umed

cremation 31
South Hinksey, Oxon; church of St Laurence, C18/19

burials 40
South Newington, Oxon; High Street, lvydene, undated

cottage and well 31
Spelsbury, Oxon; All Saints Church, late Saxon church 31
spud (hoe), Roman iron; Linslade 6
stables, C18; Blatherwycke Hall 18
Stadhampton, Oxon

The Close; possible medieval pit 31
School Lane; post-medieval gravel extraction 40

Stagsden, Beds; High Street, C19 barn foundations 7
Stanbridge, Beds; Green Farm House, Tilsworth Road 2
Stanford in the Vale, Oxon

Prior Farm, early medieval town 28-9, 28, 29
sewer pipeline (SU 3426 9294 to SU 3473 9358);
Roman pits with cremations, Saxon pit or ditch
terminus, medieval ditch 28

Stanton Harcourt, Oxon; St Michael's Church, C13
structure, and Harcourt monuments 55

Stoke Mandeville, Bucks; Woolpack Inn, Risborough
Road, C15-17 timber-framed buildings 11

Stonor Estate, Oxon; lost medieval church of Bix Gibwyn
55-61

Stony Stratford, Bucks; High Street 9
Stowe, Bucks

Stowe Landscape Gardens, Bucks; New Inn Farm
13

Stowe School, C18 landscaped gardens 17
Sundon to Bedford pylon replacement works, Beds 2
sunken-featured buildings: Ampthill 6; Oxford 27, 33
Sutton Courtenay, Oxon

Abingdon Road; ditches with Ipswich ware 74
Appleford Road, former Amey site 32, 33

Swalcliffe Lea Roman village, Oxon; Roman farmstead,
buildings and side street, medieval road 33-7, 34,
36

Swinbrook, Oxon; South Lawn Farm, Roman features 31
Sywell, Nhants; Sywell Aerodrome 20

tag, late Saxon hooked bronze; Bix 56-7, 57
Tattenhoe, Milton Keynes, Bucks

Bare Farm 9
St Giles Church 9

test-pit programme, garden archaeology; Wallingford 82
Thame, Oxon; High Street, late medieval and post-medieval

features 31



Index
Thorpe Waterville, Nhants; Thorpe Castle House, moated

area with medieval castle buildings 20-1
Thrapston, Nhants; High Street, post-medieval 21
Thrupp, Oxon

maps: C16, Monks' and Verney 22, 24; Roque
(1761) 24, 25
SU 520972; Mesolithic and Neolithic flints 24
Thrupp Cottages, Barton Lane; palaeochannel,
Early Neolithic flints, medieval building, hovel
and pottery, post-medieval pottery 22-5, 23

Thurleigh, Beds; Romp Hall, medieval and post-medieval,
C17-19 barn 3

tiles
Roman, roof and floor; Linslade 6
medieval
floor: Brightwell Baldwin (decorated, Penn P69)
67; Little Billing 22; Wallingford (decorated) 82
roof; glazed 'cox-comb' ridge, Little Billing 22

timber-framed buildings, post-medieval
C15-16; Stoke Mandeville 11
C15-19; East Hagboume 41-2, 41,42

Henley-on-Thames 27
Stoke Mandeville 11

Toddington, Beds; Mander Close, post-medieval and
modern 3

Totternhoe, Beds
St Giles' Church; late medieval foundation 3
Wingfield Pipeline Relay; Roman features 3

Towcester, Nhants
Old Greens Norton Road, Central Woolgrowers
Ltd; Roman cremation burial, Roman or Saxon
ditches 21
Watling Street; post-medieval and modern layers
21

tracicways
Iron Age/Roman: Lockinge 53, 54, 55; Milton
Keynes 16, 17
Roman; Dunstable 3
medieval: Silsoe 7; Yamton 28
C19; Ascott-under-Wychwood 38

Upton, Nhants see under Northampton

Vanhatten, John, of Dinton (fl. 1769) 15
villa, Roman; Gatehampton Farm 68-70, 69
village, shrunken medieval; Thrupp 22-5, 23

Waddesdon, Bucks; Windmill Hill Farm 9
wall, late Saxon stone; Stanford in the Vale 28, 28
Wallingford, Oxon

Castle inner bailey; medieval oven, possible Civil
War slighting, landscaping as gardens 80, 81

Castle Meadows 82
garden archaeology test-pit programme 82
geophysical surveys 82
High Street, land north of; Benedictine Priory of
the Holy Trinity 82
Kinecroft; medieval small buildings, road, pits and
midden 80-2, 81
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Norman Way 31
Radnor Road; Iron Age and Roman features and
pottery 74
St John's Green, Squires Cottage; C13
inhumations 31
St John's Hospital 31
St John's Playing Fields 82
St Mary-le-More; C11 church 40
Wallingford Bridge 82
Wallingford Burh to Borough research project
80-3, 81
Wallingford School playing fields; medieval road
and quarry 81, 82

Wantage, Oxon; former ambulance station, late Saxon ditch
40-1

Warmington, Oxon; early Roman coin hoard 37
warren, medieval; Northill 6-7
water mills, post-medieval: Charney Bassett 74-5, 74;

Evenley 19; Kempston (channel) 1
Watling Street: at Bletchley 12; at Towcester 21
Watts, Harry (Oxford County Surveyor,fl. 1900-36) 56
Wavendon, Bucks

St Mary's Church; medieval features 12
SP 924 381; medieval ridge and furrow 13

Weedon, Nhants; Blazing Acres Stables 21
Weedon Lois, Nhants; High Street 21
Weldon, Nhants; Oundle Road, Roman and early/middle

Saxon 21
wells

Roman; Denham 11
C19; Newport Pagnell 13
undated brick-lined; Raunds 20

West Cotton, Nhants; Raunds Area Project report published
20

Weston Underwood, Bucks; Weston House 9
Wheatley, Oxon; Oxford Brookes University campus 74
Wheeler End, Bucks; Laurel Farm 9
Whitchurch, Bucks

Market Full, Mullions 17
Oving Road; Quaker Barn (formerly Normead),
C17/18 10

Wingrave, Bucks; Church Street, United Reform Church 10
Winslow, Bucks

Cattle Market; undated features 10
Little Norwood; late Iron Age/Roman settlements,
medieval/post-medieval land divisions, ridge and
furrow, World War II airfield 13-14

Winwick Warren, Nhants; Iron Age or Roman enclosures,
medieval furrows 21

Wise, Henry (gardener, 1653-1738) 16
witchert cottages, C18; Charndon 10
Witney, Oxon; Woolgate Centre and Witan Way car park,

post-medieval 32
Wolvercote, Oxon; St Peter's Church, C17-19 inhumations

41

Wolverton, Milton Keynes, Bucks; Radcliffe School,
medieval or post-medieval furrows 13

Woodcote, Oxon; Olga Mowforth House 41



Woodford, Nhants; SP 962 770, middle Iron Age pottery
and possible features, Roman, medieval and
post-medieval pottery, medieval ridge and furrow
21

woodlands: Biddlesden 14; Hambleden, Ridge Wood 10-11
Wootton, Nhants see under Northampton
World War 1I-related features; airfield, Little Horwood

13-14
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yards, Roman metalled; Swaleliffe Lea 33, 34, 35, 36
Yarnton, Oxon

Cassington Road, land adjacent to Exeter Farm;
medieval and post-medieval 74
proposed marina; Roman ditch, medieval or later
trackway and fields 28
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The submitted article should follow the format of South Midlands Archaeology. That is:

name of the County followed by

name of the organisation (if applicable) followed by
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body of the article with suitable headings and sub-headings.

If the article consists of many separate site reports, each site should be reported as follows:

name of the site followed by

grid reference (eg SP 1234 5678 [alphabetic prefix must be included]) followed by

name of the person who wrote the site report followed by

individual site report with suitable headings and sub-headings.

One purpose of SMA is to act as a record of the work carried out in the area; this does not mean that it need be dull.
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If, during an investigation, nothing was found, don't be afraid to say so in simple terms.
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